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. Decision No. 870:12 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE SJ:'ATE OF CA!"n'C~"IA . 

Application of Arthur w. carries, 
for exemption from the proVisions 
ot the rules proVid~~ for mandator,y 
underground1ng of electric lines" 
Camp Angelus, San BernardinO: County. 

OPINION ..... .-..--~- ... -

Application No. 56827 
(Fi1~d October 22, 1916; 
amended Decemoer 23, 1976) 

Applicant Art~ur W. Carries seeks authority to deviate from 
mandatory ~~de~grou.~ding requirements of Southern CaJj.fo~ia Edison 
Company's (Edison) R\!le 15 and General Telephone Cor:..perJ.:/ of 
California's (General Telephone) Rule 34A. 

The deViation is requested ~or Tract 8136, P~elus Oaks" 
san Bernar.d1no Cou."lty" California" located 1n an unincorporated, 
woodec1, mO'U.."l~1nou3 a:-ea along State Highway No .. 38, about 20 m1les 

e ea.st 0'£ the City o~ r.€-~:'a.."lds. It consists of 91 lots" vary1.."'lg :1n 

size from about 0.2 to 2.2 acres. The tract was approved by the 
San Bernardino COU!i.t:r Ple.nn1ng CommiSSion on September 6; 1973". 
The tinal map was recorded in the office of the San Bernar~ino'County 
Recorder on Jan"J.8.1""J 31, 1974 .on pages 11 through. 14, 1nclus,1 ve" of 
San Berns.rd1r..o CO'Unt:r Book of Maps No. 121.. Th.1s tract is the last 
private property available tor development in the Vicinity. All 
electric and telephone service in the Vicinity is proV1de~ by over
he&d lines. 

Two moderately sized houses have been completed 1n the 
tract ~"ld will be occupied as permanent residences as soon as 
electric service is ava11aole. Two other houses are nearing comple
tion and two more are to be started as soon as weather permits in 

the spring .. 
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The folloWing are summaries of letters attached to the 
application as tiled from parties or agencies haVing involvement 
in the proViding of or approval or electrical and/or telephone 
services to Tract 8136: 

·'e 

1. The Environmental Improvement Agency of Ss.n ,Bernard1no' 
County 1n a letter to applicant, dated October 14" 1976" indicated 
that approval by the Public Utilities Commission or the application 
ror deVi~tion from undergrounding requirements is prerequisite to 
filing for a waiver by the Planning Commission or County requirements 
for undergrounding. Applicant states that Planning Commission 
approval is rout1ne following favorable Public Utilities Commission 
c1ec1sion .. 

2. General Telephone, in a letter to applicant dated 
October 1, 1976" expressed the opinion that" " .... Xract 8136 should 
qualify tor this deViation .. " Applicant amended his application to 
include deViation trom telephone service undergrounding requirements. 

3. Edison, in a letter to the applicant dated June 24, 1975, 
stated that, the installation in Tract 8136 does. not fulfill the 
specifications for overhead construction set forth in Edison's 
Rule lSC. They note, however, that all existing .distribution 
lines in the community are overhead. 

4. Ec1ison,,!n a letter to' applicant dated september 28, 
1916, compared the cost of an overhead system ($15,,600 entirely 
refundable) to the advance of $22,725 for an 'Undergrou.nd system 
($l80 is not refundable) and stated that "Edison does not foresee 
MY installation problems of our underground system once you have 
prOVided the necessary trench With sand cushion." (Emphasis added.: 
see next paragraph.) Edison also indicated that expenses to 
customers for 'Undergrounding tbeir serVice connect1onswould. .be 

excesz1ve in some areas ot the tract. 
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5. An excavating and grading contractor" Mr .. W .. E .. Fagerstedt, 
in a letter to applicant dated September 30, 1976, stated that because 
of the rock structure and h.a.rdness in the t:ract~ ff ...... it is not 
practical and next to ~poss1ble to get electrical services to 
houses except by utillty poles and. overhead Wires." 

