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. EEPORE TEE PUB~IC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TEE STATE 
In the Matter of the Application of 
Yosemite Pa:-k and Cu:-~ Co. fo:-
autho:-ity to reduce se:-vice :-endered 
in connection with its passenge:-
stage ce:-tificate filed pu:-su~~t 
to Sections 10;i et se~. of the 
Califo:-nia ~ubl:c utilities Code. 
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o ~ IN! 0 N -------
Applicant Yosemite ~ark and Cur~ Co. :-e~uests that some of 

the service conditions in its passenger stage ce:-tificate (PSC-109) 
issued in Decision (D.) 84295, as amended by Resolution PE-;64 
R.R.D. 11; dated October ;1, 1978, be further amended as hereafter 
indicated. The application shows that a copy of the application vas 
se:-ved on the California Attorney General, Department of 
Tr~~sportation, Department of General Services, the Counties of 

_Fresno, Madera, Mono, Merced, Mariposa, ~~d Tuolum.ne. Also served 
with a copy of the application were the Cities of Fresno, Merced, Lee 
Vining, Mariposa, and Oakhurst. Notice of the filing of the 
application appeared in the Co=:ission's Daily Transportation 
Calendar of Ju.~e 9, 198;. No protests to the application have been 
received. 

Applicant currently has authority to serve over specified 
routes between Yosemite National Park, on the one hand, and, on the 
other, Merced (Route A), Fresno (Route B), Lee Vining (Route C), 
Retch Retchy (Route D), and Modesto (Route E) serving various 
intermediate pOints. 

Applicant's certificate presently re~uires it to give year-
round scheduled service over Route A, seasonal scheduled service and 
special operations service over Route B, and seasonal scheduled 
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se~vice over Rou~e C. Route D is rest~icted to on-call se~vi¢e only 
~~d Route E is rest~icted to special operations $e~vice only. 
A~plic~~t proposes no changes in Route A se~vices (thou~~ applicant 
stated that in the ~uture it intends to eli~inate one of tvo present 
Route A schedules~ which will be acco~plished by t1Qetable ~iling). 

Applic~~t proposes to amend its certiiicate service 
conditions in the following ~a~~er: (1) ~estrict Route E to on-call 
service and special operations only; and (2) authorize both on-call 
service and special operations service via Routes C, D, ~~d E. In 
essence, the on:y scheduled service to be eliminated is that 
authorized presently under Route B between Fresno and Yosemite 
National ?a~k. This scheduled service will be replaced with on-call 
service. The present and proposed certi!icate service conditions 
read as iollows, with proposed additions underlined ~~d omitted 
matter in parentheSiS: 

"1. Service over Routes B, C, D, and E will be 
provided only !o~ tra!!ic having either point oi 
origin o~ destination at Yosemite Park. 

"2. Service over Route 3 shall be 'on-call' 
seasonal service between the apprOX1Qate dates 
o! May 1 and October 1 o! each calendar year 
when ~oad and weather conditions permit, except 
that special operations may be conducted without 
regard to this seasonal rest~iction. The term 
·special operations' as herein used shall mean 
the t~ansportation o! groups oi passenge~s 
travelling pursu~~t to a common pu~pose and when 
the !ares or charges for such t~~~spo~tation are 
computee upon ~~ indiVidual !are basis. The 
term 'on-call' as herein usee shall me~~ tnat 
serviee shall be rovidee onlv when a minimum o~ 
.i.teen adU ~ ~a~e 

dav 
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~3· Se~vice over Rou~e C shall be a seasonal service 
be~ween the approxica~e dates of J~ly 1 and 
1abor Day, inclusive, o! each calendar year when 
~oad and weather conditions pe~=it, except that 
'on-call' and s ecia: 0 erations mav oe 
con~t:.cte 

ff4. Se~ice over Route D shall be an 'on-call' 
seasonal service, (subject to a :ini:~ of three 
adult !are passengers) be~ween ~he ap?roxi~te 
dates o! J~ly ~ and ~abor Day, inclusive, of 
each calenda.r year · ..... hen road and weather 
conditions ?er:it, except that s2ecia: 
o erations ~av oe conducted without re are. ~o 
t.:s seasons.. restrlct:on •• e eCia 
o erations' an 'on-call' shall 

"5. Sere/ice ove:- ?o'.l~e ! shall be a (, syecial 
O?e:-a.tions') "on-call' service vithout regard to 
any seasonal restrictions (as defined in 
paragraph 2 above). In additiona 'special 
o erations':a be condt:.cted. T ... e terms 
s~ec:a. o~erat:ons an~ on-c~_ have 
~ :ean~ngs set forth in ?araSEa~h 2 
above." 

