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Application 0: Stephen A. Ernst, ) 
'dba san Francisco Stage Lines, for) 
a certificate of public convenience) 
and necessity to operate a ) 
passenger stage and baqqaqe ane ) 
express serviee between ) 
san Francisco and Guerneville. ) 

-------------------------------, 

Application 82-09-55 
(Fileo Sept~r 30, 1982) 

Applieant is re~estinq authorization to p~ovide a passenqer 
bus service between San Francisco ane Guerneville over three routes 
on Friday, Saturday, Sunday, and holidays, with the option of can-
celin; any schedule with less than three passen;ers on Route 1, or 

tI six passenqers on Routes 2 and 3. Additional authority is requested 
to provide Russian River sightseeinQ, with the option of cancelinq' . 
any tour which has less than six reservations. 

Applicant's principal Route 1 will proceed u~ Hiqhway 101, 
then east on Highway 116 to Guerneville. The Friday schedule has 
the first bus out of San Francisco at 6:30 p.m. arriving in 
Guerneville at 8:30 p.m., leavinq for san Francisco at 9:00 p.m., and 
arrivin9 at 11:00 p.m. Saturday features two round trips from 
San FranCisco to Guerneville~ the first leaves San Francisco at 
9:00 a.m., arrivinq at 11:00 a.m.~ it starts back at 11:30 a.m. and 
arrives in San Franeisco 1:30 p.m. The second round trip leaves 
San Francisco at 3:30 p.m., arrives at Guerneville at 5:30 p.m., 
starts back to San Francisco at 6:00 p.m., and arrives at 8:00 p.m. 
The Sunday and holiday scbedules leave San Francisco at 12:00 noon 
and 6:00 p.m., returninq to San Franciseo at 4:30 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. 
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Applicant's Route 2 goes north on Highway 1 to Jenner, then 
east on Highway 116 to Guerneville. One schedule will leave 
San Francisco on Friday at 6:30 p.m. ane arrive three hours later, 
after makin; a stop en route. The bus apparently returns to 
San Francisco but does not carry passengers. On Saturday, suneay, 
and holidays, a bus leaves San Francisco at 9:00 a.m. and arrives in 
Guerneville at noon. It leaves at 1:00 p.m. and is back in 
San Francisco at 4:00 p.m. 

Route 3 is described as the wine country route. It extends 
along Highway 80 to Highway 29, tben through Napa, St. Helena, 
Calistoga, and west to Guerneville. One schedule leaves Guerneville 
at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, Sunday, and holidays, arriving in 
san Francisco, after a stop, at 3:45 p.m. It is noted that the bus 
will stop at the San Francisco downtown Airporter terminal if any 
passengers need the service. There is no return to Guerneville. 
Routes 2 and 3 will not run without a minirn~~ of six passengers. 
Route 1 requires at least three passengers to avoid a cancellation. 

The sightseeing tour is designated Route 4. It will be 
operated out of Guerneville at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday and holidays, 
extending for 130.5 miles and returning at 2:30 in the ,afternoon. 
It will operate on 24-hour advanced reservations, with a minimum of 
six passengers required. The route extends west to the coast at 
Jenner, then south to Bodega Bay, and east through Bodega, sebastopol, 
Santa Rosa, Glen Ellen, and Yountville to Highway 29, north on 29 to 
Calistoga, and west to the starting point. The fare for this tour 
will be $25 per passenger. 

The one-way fare from san Francisco to Guerneville on 
Route 1 will be $17: via either Route 2 or 3, it will be $34. Tbe 
round-trip fare on Route 1 only will be $30. A maximum of two bicyeles 
can be transported on each schedule and one child under six may ride 
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free in the company of an adult. There is a provision for a ten-ride 
round-trip ticket on Route 1 only, to be sold for $l40. Applicant 
alleQes that he would prefer to initiate service on April l, 1983. 

Applicant will transport two pieces 0: hand baqqaqe per 
passenQer, free of eharQe, includinq c~~pinq Qear. Two express 
packages , not to exeeed 60 pounds, may be carriee in lieu of band 
baqqaqe. Applicant also seeks authority to transport excess 
Da9gage, or express, not to exceed 100 pounds per packaqe, at the 
rate of $6 per item, one way, on a space-available basis. 

Applicant will operate a 1982 Ford Club Waqon wit~ a 
capacity of seven passenQers in addition to the driver. It is 
alleQed that he will place otber vehicles in service as required. 
The 1982 Ford will be qaraged at applicant·s residence in San Francisco. 
Applicant·s financial statement shows assets of $110,000, includinq 
$34,000 in cash and neQotiable stock. Liabilities total $59,000, 
eonsistin; primarily of a real estate mortQaQe and loans on vehicles. 
Applicant's net worth is $50,643. 

