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Decision S3 l.O C77 OCT 191983 
-------

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMM1SSIO~ OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNTA 

In the matter of ~he application ) 
of SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANSPORTATION) 
COMPANY for an order authorizing ) 
the construction at ~rade of two ) 
(2) industrial spur tracks in~ ) 
upon and across Alameda Street in ) 

APplication ~3-04-25 
(Filed A'oril 11. , 9~l3) 

the City of Los AnP.eles. County of) 
Los An2eles. State of California. 5 

o PIN I () N ---- ........ -. 

Sou~hern Pacific Transporeation Company (SPT) reouests 

authority to cons~ruct twO industrial spur tracKs at ~rade across 

Alameda Street in Los Angeles. Los A~eles County. -, 

The proposed industrial spur tracks ~ll provide rail 

service to the new Los Angeles Wholesale Produce Market. This is a 

redevelopment project involving a cooperative ~reement amo~ the 

City of Los Angeles. the Federal Governcent. and Birtcher Pacific 

Company. The area bei~ redeveloped as a produce marke~ is bounded 

by Seventh Street on the north. Alameda Street on the east, OlympiC 

Boulevard on the south. and Central Avenue on the west. 

The City of Los Angeles (City). ne?Ar~ent of , 

Transportation. is the lead AAency for this project under the 

California Environmental Ouali~ Act of '970 (CEOA). as amended, 

Public Resources Code Sections 21000 et seq. After preparation and 
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review of an Initial Study. City issued a Ne~ative Declaration and 

approved the project. On July 15. 1983. a Notice of Determination 

~as filed with the Los Angeles County Clerk ~hich found that 

"Project will not have a significant effect on the environment." 

The Co~~ission is a responsible ~ency for this project 

under CEOA and has reviewed and considered the lead a~ency9s 

Initial Study and Ne~ative Declaration. The site of the pro~osed 

project has been inspected by the Commission staff. 

Birtcher Pacific Company. developer of the project. 

desires that rail service be provided to the produce market in the 

very near future. It is. therefore. requested that the usual 

30-day waiti~ period on an order be waived. We will make our 

order effective immediately. 

Notice of the application was published in the 

Commission9s Daily Calendar on April 12. 1983. ~o protests have 

been received. A public heari~ is not necessary. 

Findings of Fact 

1. SPT requests authority under Publie ntilities Code 

Sections 1201 to 1205 to construct two spur tracks at ~rade across 

Alameda Street in Los ~eles. Los Angeles County. 

2. The proposed industrial spur track crossings are reauired 

to provide rail service to the new ~os A~eles ~olesale Produce 

Market being developed by Birtcher Pacific Com~ny. 

-2-



A.83-04-2S T/RWS/AFM/~C 

3. Public convenience and necessity reQuire construction of 

the proposed industrial spur track crossin~s. 

4. The s?ur track crossi~s will be within 7.00 feet of the 

intersection of F.i~hth and Alameda Streets~ therefore~ the traffic 

control sir,nals at the intersection should be preem?ted upon the 

approach of a train. 

S. Public safety requires that protection at the crossin~s 

be one Standard No. 8-A automatic flashin~-li~ht si2nal with 

cantilever (General Order 75-C). 

6. Pendin~ installation of the automatic f1ashi~-li7.ht 

signal, the requirements of public safety at the crossi~ mav be 

met by the installation of one Standard No. 1-R crossi~ si~n 

(General Order 7S-C) at each crossin~ and fla~i~ of the 

crossin~s. 

7. City is the lead a~ency for this project under CEOA. as 

amended. 

8. The Commission is a res?Onsible a~eney for this project 

and has revi~ed and considered the lead a~ency's Initial Study and 

N~ative Declaration. 

9. The project will have no si~nificant im~act on the 

environment. 
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Conclusions of Law 

1. The application should be ~rAnted as set forth in the 

following order. 

2. The usual 30-day effective date on an order should be 

waived as Birteher Pacific Company, developer of the project, 

desires that rail service be provided to the produce ~arket in the 

very near future. 

ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. Southern Pacific Transportation Company (SPT) is 

authorized to construct two industrial spur tracks at ~rade acros~ 

Alameda Street in Los An~eles, Los An~eles County, at the locations 

and substantially as shown by plans attached to the application, to 

be identified as follows: Spur Track "A" (the southerly track) as 

Crossin~ BG-4S4.S7-C and Spur Track "B" (the northerly track) as 

Crossin~ BG-484.52-C. 

2. Construction of the crossings shall be eQual or superior 

to Standard No. 1 of General Order 72-B. 

3. Clearances shall conform to General Order 26-D. Yalkways 

shall conform to General Order 11&. 
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4. Protection at the crossings shall be one Standard ~o. R-A 

automatic flashing-lip.ht si~nal with cantilever (General Order 7S-C) 

to be located north of spur track "B". 

5. For a period not to exceed one year from the date of this 

order. protection at the crossinRs may be one Standard No. 1-R 

crossi~ sign (General Order 75-C) at each crossin~. No on-rail 

vehicle shall operate over the crossings unless it is first brou~ht 

to a stop and traffic on the street protected by a member of the 

crew. or other competent employee of the railroad. acti~ as 

flagman. The flagman shall ?lace a minimuo of two fusees on the 

north side of the track in use prior to entry of the on-rail 

vehicle into the crossing. 

6. 'Written instructions shall be issued by SP'I' to train."I'len" 

operating over the crossings. to comply ~th the fla~ging 

instructions. A coPY of the instructions shall be filed ~th the 

Commission within 30 days after installation of the crossings. 

Suitable signs shall be installed on both tracks calling the 

attention of trainmen to the fla~~ing instructions. 

7. Construction ex~ense of the crossings and installation 

cost of the automatic protection shall be borne by SPT. 

8. Maintenance of the crossings shall conform to General 

Order 72-~. Maintenance cost of the automatic protection shall be 

borne by SPT. 
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9. Traffic control si~nals ~ich are located at the adjacent 

intersection of EiMth and Alameda Streets shall be preeTll'Pted upon 

the approach of a train. 

10. ~ithin 30 days after completion of the work under this 

order. SPT shall advise the Commission in writinR. 

This authorization shall expire if not exercised within 

two years unless time is extended or if the above conditions are 

not complied ~th. Authorization may be revoked or modified if 

public convenience. necessity. or safety so re(luire. 

This order is effective todav. 

Dated __ O_CT_1_9_i9_83 ___ • at gan Francisco. California. 
, 

LEONA.RD I-:. CRIMZS .. ~. 
?rO~!eo.:.~ 

V!C::OR Cll,:'7C 
r2!SC!!.L... ..... c. c?.t.-W 
DO!\!'..1.D 7r).L 
W!1~!1_~ ~. 3AGL~! 

COl::lJ.SS!o::o:-s 

I CERtIP1: 7:~T ~S DECIS!CN 
~·v:S J.~P?;~.C;'.:'8 3"~" Tb'1: ~~;OVE, 
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