Applicant represents that it has carried an average of five 
passengers per day in its sChedt:.led serv~ce via RO'.lte E in the three 
calendar year ended Dece:oer 31, 1ge2 ~~d that this is suificient 
justi~icatlon for alte:-ing its service over that route fro: sched~led 
service to on-ca:l service. Eli:inating schedules over Route B vill 

.result in a. yearly sa.vings o'! 2~ ~OOO ciles o! operation. !n ~urthe:
justi~ica.tion o~ ~h~ p:-oposed ~endmer.~s the applica~ion states as 
:t:'ollows: 

"Under-u~ilization o'! Zeui ment. YP&C utilizes 
a _ eet o. uses haVing various passenger 
capa.cities, out with a cini~ capa.city of thir~y
nine passengers. Consistently, this equipment is 
not utilized to capacity, or anywhere near 
capacity. ~nder its scheduled operations~ Y?&C has 
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!requently encountered situations where ,~ 2p 3. or 
no passengers were transported on a vehicle during 
a particular run in question. As to =ost scheduled 
operations rendered, revenues do not meet the ~lxed 
Or variable costs aSSOCiated with the saoe. 
Applicant estieates that a cinicu: o~ !ourteen 
passengers :~$t be transported to generate revenues 
su!~icient to cover the expense of providing 
service. Applicant has investigated the potential 
use of scaller equip:ent in connection with these 
eove:ents, but has discovered that the real cost o! 
providing and operating lover capacity equipment 
equals or exceeds the cost of operating existing 
eqUipment. Specifically, fuel and labor costs 
associated with operating a fourteen passenger van 
do not dif~er dracatically fro: the s~e costs in 
connection with the operation of existing 
vehicles. Further, additional complications in the 
form of insurance. ~inten~~ce schedules, and the 
like, will oe encountered with the smaller capacity 
equipment. For these reasons, Yosemite Park and 
Curry Co. states that the utilization of other 
eqUipment in providing the referenced services is 
not practical at this tiee, or, at a minimu:, does 
not create fin~~cial savings such as would be 
necessa~ to justify a continuation of the 
presently certificate services. 

"!nadecuate Revenues. Yose~ite Park and Cur~ 
Co.'s passenger stage operations have historically 
been conducted at staggering losses given the 
~oderate size of the regulated activities in which 
it is engaged. The applicant has been willing to 
sustain such losses in the interest o! meeting 
essential public requirements. However, given the 
size of these losses, continuing increases thereo!, 
and de minimus de:a.nd 'tor service, Y?&C ha.s been 
coepelled to reevaluate this previous provision; 
hence this application. 

"For the year ended May 25, 1980, applicant 
experienced a net loss of $'02,469.00 'tor an after-
tax operating ratio o't 117~. By Decision No. 91775 
e't!ective May 6, 1980, the Commission recognized 
the problem created by such losses, and, authorized 
an increase of i~ in all passenger fares. The 
increase did not resolve the dilemca. Restating 
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the a~~licant's revenues to take into account the 
authorized ~ate increase. actual operating ex~enses 
continuea to exceee revenues~ resulting in a net 
loss ot $69~866.00 and an after-tax operating ratio 
ot 110.5~ tor the yea~ ended May 25~ 1980. 

"By application No. 61024, tiled NoveQber 2, 1981, 
YP&C ~equested additional authority to increase 
~assenger !ares, this time by 25%. Express charges 
were also SOU&~t to be increased, by 100%. Ey 
Decision No. 82-04-060 dated A~ril 6, 1982, th~ 
application was approved. 