In support of public convenience and necessity it is alleqed 
that there is no direct service from the Bay Area to the Russian River 
resorts. Greyhound Lines, Inc. (Greyhound) and Golden Gate Transit 
provide service to Santa Rosa, which is 2S miles from Guerneville, but 
the buses make frequent stops. Service from Santa Rosa to Guerneville 
is provided by SOnoma County Transit on a limited basis. Applicant 
alleqes that there is no weekend service to Guerneville, which has 
only one taxicab. 

Notice of the filin9 of the a~plieation was provided in the 
Commission's Daily Transportation Calendar on OCtober S, 1982. No 
protests or requests for hearin9 have been filed. 

A letter was receivee from the Sonoma County Department of 
Public Works (County) dated October 28, 1982.. The County does not 
oppose this application, althouQh tbe letter notes that the service 
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proposed by applicant has Oeen presented in the past and failed. 
Transfers from Greyhound G~t of Santa Rosa are handled by local 
operators and there have been no complaints. Present se=viee costs 
a lot less than that proposed by applicant, althou~h the latter may 
be more convenient for many customers. 
Discussio~ 

~pplicant will institute se=vice on Route 1 (one) and 
expand as required by popular demand. He will lease vehicles and 
hire drivers as patronage develops. He alleges that present 
service from Highway 101 points to the Russi~~ River resorts is 
inadequate and therefore is not attractive to the publie. He will 
initiate service with vans, whieh are mueh less expensive to operate 
than full-size buses. 

The Commission has recently held that it has no juris-
diction over sightseeing tours which £o~ a loop, with the tour 
starting and finishinq at the same point. No authority is required 
from this Co~~ssion to operate a tour of the type describeQ. 
Findings of Fact 

1. The passenger stage service proposed in this order is 
not available at the present time. 

2. ~pplicant possesses the ability, experienee, e~ipment, 
and financial resourees needed to perfo=m his serviee. 

3. Publie convenience ~~d necessity require that the service 
proposed by applicant be established. 

4. It can be seen with eertainty that there is no possibility 
that the activity in question may have a siqnificant effect on the 
environment. 
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s. A public hcarinq is not necessary. 7))-y 
Conelusi.ons of r.,~."", 

1. The application shoule be gra~tee. 
2. The Co~~ission no longer has jurisdiction over sightseeinq 

tours which form a loop. 
3. The request for sightseeing authority should be dismissed. 
4. The decision will be effective o~ the d~te signed so service 

can start in the s~~cr or fall, when most people take tneir vacations. 
Only the ~~ount paie to the State for operative rights 

m~y be u~cd in rate fixing. The st~tc ~y grant any number of 
rights and may cancel or ~odify the monopoly feature of t~cse 
rights at any time. 

o R D E ~ - - ~ --
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. A certificate of public convenience and necessity is 
qran~ec to Stephen A. E~st, authorizing him to operate as I 
a passenger stage corporation, as defined in PO Code Section 226, 
between the points ~nd over the routes set fort~ in Appendix PSC-1280 
to transport passer.ger~ ~ne their bagQ~gc. 

2. App1ic~nt sh~ll: 

a. File a writtc~ accepta~cc of this 
certificate withi~ 30 days after this 
order is effective. 

'0. E$tablish the ~uthorizcd service and 
fil~ tariffs ~nd ti~~tablcs within 
120 days c!tcr this order is effective. 

c. State in its tari~f~ and ti~ctablc~ 
when service will start; allow at 
least 10 days' r.oticc to the 
Co~~ission; and make ti~eta~les and 
tariffs effective 10 or ~orc days 
after thiz order is effective. 
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c. Comply with Ceneral Orders S~rics 
79, 98, 101, ~nd 101., and the 
California Higbwuy Patrol safety rules. 

e. Xaintain accountinq records in 
conformity ",d.th the r;ni:o~ Systcr:': of 
Accounts. 

3. This certificate does not authorize ~hc holder to 
cond~ct any operations on the property of or into any airport 
unless such opcr~tion is uuthorizcd by both this Co~~ission ~nd 
the airport authority involved. 

~. The request for sightsceinq authority is dismisscd~ 
This order is effoetivc toeay. 
Dated Au~~t 17, 1283 I at San Francisco, Cali:orni~. 

