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Decision No. 87808 SEP 71977 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of PACIFIC POWER & LIGHT 
COMPANY, a corporation, for a 

Q~rtirlcat@ of PUbli~ Ccnv~nienc~ 
and Necessity to construct and operate 
a 230 kv transmission ~1ne extens10n 
in Slsk1you County, California. 

OPINION --------

Application No. 57302 
(F~led May 12~ ~977) 

Pacific Power & Light Company (Pacific) seeks an order 
of the Commission grantL~g it a certificate that present and 
future public convenience and necessity will require the con­
struction and operation by applicant of a 230 kv electric 
transmission line extension from their existing Line No. 59 10 
southern Oregon to a proposed suostation near Copco~ California. 

EIR Process and Public Hearin~s 
" 

In compliance with the prOVisions of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the Guidelines and Rule 17.1 
of the California Public Utilities Commission's Rules of Practice 
and Procedure, Pacific filed as part of their application: an 
allegation that the project will not have a significant effect 
on the environment; that the proposed project qualif1es for 
issuance of a Negative Declaration; and they requested issuance 
of said Negative Declaration. In support of their allegation, 
Pacific submitted with the application, as separate exhibits, 
information and studies for staff use in preparing an Initial 
study. 
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The exhibits were evaluated and analyzed by the 
Commission staft. An independent report ent1tled an In1t1al 
Study was subse~uently prepared by the staff. Cop1es of the 
In1tial Study were submitted to otner state and public agencies 
having expertise in various environmental areas involved in 

the project. As ~ conzequence of comments received in this 
early consultation procedure and resultant additional information 
supplied by the applicant l the Commission staft revised the 
Initial Study. 

On the baSis of the revised Initial Study the 
presiding officer (Examiner) determined that no substantial 
environmental issues had been raised and that no public hearings 
need be held. Accordingly~ on July 141 1977, Examiner D. B. steger 
issued a Negative Declaration. 

The Negative Declaration l with attached Initial Study 
was submitted to required state and local agencies on July 151 
19771 and notice. to the public of the completion of the 
Negative Declara'=ion was published in the Siskiyou Daily News 
on July 20 1 and 27, 1977. 

No exceptions to the Negative Declaration were filed. 

Project Description 

The proposed project consists of a 230 kv alternating 
current transmission line and a 230/115 kv substation in 

northern Siskiyou COuntYI California l and the extreme southeast 
part of Jackson COuntYI Oregon. The proposed route would extend 
from the new substation to be located immediately north of the 
Copco No. 2 powerhouse approximately 3 miles north to an existing 
230 kv line in southern Oregon. A total of 6 miles of new 
transmiss10n line will be required in the 175-foot wide right­
of-way. Parallel transmission lines would orig1nate from the 
new substation and terminate at the existing 230 kv line which 
would then be broken at this junction, thus effectively looping 
the ex1sting line through the new substation. 
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The tra~sm1ssion lines will be constructed on H-trame 
wood structures with an average structure height of 75 feet. 
These structures would be spaced about 1,000 feet apart. A 
total of 32 structures will be required for the two segments 
of the line. The lines will have a 35-foot minimum ground 
clearance. 

The substation will be located approximately 
1,000 feet northwest of the existing Copco No. 2 substation 
and will physically occupy an area 308 feet by 412 feet. The 
substation will contain one 230/115 kv transformer and the 

\ 

necessary switching eqUipment. The substation construction 
will require the building and maintenance of a service road 
to the facility from the Fall Creek road to the west. 

Need for the Project 

The Yreka, California, district of Pacific's system 
(essentially Siskiyou County) registered a peak load during 
the winter of 1975-76 of 76 megawatts (~w) and in recent years 
this load has been increasing at about 4 percent (or 3 mw) 
per year. Total nameplate capacity of all the hydroelectr1c 
generating units in the district 1S 67.2 mw. PacifiC estimates 
that by the 1977-78 winter the district load will exceed capacity 
by approximately 15 mw. 