"Notwithstanding such rate relie~, expenses ot 
!P&C·s Co:=ission regulated passenger stage 
operations have continued to exceed revenues. 
Ap~lication estioates that tor the pe~iod ended 
December 31. 1982. it experienced a net loss of 
ap~~oximately $;76,750.00 in connection with such 
operations. It estimates its operating ratio to be 
approximately 203%. Absent a gr~~t o! this 
application. applicant anticipates that similar 
losses will continue into the tuture. 

"Increased Competition. Over objection o! Y?&C, 
the CommiSSion has certi!ied additional carriers 
who currently compete with Y?&C tor the tr~~1c 
over its routes, particula~ly the Me~ced Route A. 
See, Decision No. 93173. In addition, the de !acto 
deregulation o! sightseeing activities has led to 
~urther degeneration o! tra!!ic volumes. These 
factors bode ill for the eXisting ope~ations o! 
Y?&C? anc? in ~act~ compel applicant to !ashion ~~ 
'on-call' service so as to enaole it, at ~educed 
costs~ to serve the public trul~ requiring 
continued passenger stage service." 
The application states that there is no present operating 

subsidy or fin~~cial assistance applicable to the affected service 
and that the~e are no proposals or discussions with respect to 
operating subsidies o~ financial assistance which have occurred 
during the year p~eceding the filing of the application. 

Current round-trip fare via Route A is $26.00, Via Route E 
is $32.50, and via Route C is $32.50. 
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. 
.. Pindings o! Fact 
., ,. A~plicant is currently authorized to perform passenger 

stage service over five routes previously described. 
2. Applicant's certificate presently requires it to give year-

around SCheduled service over RO't:te A, seasonal SCheduled serr.riee a .. ·ld 
special operation service over Route ~, and seasonal scheduled 
service over ?o~te c. 

3. The certificate also restricts operations over Route D to 
on-call service only and over Route ! to special operation service 
only. 

4. Applicant proposes that its certi~icate service conditions 
be amended in the following canner: (a) Restrict Route E to on-call 
service and special operations only; and (b) authorize both on-call 
service and special operations service via Routes C, D, and E. 

5. The only scheduled service authority proposed to be 
discontinued is via Route B. Such discontinuance will result in a 
yearly saving of 2~,OOO :iles. 

6. Applicant carried an average of five passengers per day in 
~its scheduled service via Route E during the cale~dar year ended 

December ;1,1982. 
7. ~he proposed a=end:ents will per:it applic~~t to maintain 

required service to the traveling public while minimizing the losses 
historically associated with its per capita passenger operations. 

8. The proposed aQendments will allow applic~~t to alter its 
activities to that of a de~nd-sensitive, on-call offering. 

9. ?ublic convenience and necessity require the proposed 
amendments. 

10. A public hearing is not necessary. 
11. It can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility 

that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the 
enVironment. 
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Conc:usion o~ Law 
~he application should be granted. 
Only the amount paid to the State for operative rights may 

be used in rate fixing. The State may grant any numoer of ri&~ts and 
may c~~cel or modify the monopoly feature of these rights at any 
time .. 

IT IS ORDE~D that: 
1. Application 83-06-10 ,is gra.'lted .. 
2. Appendix A of D.84295, as amended, is further amended by 

replacing Third Revised Page 2 with Fourth Revised Page 2 and adding 
Original Page 2-A (attached). 

3. Applic~'lt shall: 
a. Pile a ~itten acceptance of this 

certificate within 30 days after 
this order is effective. 

b. Establish the authorized service 
and file tariffs and timetables 
within 120 days after this order is 
e~fective. 

c.. State in its tariffs and t1metaoles 
when service will start; allow at 
least 10 days' notice to the 
Co~is$ion; and ~e timetables and 
tariffs effective 10 or more days 
after this order is effective. 

d. Comply with General Orders Series 
79~ 98,101, ane !04, ane the 
California Eighway Patrol safety 
rules. 
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e. Maintain accounting records in 
con~ormity with the Uni~orm System 
o'! Accounts. 