VICTOR CJ.(LVO 
~R!SC:LLA c. GR~~ 
DON'.a.LD VIJo.L 
1~TI~L IA."1 T. Bt\GLEY 

Com."nissioncrs 

Co~~i$sioncr Leonard M. Grimes, Jr., 
being necessarily absent, did not 
participate. 
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Appendix PSC-1280 STEPEEN .1. ERN.ST Original Title Page 

CERTIFICATE 
OF 

PUBUC CONVENIENCE ~ NECESSITY 

AS .A. PASSENGER STAG::: CORrolU.TION 

PSC-1280 

ShOving passenger stage operative rights, restrictions, 
lillli tations, exceptions, and privileges • 

.All ehcges and amendments as authorized by 
the Public Utilities Commission o! the State o! Cali!ornia 
~ll be made as revised pages or added original pages. 

83 OS 078 Iasue.d.~deX"A..tI;lthori ty or Decieion , dated 
AUb 1 { ~~ ., of the Public Utilities COmmission or the 

~S~t-at~e--o-:!:""""XC-al:-i~!=-o-rn:1.--=-· -a-, """:i:"-n Applieation 82-09-55. 
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Appendix PSC-1280 O=iginal Page 1 

: N D E X - ..... _----

S:E:C'rION 1. GENERAL AUTHORIZAT!ONS, RESTRICTIONS, 
L!fJlT~!ONS, AND SPECIFICAT!ONS •••••••••• 

SECTION 2. ROUTE DESCRIPT!ONS. 

1 Sa:l. Francisco-Russian ?i ve= . 
Te~ritor.y via U.S. lOl .~ •••.• ___ • 

2 S~ F=aneiseo-Russian River 
Territory via Coast Route ••.•• _ •• 

San Franeiseo-Russian River 
Territor.y via Wine Co~tr.y Route • 

SECTION~. TERRITORY DESCRIPl'ION. 

Russian River ~erritor.y ....•.•.......•..• 

Issued by Cali!ornia·?ublie Utilities Co:cission. 
Deeision 83 OS 07$ ,Applieetio::. 82-09-55. 

2& ; 
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Appendix PSC-1280 STEPHEN A .. :E!U";ST Origi:lal ?agc 2 

SECTION 1. GENERAL AUTEO?..!ZATIONS, RESTRICTIONS, LIMITATIONS, 
~~ SPECIFICATIONS. 

Stephen A. E~st, by ~h~ certi~icate of public eo~v~:lie~c~ 
and necessity granted by the c.ecisio~ Dot~e iD the ma=gin, is 
au~ho=ized to transport ?asse~ge=s a:d th~ir i~cide~tal baggage 
between San ?=~cisco and the ?ussian River Territor,y as describe~ 
in Section , of this c~rti!icate and cer~~in i:lt~rmediate a:d adjacent 
territories over the routes desc=io~d, $ubj~ct, howev~r, to the 
authority o! tbis Co~ission to change or :oei!y these rout~s at any 
time ane suoject to the following ?~ovisions: 

8.. l"J.O,:o= vehicles :ley b~ -:urned at ter.ni~i 
~ '- ~. - '. . '-~ ~. .' aDl,.I, J.:C ... crme\,o.:l.I1"C' POl.!l ... s, l.ll cl ....... e!' \,o.:l.rcc ... ::'0:1, 

at interzectio:ls of streetc 0= by ope=at~g 
arou:d a block co~ti~~ous to such i:ter$eetio~ 
in accordance wit~ ~ocal t=~!!ic regulatio~. 

o. ltJhc-n :-oute d~zcriptionz e:e gi·v"'9r. i: O!lt:!' 
direction, th~y apP:7 to ope~ation i: eithc~ 
di=ection u=less other~~se ir.eicate~. 

c. No service shall be providec to or ~etween 
inte::ediatc points. 

d. Exeept as se?a.:"ate~j" autho=izee., two 0:- mo=e 
routes or portions o! separate routes zhall 
not be co~solidated or operatee. i~ co:bination 
'wi th one B.:lotbc:-. 

e. Se~ice to be op¢ratec. cit~e~ sehe~ulc~ 0:" o~ 
en "o::l.-eall ll 'basis 0= botl'l. 

,If .... Routes 1, 2, & 3 ~ay oe extended to provide 
ser/ice to the downto·~ ~assengcr. te~inal a~ 
Taylor St:-eet aDd Ellis Street en a:o. If on-call" 
basis. 

Issued by Celi!orni~?ublic Utilitie~ Co~ission .. 
DeciSion __ 8_3 __ 0_8_0_7_8 __ , Ap:plica::io:c. 82-09-55 .. 
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~ppendix PSC-1280 O::igi:cal ?ae;e 3 

SECTION 1. GENE...i1.A1 ADTliORIZAT!ONS, RESTRrCTrO~S, LL'1!T~:ONS, 
~~ SPEC!FrC~!O~s. (conti~ued) 

The tem "on-c311"az usee. :-e!e:-s ";0 5e:vice w!:Uch is 
authorized to be re:dered dependent on the dc~ands ot ~as$e~s~rs. 
The tariffs and ti~etabl~s shall show th~ co~ditio:z ~e~~ wbich 
eaeh authorized on-eall se~/ie~ will O~ :-~Dd~rcd. 
SECTION 2. ROUTE DESCR!~rONS. 