At present only one transmission 11ne is available to 
transfer appreciable amounts of power into the Yreka District. 
This is the 115 kv line which extends from the Lone Pine 
Substation in Oregon to Copco No.2. If a fault occurs in 

this 115 kv line, it will relay open. This occurrence would 
probably CaUse one or more generating machines in the Copco 
area to relay off, causing a blackout in the Yreka district. 
The proposed 230 ky facilities will greatlY reduce the exposure 
to power outages in the Yreka area~ and thus will contribute 
to the future safety, health, comfort and convenience of the public. 
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Alternat1ves to the Project 

No apparent viable alternative routes ex1st unless 
consideration is given to much longer routes and their 
accompanying increases in right-of-way disturbance and land 
use. The route selected by the utility is the shortest 
feasible on~e. 

The alternative of undergrounding is not feasible 
on steep slopes and rocky terrain. Placing a transmission 
line underground also requires digging a trench~ with sub­
stantially higher env1ronmentnl costs. 

The possibility of adding additional generation in the 
Yreka District was rejected due to lack of feasible sites for 
development .. 

The no-project alternative does not '~arrant the 
increasing risk or loss of service caused by exceeding local 
capacity during times of outages on the existing single circuit. 

Environmental Matters 

A comprehensive record on environmental matters has 
been developed in this proceeding through preparation of the 
Initial Study, consultation with public agencies, and inves­
tigation by the staff of the project Site, all of which are 
elements in the EIR process culminating in the preparation 
~~d issuance of the Negative Declaration. Adverse impacts 
associated with the project are mostly short-term, and the 
tradeoffs do not involve significant commitments of 
resources. The principal adverse impacts of the proposed 
project are on the fauna of the area through partial disruption 
of their habitat and the 1ncreased human access into the 
surroun~1ng areas as a result of new access roads. 
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In this case, the extent of natural vegetation and 
animal life displaced by tower sites and new access roads will 
be minor and Pacific will re-seed disturbed areas with nat1ve 
plant species beneficial to wildlife. 

Other mitigation measures will 1nclude proper design 
of access roads to provide erosion control, scheduling or 
construction to avoid migratory Wildlife, use of existing 
roads whenever pOSSible, restriction of right-of-way clearing 

to the minimum necessary, use of construction materials 
native to the woodland ~rea~ and protection or any archaeo­

logically or historically sensitive areas that may be encountered. 

F1nd~gs 

The Commission has carefully considered the evidence 
on environmental matters, especially the contents of the 
Negative Declaration and makes the following Findings pursuant 
to Rule 17.1(j)(3) of its Rules of Practice and Procedure. 

1. Land Resources - Minor alterations of physiographic 
fe~tures will result from the project. The disturbances 
associated with construction will be of short duration while 
those associated with operation will only affect a negligible 
total land area. 

2. Biological Resources (vegetation and wildlife) - The 
major disturbance to vegetation and wildlife will be during 
construction. The construction contemplated 1n this project 
will cause no significant permanent adverse impacts on the 
biological resources of the area. Other possible adverse impacts 
have been adequately mitigated by the applicant. 

3. Air, Water and Mineral Resources - The proposed trans­
mission line is expected to have negligible impact on the water 
and no significant, impact on the air or mineral resources or 
the area. 
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4. Cultural Resources - Tt.ere will be no significant impact 
to archaeological~ paleontolog1cal or historical resources as 
a result of the project. A field survey of the archaeological 
and historical resources along the proposed right-or-way 
made by Dr. David Cole of the Un1versity of Oregon Museum of 
Natural History located several possible sens1tive areas. 
Measures suggested by Dr. Cole to mitigate any possible 
significant effects have been accepted by Pacific. 

5. Aesthetics - The project will have only a slight 
v1sual impact on the landscape of the area. The applicant's 
use of tower materials native to the area and the limiting of 
clearing to only that absolutely necessary will enable the 
transmission line to blend into the surrounding area. The 
re-vegetation of construction areas as proposed by Pacific will 
further conceal the project while providing beneficial food­
stock for wildlife. 