This oreer becomes e!!ective 30 days !rom today. 
SEP 7 1983 Dated • at San Praneisco, Cali!ornia. 

--------------~ 

CO~ic=io~cr ~il~~~~ T. E~eley 
bc!~g ~c:c=z~r~:¥ ~~zc~t. ~!d 
no~ ~~~!ci~a~o. 
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~pend1x A 
(Dec. 84295) 

(PE-364) 

YOS:DO:TE PARK A.'ID CURRY co. Fourth Revised Page 2 
Cancels 
th:l:r:d. levi8ed Page 2 

SEC'l'IO!\ l. GENERA!. AUTHORIZAnONS, RESTRICTIOr.."S, LIMIl'.Al'IONS~ 
A..'lD SPECIFICATIONS. 

Yosemi te Park and Cuny Co. ~ by the certificate of public 
convenience and necessity granted by the decisio:l noted in the 
margin~ is authorized as a passenger stage corporation to transport 
per8ons~ or persons a:a.d their baggage or express~ or persons or 
baggage or express~ wen such baggage or express is transported 
incidental to the transportation of passengers over the routes 
described in Section 2 ~ and subject to the following condi t:1ons: 

1. Service over Routes B, C, D, and E will be prodded only for 
traffic haVing either point of origin or destination 
at Yose:ar1 te Naticma.l Puke 

*2. Serv.ice over Route B shall be "on-call" seasonal se:rv1ce 
between the approximate dates of lo1ay 1 and October 1 of 
each calendar yes:r when road and weather conditions 
permit, except that special operations may be conducted 
without regard to this seasonal restnction. !he texm 
"special operations" as herein used shall mean the 
transportation of groups of passengers travelling 
pursuant to a. cOIImOn purpose and wen the fues. or 
charges for such transportation are computed upon an 
individual fare basis. the texm "0%1-c811" as herein 
used shall mean that service shall be provided only 
when a min:1mum of fifteen (15) adult fare passengers 
request that equipment be made ava1J.able for a 
particular day and time. Such requests for service 
must be received by Yosemite Puk and Cuny Co. 
sixty (60) hours in advance of the time that the 
individual trip is to commence. The advance notice 
may be wa:tved by Yo.emi te Park and. Cuny Co-. ~ if 
it :1s reasonably able "to reaporid to the request 'Within 
& aborter period of time. 

Issued by Calif'ornia Public Utili ties Commission. 
53 OS 043 It *Amended by Deci8ion ~ A?plication 83-06-10. 
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~pend1x A 
{Dec. 8429S) 

(PE-364) 

YOSOOI'E PARK A.."ID CURRY co. ~n.l Page 2-A 

SEC'XION II. GENERAL AUl'HORIZAXIONS, RESTRICTIONS, LIMIl'Al'IONS, 
AND SPECIFICATIONS. (Conti.ed) 

*3. Service over Route C aha.l.l be a seasonal service 
between the apprOXimate dates of .July 1 a:c.d Labor 
Day, inclusive, of each calendar year when road 
and weather conditions pemit, except that "on-
eall" and special operations may be conducted 
wi thout re§ard to tbis seasonal. restriction. 
The teDls special operations" and "on-call" 
shall have the meanings set forth in paragraph 2 
alx>ve. 

*4. Service over Route D sball be an "on-ca.ll" 
seasonal service between the approxima.te c!ates 
of July 1 and Labor Day, inclusive, of each 
calendar year when road and weather eondi tions 
permit, except that special operations may be 
conducted without regard. to this seasonal. 
restriction. the tams "special operations" 
and lion-call" shall have the meanings set forth 
in paragraph 2 above. 

*5. Service over Route E .bal.l be an "on-call" 
service, withoat regard to any seasonal 
restrietion. In adclition, ".-peeial o~rations" 
aervices may be conducted. n. terms "special 
operations" and "on-call" sball have the 
meanings set forth in paragraph 2 above. 

Issued by Cal1fomia IUb11c Utili ties Commission. 
83 09 043 

*Amended b.Y DeciSion , Application 83-06-10. 


