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Decision No. 87061 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC utILITIES COMMISSION OF THE ST~ OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of the City of Stockton, ) 
a political subdivision of the State ) 
of California, having corporate ) 
powers, for an order to eonstruct a ) 
crossinq at-grade .of the Western ) 
Pacific Railroad Company over the ) 
proposed easterly extension of Marcb ) 
Lane, anc1 to close the crossing ) 
at-grade' No. 4-9S.9 of the Western ) 
Pacific Railroad at Fulton Street in ) 
the City of Stockton, California. ) 

OPINION 
---~ ........ ~ 

Application No. 56646 
(Filed July 28, 1976) 
(Amended Nov. 10 .. 1976) 

As part of the project to oonstr~t the March Lane Express
way between El Dorado Street and West Lane, the City of Stockton 

requests authority to construct March Lane at grade across the traCks 
of Tile Wcstertl pacific Railroad Company. Authority is also reqt.tested 

to close the existing at-grade crossing of Fulton Street (Crossing 
4-9S.9) across the tracks of The Western Paeific: Railroad Company, all 
in the City of Stockton, San Joaquin County. 

The City of Stockton is the lead agency for both projects 
pursunnt to the California Environmental Ouality Act of 1970, as 
amended.. After review of an Environmental Impact Report, the City of 
Stockton approved the V~ch Lane Expressway project and on July 6, 
1976 filed a Notice of Determination with the San Joaquin County Clerk 
which found that. "the project will not have a si9nificant effect on 
the environment." After r~i~ of a NecJative Dcclar~tion, the City of 
Stockton also approved the project 1:0 close the Fulton Street crossin9 
of the tracks of The Western Pacific Railroad Company and on November~ 
1976, filed a Notice of Determination W'ith the San Joaquin County 

., . 

Clerk which found that "the project wi~tl not have a significant effect 
on the environoent .. " 
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Notice of the application and ~~c amendment were published 
in the Commission's Daily Calendar on July 29, 1976 and on November 11, 
1976, respectively. No· protests have been received. A public hearing 
is not necessary. 

FIN D I N'G S 
-.~------

After consideration, the commission finds: 
1. Applicant should be authorized to construct March Lane at 

grade across the tracks of 'the Western Pacific Railroad 
Company in the City of Stockton, San Joaquin County, at the 
location and sUbstantially as Shown by the plan attached to 
the application, to be identified as Crossing 4-96.9. 

2.. Applicant should also be authorized to close the Fulton Street 
at-grade crossing of The Western Pacific ~lroad Company's 
tracks, identified as Crossing 4-95 .. 9. 

3. Construction of the March Lane crossing should be equal or 
superior to Standard No. 4-C of General Order 72-B. 

4. Protection at the March Lane crossing' should be 'bN'o Standard 
No.9 automatic gate-type signals (General Order 75-C). 

S.. Clearances should be in accordance with General Order 26-0. 
Wa~ays should conform to General Order 118. 

6. Construction costs of the March Lane crossing and installation 
and maintenance costs of the automatic protection Should be 

borne in accordance ·..,ith an agreement to be entered into 
among the parties relative thereto, and a ~opy of said agree
ment, together with plans of the crossing approved. by The 
Western Pacific Railroad COmpany should be filed ~ith the 
Commission prior to commencing construction. Should the 
parties fail to agree, tho commission W'ill apportion the 
construction costs of the crossing and the installation and 
maintenanee costs of the automatic protection by further 
order. 
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7. Maintenance of the Marc~ L~~c ~ro$sin9 shoulobe in accord
ance with General Order 72-2. 

8. Maintenance cost of the automatic protection should be borne 
in accordance with the agreement to be entered into among 
~~c parties relative thereto pursuant to the provisions of 
Section 1202.2 of the Public Utilities Code. 

9. Upon complotiQn of the March Lane Crossing and its opening 
to vehicular traffic, applic~t should remove and physically 
close the Fulton Street crossing_ 

10. Applicant is the lead agency for the projects to construct 
the March Lane Expressway between E1 Dorado Street and West 
Lane and to close the existing Fulton Street srade crossing 
of the tracks of The 'vlestern Pacific Railroad Company pursuant 
to the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970, as 

amended.. On June 24, 1976 applicant approved its final 
Environmental Impact Report for the March Lane Expressw~ 
Project and on October 26, 1976 approved its Negative 
~eclarat~n for the project to close the Fulton Stroot grade 
crossing. The Commission has considered ~e aforementioned 
final Environmental Impact Report and Negative Declaration 
and the respective Notices of Determination in renaerin9 its 
decision on this project and finds that: 
(a) The environmental impact of the proposcc1 action is 

insignificant. 

(1:>, The planned construction is the most feasiDlc and 

economical that will avoid any cnvironoental impact. 
(c) There are no known irreversible environmentaJ. changes 

involved in this project. 

CONCLUSIONS 
---'-~------'----~ 

On tho basis of the foregoing findin9s, we conclude that the 
~pplieation should be 9ranted as set forth in the following order: 
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IT IS ORDERED that: . 

1. 'I'"'.ne City of Stockton is authorized to construct March Lane 

at grade and to close the crossing of Fulton Street 

(Crossing 4-95.9) at grade across the traeks of The Western 
Pacific Railroad Company in the City of Stockton, San Joaquin 

County, as set forth in the findings of this 4ocision. 

2. Within 30 days after completion. pursuant to this order, 

applicant shall so advise the Commission in writing-. 

This authorization shall expire if %'lot exercise<! within two 
years unless time be extended or if the above conditions are not 

complied with. Autho'rization mQ.y be revo'}(ed Qlr mod:i.fiee if public 

convenience, necessity or safety so require. 
The effective date of this order shall be twenty days after 

the date hereof. 
San Francisco J._ Dated at ~~""",," _______ , California, this _"",9_7-:,..." __ _ 

blARCR day of __________ , 1977 •. 
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