Applicant states that he has exhausted all financial 
resources available to him in meeting other unforeseen expenses that 
have been imposed since inception of this development in 1909-

A Co~ssion starr engineer prepared a report dated 
December 23, 1976 setting forth his conclusions and recommendations 
on the matter.. This report, received as Exhibit 1, states that 
after a reView of the application and an on-site inspection of the 
subdiV1sion the staft engineer recommends an ex parte grant o~ the 
requested deviations to the mandatory undergrounding requirements 
of Edison and General Telephone~ 

e Findtpgs 

1. San Bernard1no County Trs,c t 8136 is located 1.."'1 an tm1.."'1cor
porated" wooded, mounta1nousarea alor~ State Highway No. 38 at 
Angelus Oaks, about 20 miles east of the City or Redlands. 

2. Highway 38 has not been designated as s. Scenic R1ghway 

in the Vic1n1ty or An.gelus Oaks. Consequently" restnet10ns 01" 

D. 80864 do not apply. 
3. Tra.et 8136 was a.pproved 'by the san Bernardino County 

Planning CommiSSion on September 6" 1973. The fina.l map was recorded 
in the office of the San Ber.nerdinoCounty Recorder on January 31, 
1974. 

4. A wa,i ver 01" the County underground1ng requirements is 
dependent on approva.l by the Public Utilities Commission of the 
application for deviation from Edison's tariff Rule 15 and General 
Telephone's tariff Rule 34A. 

-3-



........... .. J • 

5. Tract 8136 is a continuation ot previous developments 'by 
the applicant and is the last private property available tor develop
ment in the A.~elus Oaks vicinity. 

6. All electric and telephone service 1n adjo1n1ng and nearby 
tracts is prov1oeo trom ~verhead lines which are inconspicuous among 
the tall conifers and smaller deciduous trees. 

7. Non-recoverable expenses to the applicant assoc1a.ted with 
the underground~ of utilities would 'be around $lOO~OOO. Free 
overhead line extension allowances tor the four hou~es alre&4y complete 
or nearing completion would cover all out $2~OOO to $3~OOO ot the cost 
ot overhead electrical system~ 

8. The expenses aSSOCiated W1 th 'Ul'J.derground1ng 1n the prevalent 
rock ::>tructure ot th1s tract would impose a severe financial burden 
on the applicant as well as the purchases or a maJority or the lots. 

9. Neither Edison nor General Tel~phone object to proViding 
4It0verhead utilities services. 

. 10. Edison and General Telephone should be authorized to deV1a.te 
trom their respective mandator.y undergrounding requirements of the~r 
line extension rules so as to provide overhead electric and telephone 
service in Tract 8136 ~ Angelus Oaks.) san Bernard1no County" Calit'orn1a. 

11. It can be seen with certainty that there is no possibil1ty 
that the actiVity 1n question may have a significant effect on the 
environment. 

Conclusions 

1. A publ1c hearing is not required. 
2. The CommiSSion concludes that the application should be 

granteo as proVided in the order that tollows. 

ORDER -------
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. Southern California Edison Company is authorized to deviate 
flrom the manda.tory unoergrounding requ.1rement ot its electriC ,line, 
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extension rule or its tar1!! 1n order to proV1de overhead electric 
serVice to the subd1vision, Tract No .. 8136. 

2. General Telephone Company o~ California is authorized to 
deviate trom the mandator.y underground1ng requirement o~ its tele
phone line extenSion rule or its tar1~ts 1n order to provide overnea4 
telephone service te> the Camp Angelus su'bd1V1s1on, Tract Ne>. 8136. 

The ettecti ve da.te or this order sha.ll be twenty days 
after the date hereof. 

Dated at .~~ __ San_Fr:ulc __ isc_O ___ , Cal1:f'orn1a." this ,;($jI);t( 

day or FEBRUARY. , 1977. 
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Co:m1s:;1oner W!.ll1.o.m Symons. Jr •• bo'.t1g 
noees~11y abzont. did ~~t ~1c1~Qto 
in·'tho d1::~:;1t1o:l ot th1:; p~ocoodil:tg. 
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