EegiDni:g at the inte:-~ection ~! ~arket Street and Castro 
Street in the City ~c. Cou:ty o! S~ Fr~cisco, the~ over 
:ehe a:g?ropriate city st:-eets to 'iJ .3. Ei~wa:r 101, t::J.e:o. !ollowing 
u.S. -ighway 101 ~C River Roa~ ~o ~he ?~zsi~ Rive~ Ter:ito~_ 

Eegi~ng at the intersection o! Y~ket Street and Caztro 
Street in the City ~d CoUDty o! S~ Pr~cisco, th~n over 
the a~x=opriatc city streets to u.s. Ei~w~7 101, then !ollowi~g 
u.s. highway 101, State HighWay 1, ond S-:ete Eio=-way 1'16 to 
the Russian River Territory. 

Beginning at -:he i~tersection o! !1a=ket S~reet ~e CS$tro 
S~=eet i~ the City nne Coun~ o! S~ ?ra:cisco, then over 
t~e a~~ro~riate city streets to Interstate lii;Away 80~ then 
!ollowi:lg !:lterztate Eigb,way 80, State Ei~way 29, State Eigb:way 
128, Petri!ied For~st R6ae., ?orter Creek r!oac., Y.l8:k We~t S,=ings 
Road, and Rivex- ?.oad to the Russia:l :ai vet' 'Xerri to:-y .. 

Issued by Cali!o~a Puolic vtilities Com:ission .. 
DeciSion _____ 83 ___ 0_8 __ 0_7_8 _____ , A~plication 82-09-55 .. 
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Appendix ?SC-1280 

SECTION;. TEP..RITORY DESCRI?TION. 
~ • -::,", r:'I ' .;\ullSl3n 4,,1 V~b ~er.¢ vor:v 

Issued by California Public Utilities Com~~ssion. 
" 83 OS 078 

Decisio~ , Applica~ion 82-09-55. 
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5. A public hear1n~ is not necessary. 
Conclusions of Law 

1. The application should be qranted. 
2. The Commission no longer has jurisdiction over siQbtseein9 

tours which form a loop. 
3. The request for siQhtseeinQ authority shou1e be dism1ssed. 
4. The decision will be effective on the date signed so service 

can start in the s~~er or fall, when most people take their vacations. 
Only the amount paid to the State for operative riQhts 

may be usea in rate fixinq. The state may qran~~y number of 
rights and may cancel or modify the monopoly fe,ature of these 
rights at any time. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. A certificate of public convenience and necessity is qranted 

to Stephen A. Ernst,~zon/jauthorizin9 him to operate as 
a passenger stage corporation, asfdefinee in PU Code Section 226, 
between the points ana over th,lroutes set forth in Appendix PSC:1280 
to transport passenQers and t~eir baggage. 

2. Applicant shall: ~ 
a. File a written acceptance of this 

certificatefWithin 30 days after this 
order is effective. 

b. Estab1isnlthe authorized service and 
file ta;lffs and timetables within 
120 eayp after this oreer is effective. 

( 

c. State:tn its tariffs and timetables 
when service will start: allow at 
least 10 days· notice to the 
Commission: and make timetables and 
tariffs effective 10 or more days 
after this order is effective. 
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d_ Comply with General Orders Series 
79, 98, 101, anQ 104, and the 
California Hi9hway Patrol safety rules. 

e. Maintain aecountinq records in 
confor.mity with the Uniform System of 
Accounts. 

3. This certificate does not authorize the holder to 
conduct any operations on the propert7( ~!I 0.:i. :iI?-t~ any ai~rt / 

~$t<-, .//~-.J c:r/1-r-"..J~~~ tr.~~r-"'_ unless such operation is authorized b~the airport~authority 
involved. ~ 

4. The request for SiqhtseeiDq7. athor'~y is dismissed. 
This order is effective today_ 
Dated AUG 17 1983 , at San Francisco, California .. 
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VIC70R C/:!;'IO 
r~SCI!':.A. c. GRZW 
DCNtJ..D 'f'.r:.A:L 
WILX,U ... "i X.. B,lI .. C-~"-! 

Coc:::i:;:. !o:.or s' 

CQm~i~:,iv!"''!'!r !r-or.:lro ~!. Crlroes, Jr .. 
~:~~ DC'Cc!;S.:l..-ily .wsent, dld.:JOt -
,~';.:iP:l:e. 


