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Dec ision No. 868:16 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STAXE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the matter of application of 
Dou9'las Bus Linos, Inc. I 

a corporation, for ~gcncx a~thoritx 
to increase fares to offset increase in 
general operating costs. 

OPINION ........ ...----- ... ~ 

) 
) 
) Application No. 56799 
) (Filed October 8, 1976) 
) 

Douglas Bus Lines, Inc. (Douglas) operates service as a 
Passenger Stage Corporation (PSC-453) along some 40 routes in 
Southern California. The service is of the "home-to-work" character, 
providing commute transportation from residential neignoorhooQs 'to 
several large places of o~ployment in the Los Angeles area. By 
this application, Douglas seeks authority to, increase its weekly 
passenger fares to offset recent increases in certain operating 
cA-penses. 

Presently, the fares range from $5.75 to $11.50 per week 
dcpo~ding on the route invo1ved7 fares ~ould increase to betw~n $7.25 
~nd $14.00 per week if this applieation is granted. 

Douglas also seeks authority to inerease tariff fares on 
several routes not presently being operated, and to supplement its 
regular ~eokly fares with the additio~ of daily fares. The daily 
fares would benefit passengers by enabling them to travel one or 
two days ~it~out being re~ired to pay a full weekly fare as ic now 
the case. 

In support of this application, Douglas cites certain 
increased labor expenses as well as increases in the cos~ of fuel. 
Insurance and driver expenses will increase with any increase in 
gross reven~es .. 

This application was listed in the Cormnission's Daily 
C~lendar. Additionally, the Co~ission staff notified affected 
public transit operators and planning agencies of the receipt of this 
application, pursuant to California Public Utilities Code 
Sections 730.3 and 730.5. No protests or substantive comments 
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have been received. The Commission staff has reviewed this appli
cation and recommends th'lt it 'be grantea. The staff estimates that 
the operating ratio under present fares is approximately 103 percent 
and would be about 97 percent under the proposed fares. A public 
hearing is not necessary. 

After consideration, the Commission finds that: 
1. The requested increase would result in additional annual 

revenuos in the amount of $60,l39. 
2. The proposed increases in weekly passenger fares are 

justified. 
3. The proposed addition of d~ily fares is reason~le and will 

represent an added convenience to the passengers. 
ORDER 
-.IIl' .................. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. Douglas Bus Lines, Inc., is authorized to establish the 

increased weekly fares with the a.ddition of the new daily faxes, as 
proposed in A. 56799. Tariff pUblications authorized to be m~e ~ 

a result of this order may be made effective not earlier than five 
d~ys after the effective date of this order on not less than five 
daysf notice to the Commission ~d to the public. 

2. This authority shall expire unless exercised within ninety 
days after the effective date of ~is oraer. 

3. In addition to the required posting and filing of tariffs, 
applicant shall give notice to the public by posting in its buses 
a printea explanation of its fares. Such notice sball be postea not 
less than five days before the effective aate of the fare changes 
and shall remain posted. for a period of not less than thirty days. 
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Since the carrier is presently operating ~t a loss, the 

effectivo date of this order is the date hereof. 

Dated at r California, this 
,,-d.,., 

~jl:C T-'-.!::J~~Q 
.,.., 

day of "JANUft.RY , 1971 

COmmissioners 
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