SRICIAL
BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF A ALIFORNIA

Application of Wallan and Johnson

& partnershlp for a varliance from .
requiring electric service to the Application No. 56533
Meadows Subdivision which is e (Filed June 7, 1976)
large lot residentlal agricultural

subdivision.

QPINION

Applicants James 0. Johnson, Anite M. Johnson,
Kennetsa R. Wallan and Meredith Wallan (& partnership) seek authority
to deviate from mandatory undergrounding requirement of Pacific
Gas and Electric Ccmpany (PG&E) Rule No. 15 in the Meadows Subdi-
vision Unit 1, a rural subdivision in Eumboldt County.

Exhiblt No. 1 herein is a staff engineer's report, result-
ing from & field investigation of this subdivision, recommends that

a deviation from undergrounding requirements be grented by an

ex parte action. The recommendation was based on facts discussed
below.

Applicants’ property for which the deviation 1s sought
is located northeast of the wnincorporated community of Garberville,
Callifornie in moderately-timbered, rugged foothills. The subdi-
vision consists of 424 acres divided into 69 lots varying in size
from 1.5 acres to 21 acres. There are 14 lots less than 3 acres;
L lots are less than 2 acres. Average lot size is adbout 6 acres.
The tentative map of Meadows Unit 1 has been approved by the
Humboldt County Planning Commission. The final map will be recorded
and the subdivision zoned upon the applicants' submitting such nap
t¢ the Planning Commission. The applicants are awaiting a PUC deci-
slon on thelr request for deviation from undergrounding vefore sub-
nltting thelr final mep. The subdivision will be zoned for no-split
recreational residential use (A-G primary zone, B-6 combining zone).
Tne applicants will provide deed restrictions which would further
limlt the possiblility of lot splitting, and which would limit one
single family dwelling on each parcel.
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The adjacent land known as Meadows Unit 2 will be
developed into 3-acre uminimum lot slizes. The subdivision is
planned to be served by the Garderville Weter Company and the
Garverville Senitary Districs.

Overhead lines exist within the subdivision zs Well as in
neardy areas. Two parallel 60 kv transmission lines and a 12 kv
distridbution line extend across the subdivision along & 75-foot
easement. In addition, & 12 kv distridbution line abuts the subdi-
vislon on the west, serving adjacent Forest Service facilitiles.

New overhead lines would not bhe in proximity to or
visidvle Irom a designated scenic highway. DPrivate and county roads
serve ihe development; Highwey 101 pessing through Garberville is
not & designated scenic highway.

The cost for undergrounding not including trenching and
backfill Ls estimated by PG&E to be more than six times that of an
equivalent overhead system ($296,366 vs. $19,298).

PG&E's position is neutral on the issue of undergrounding v
vs. overhead service in this subdivision.

Local ordinances do not regulre underground coastruction.
The Humboldt County Planning Department 1s the only agency with
Jurisdiction and 1t has no obJection to overhead service.

The applicant, because of oversight, has not requested an
exemption from having to wnderground telephone lines. Continental
Telephone Company serving the area has no objection to providing
overnead service sudject to a deviation from their mandatory
undergrounding requirement.

Findings
L. ignificant overhead lines exist within the Meadows
Unilt 1 subdivision as well as in neardby areas.
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2. The subdivision is located near rural Garberville, in
rugged, moderately-timbered foothills, and will be served by pri-
vate and county roads. There are no designated scenlce highways
nearby.

3. The 69 lots in the subdivision range in size from
1.5 acres to 21 acres. TFourteen lots are less than 3 acres, 4 lots
are less than 2 acres.

4. Cost for undergrounding the basic electric distridution
system compared to overhead is Iin the oxrder of six to ¢one.

5. Humboldt County, in which the Meadows Unit 1 subdivision
{s located, has not adopted local requirements for undergrounding.

6. Lots in the subdivision will be zoned for no-split
recreational residential use. There are deed restrictions planned
which would limit future zoning changes and subsequent lot-splits
in this subdivislion.

7. The adjacent land will be developed into 3-acre minimum
lot sizes.

8. The subdivision is planned to be served by the
Garberville Water Company and the Garberville Sanitary District.

9. It can be seen with certainty that there is no possi-
bility that the activity in question may have a significant effect
on the environment.

10. PG&E and Continental Telephone Company should be
authorized to deviate from the mandatory undergrounding reguire-
ment of thelir Rule 15 so as to provide overhead electric and
telephone service to the Meadows Unit 1 sudbdivision.

1l. A public hearing is not reguired.

The Commission concludes that the application should be
granted as provided in the order which follows.
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IT IS ORDERED that:

1. PG&E s authorized to deviate from the mandatory
undergrounding requirement of Ats electric line extension Rule 15
of 1ts tariff so as to provide overhead electric service to the
Meadows Unit 1 subdivision. :

2. Continental Telephone Company is authorized to deviate
from the mandatory undergrounding requirement of its telephone
line extension Rule 15 of its tariff so as to provide overhead
telephone service to the Meadows Unit 1 subdivision.

3. The above deviations are contingent upon the applicant
providing deed restrictions limiting one single family dwelling on
each parcel, and limiting further division such that parcels less
than 3 acres could not de formed.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days
after the date hereof.

Dated at San Francisco ,» California, this

-

commissioners

i




