
WE 

Decision No. __ 8;;..6..-8_5_3 ___ _ 

BEFORE !HE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE SIATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of Che Application of 
MENDOCINO COAST RATlJJAY dba 
CAlIFORNIA WESTERN RAILROAD 

for authority under S5 454 and 491 of 
the Public Utilities Code to establish 

) 
) 

5 
) 

a special roundtrip passenger excurs:i.on ) 
fare between Fort Bragg ~nd Willits, ) 
C~lifornia on the one hand and Mile Post) 
21.3 (Northspur> California) on the ) 
other hand. ) 

OPIN!ON .... -- .......... -..-

Applic~tion No. 56889 
(Filed November "24, 1976) 

Applicant, Mendocino Coast Railway, a railroad corporation, 
doing bUSiness as California Western Railroad, requests authority to 

• 
establish special round trip passenger excursi.on feres between Fort 
Bragg and ~illits, California, on the one ha~~, a~d North Sp~ at 
~alcpost 21.3) on the other hand. 

In addition to the basic daily motor car service, applicant 
presently operates one extra) steam or diesel powcree excursion train 
during the sUI:l:::ler-'months with about five cars. The excursion train 
does not stop for pc'lssengersat intermediate stations but Qal(es one 
round trip between Fort Bragg and Willits on days it is operated. ~ 
conformity with Local ?assenger Tariff 3-K~ the only fares applicable 
-on this train are the one-way and round-trip fares bet"Necn Fort Bra.gz 
and t'1illits, i.e.: Adults $8.20, Children $4 .. 10 ro1.mci trip ~nd 
Adults $5.45, Children $2.75 one-way. 

Applicant proposes to oper~te au aQaitional extr~ excursion 

train, for a total of two extra trains ~uricg the sucmer to~~ist 
season, O:le originating at Fort Bragg, and c:c tlt v~illits. Taese 
tr~ins will ~o:) ~o~ever, operate throu~ be~Ne¢n Fort B=agg and 
W!.11its) but will turn aro1lnd ",t Y.d.lepost 21.3, Nortbcp'Ur, each XDakir..g 
two rOu:ld trips on the &ys operated. The arriv~l ax:.<! dep.:l::::ure 
~imcs at Milepost 21.3 on each round trip will ovcrl",? to aleo ?ro'~dc 
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by tr~nsfer between tr~ins7 both one-way and round-trip service 
between Fort Bragg and Willits. !be new round-trip fares between 
Fort Bragg or Willits and Northspur will be $5.75 for adults and 
$3.25 for children. 

Applicant feels these shorter round-trips would be more 
attractive and would provide additional seating capacity for the 
tourist patrons. At present, adult round trip fares applying on the 
basic motor car service to Ydlepost 21.3 (Nortbspur) are $4.50 from 
Fort Bragg- and $3.90 from Willies. Under the proposed excursion 
servicc7 seating capacity will be increased to sligbtly more than 
double the present capacity; however, it is not anticipated that 
patronage will double. 

vlitb this new service, applicant hopes to turn around its 
present loss trend so that it may continue to· provide this scenic 
excursion attraction for tourists. 

Applicant has received letters in support of its new 
service from the Cities of Willits and Fort Bragg and the Fort 
Bragg-Mendocino Coa$t and Willits Chambersof Commerce. 

The Transportation Division staff h~s reviewed the 
~pplication and recommends that in absence of protest or request for 
public bearing7 it should be granted by ex parte order. 

Copies of this application were servec on all inte~ested 
parties and the proposed £3res posted by applic~nt at all its 
stations. No protest has been received. Since tbe service involved 
is a summer season tourist 3ttraction7 the provisions of 
Sections 730.3 and 730.5 of the Public Utilities Code arc not 
applicable. 

The Commission encourages experimentation by carriers in 
circumstances such as this where they desire to modify their 
exis~ing operations in order to present a more attractive service to 
the public. 

The Commission finds that the new excursion fares arc 
justified and concludes that a public bearing is not necessary and 
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the applica~ion should be gr~ted. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1.. California W'estern R.3ilrO.:td is authorized to establish the 

increa.sed fares as see forth in the application. T:lrif£ publications 
au~horized to be made as a result of this order 'Clay be made effective 
not earlier than five days after the effective date of this order on 
not less than five days' notice to the Col::mission anG to the public. 

2.. 'l'he Author;' ty shall expire unless exercised within one 
hundred and cigney days after tbe effective date of this ozder. 

The effective elate of this oreer shall be twenty days 
after the date hereof. 

Dated at San· Fr'4ci5eO 

Gay of JANUARY 
;, California7 this _~.Io\;...'#;-'l"~ __ 

, 1977. 
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Commissioners 
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