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BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF. CALIFORNIA

Application of Luther H. Colv-.:.n,
for exemption from the provisions - Application No. 56762

of the rules providing for mandatory (Filed September 20, 1976)
wundergrounding of utilities lines,
Yucca Valley, San Bernardino County.

CPINIONX

-~ Applicant Luther E. Colvin seeks suthority to deviate Irom
nandatory undergrounding requirements of Southern Californiz Edison
Company's (Edisomn) Rule 15 and Genersl Telephone Company of Califormia's
(General Telephome) Rule 34A.

The deviation is requested for San Bermerdizo Comnty
Tract 6812, located in an unincorporated, rolling, desert region sbout

4.2 miles northeast of the community of Yucca Valley. The tract
consists of 24 lots of adout 0.4 acres each. The tract was approved
by the San Bernsrdino County Plaxning Commissioz on Janusxry 10, 1963.
The tract map was recorded in the office of the Sex Bernardino County
Recorder oz Auvgust 28, 1964, on pages 46 and 47 of San Bemardn.no
County Book of Maps No. 92.

One all-electric house, completed in the tract in June, 1976,
will be occupied as a permanent residence as soon as electxic service
iz available. Tke owner does not believe that overhead utility service
would have an adverse exmvirommental impact inasmuck as sll-electric
service in the vieinity is provided by overhead lines and a telephone
pole line runs slong the north boundary of the tract. "




A. 56762 FG

The following are summaries of letters attached to the
application as filed from parties or agencies having involvenent
in the providing of or approval of electrical and/or telephone
services to Tract 68l2:

1. The Environmental Improvement Agency of San Berrardino
County in a letter to applicaxnt, dated September 4, 1976, stated
that because Tract 6812 was approved by the San Bernardine Planzning
Compission prior to the adoption of sny County regulation requiring
the undergrounding of utility lires in new developments and that said
tract is adjacent to developments oz all sides presently sexrved from
overhead utility lines, the County does not object to permitting
overhead utility limes within the tract. |

2. General Telephone, in a letter to applicant dated
Septenber 3, 1976, stated that General Telephone has no objection to
the applicant filing for a deviation from vndergrounding telephone
facilities in Tract €8l2.

3. General Telephone, in a letter to applicant dated
September 15, 1976, estimated the cost of underground service to the
24 lots of the tract to be $4,000.

4. The Hi-~-Desert County Water District, in a letter to the
applicant dated September 16, 1976, stated that they have no odjection

to the granting of a deviation to allow overhead electric utilivies
in Tract 6812. ' |

5. Edison, in a letter to the spplicant dated August 17, 1976,
stated that they have no objectior to a deviation that would allow
overhead comstruction within the tract. |

6. Edison, in & second letter to applicant dated August 17,
1976, compared the cost of am underground system, $20,395.50 including
trenching (of which $15,556 is potentially refundable if conditions
for refund are fulfilled within 10 years) to $6,547.50 for overhead
line extension c¢ost, all of which will be refundable from the free
line extension sllowances of the first few houses built in the tract.
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Applicant states that it is Impossible and Iimpractical for
him to provide $20,395.50 to meet the advance payment required by
Edlson plus trenching costs. It can be safely assumed that an
additional $4,000 for telephone undergrounding would represent an
added impossibility.

A Commission staff engineer prepared a report dated
December 27, 1976, setting forth his conclusions and recommendations
on the matter. This report, received as Exhibit 1, states that after
a review of the application and an on-site inspection of the sub-
division the starff engineer recommends an ex parte grant of the

requested deviations to the mandatory undergrounding requirements
of Edison and General Telephone.
Findings .

1. San Bernardino COunty Tract 6812 4is located in an
unincorporated, desert ares shout 4.2 miles in a northeasterly
direction from the community of Yucca Valley.

2. No highway within 1,000 feet of Tract 6812 has been
designated as & scenic highway. Consequently, restrictions of
D. 80864 do not apply- |

3. Tract 6812 was approved by the San Bernardino County
Planning Commission on Januwary 10, 1963. The tract map was recorded
in the office of the San Bernardino County Recorder on August 28,
1964, or. pages 46 and 47 of Book of Maps No. 92.

L. Approval of the tract predaeted San Bernardino County's
adoptlon of regulations requiring undergrounding of utility lines.
The County has no obdbJection to permitting overhead utility 1ines in
this tract.

5. Most electric and telephone service in adjoining and nearbdby
tracts 1s provided from overhead lines which are within one-half mile
on all sides of Tract 6812.

6. Deviations from undergrounding requirements were granted by

D. 85884 to Tracts 7590, 7959, 7812 and 7803. These tracts are in
. the proximity of Tract 6812.

-3-




A. 56762 FG

7. Applicant is unable to provide approximately $24,000
‘advance payment required for undergrounding of utilities in this
tract. Free overhead line extension allowance for the all-electric
house already completed would provide approximately one-third of
the overhead line extension for the tract. The remaining cost of
around $4,000 would be refunded when service is estadblished to the
next few (two to four) residences in the tract. |

8. The expenses assoclated with undergrounding of utilities
in this tract would impose a severe financial burden om +he
applicent and an unexpected additional financial burden on the
purchasers of the lots.

9. Neither Edison nor Genersl Telephone odbject to providing
overhead utilities services.

10. Edison and General Telephone should be authorized to
deviate from their respective mendatory undergrounding requirements
of thelr line extension rules so as to provide overhead electric

and telephone service in Tract 6812, Yucea Valley, San Bernardino
- County, California. ‘
1l. It can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility

that the activity in question way have a significant effect on the
environment.

Coneclusions

1. A public hearing is not required.

2. The Commission concludes that the application should be
granted as provided in the order that follows.




ORDER
IT? IS ORDERED that:

l. Southern Californie Edison Company is suthorized to
deviate from the mandatory undergrounding reguirement of its electric
line extension rule of {ts tariff in order to provide overhead
electric service to the Yucca Valley subdivision, Tract No. 6812.

2. General Telephone Company of Californla is authorized to
deviate from the mandetory undergrounding requirement of its
telephone line extension rule of Lts teriffs in order to provide
overhead telephone service to the Yucca Valley sudbdivision, Tract
No. 6812. co
The effective date of this order shall be twenty days
after the date hereof. h‘ |

ated at San Francisco » California, this 23~AL day

or  FESRUARY"" ——*

oners

Commi~=iancr Willlan Symons, Jr.. belng

gecessarily absent, ¢ié 2ot par,ticipam,_
1a the &ispesition of thiS procpogmg.<

, . Sturgeon, boiag
ompissioner Vernoa L '
gocossgruv absent,, &id not particlipate

4n the assposition of this proceqd::.ng-'