Conclusions 

l. The project will help maintain reliable electric 
service in an integrated system serving a major portion of 
Siskiyou County; its benefits should thus outweigh &~ possible 
minor environmental impact; its planned construction and operation 
is an economi~effic1ent~and appropA1ate means ot meeting 
projected loads ~~d maintaining reliable service. 

2. The consequences of not implementing the proposed 
transmission line would be great in both the short and 
long-term effects on the Pacific service territory~ and would 
deprive the customers in the Yreka service terr1tor,y of the 
benefits of the power which is available from out-or-state 
generation. 
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3. In conformance with General Order No. l3l-A> the 
construction and operation of the 230 kv transmiss10n line 
extension and appendant substation at Copco: 

A. Is reasonably required to meet area demands for 
present and/or future reliable and economic 
electric service; and 

B. Will not produce an unreasonable burden on 
natural resources, aesthetics of the area in 

which the proposed facilities are to be 
located, public health and satety, a1r and 
water quality in the vicinity, or parks, recre­
ational and scenic areas, or historic sites and 
buildings or archaeological sites. 

4. Present and future public convenience and necessity 
require the construction 8!ld operation of this transmission 
project. 

5. This decision should be made effective on the date 
of signing so that Pacific 'can schedule construction ahead of 
winter and the arrival of migratory wildlife. 

Applicant is placed on notice that operative rights, 
as such, do not constitute a class of property which may be 
capitalized or used as an element of value in rate tixing for 
any amount of money in excess of that originally paid to the 
State as the consideration for the grant of such r1ghts. Aside 
trom their purely pe~ssive aspect> such rights extend to the 
holder a full or partial monopoly of a class of business. This 
monopoly teature may be modified or canceled at any time by the 
State, wh1ch 1s not in any respect lim1ted as to the number of 
rights which may b~ given. 

The act10n taken herein is not to be considered as 
indicative of amounts to be included 1n tuture proceedings for 
the purpose of determining just and reasonable rates. 
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The Notice of Determination for the project is attached 
as Append,ix A to this decision, and the Commission certifies 
that the Negative Declaration has been completed in compliance 
with CEQA and the Guidelines and that it has reviewed and 
considered the information contained in the Negative Declaration. 

Based on the foregoing the Commission concludes that 
the Copco (Line 59) 230 kv transmission line extension should be 
authorized in the manner set forth in the following order. 

o R D E R 
--~---

IT IS ORDERED that a certificate of public convenience 
and necessity is granted to Pacific Power & Light Company to 
construct and operate the 230 kv transmission line extension and 
related appurtenances in Siskiyou County, California, as 
proposed by Pacific Power & Light Company in this proceeding. 

The Executive Director of the Commission is directed 
to file a Notice of Determination for the project, with 
contents as set forth in Appendix A to this decision, with the 
Secretary for Resources. 

The effective date of this order is the date hereof. 
Dated at Sa.n Fr~c.i.:;co , California, this 

7-t1 day of SEPYEMBER , 19?7. 

Co=:n1::::::1oI'lOr V~rtlon L. -S'tu·rgootl. "being 
ncce:i':aril"'(': :,on't.. .~~ ·n"t .participate 
111'the 4l,.~po:.l1'.io;o ot' ~ ~ro~cO~1D&. 
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APPENDIX A 
Page l or 15 

NOTICE OF DETERMINATION 

,TO: Secretary for Resources 
1416 Ninth Street, Room 1312 
Sacramento, California 93814 

FROM: California Public 
Utilities Commission 

350 McAllister Street 
San Francisco, Calif. 94102 

SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Determination in compliance with 
Section 21108 or 21152 of the Public Resources Code. 

Project Title 
COPeO Substation and 230-kv Transmission Ld-~c Exter~ion 

State Clearinghouse N~ber (If submitted to State Clearinghouse) 
77000224 

Contact Person 
John A. Y~ger 

Project Location 
cOPCo aro ... o~ Northern Sisk:i.you County 

Telephone Number 
( 415) $57-1259 

Project Descriptio~ 
Rcq,uest by Pacific Power and Light Company for Il certificate th3t public convenience 
and necessity require~ the construction 3nd operation of a 2So-kv electric transmission 
line extension from its ext sting line No. 59 in Southern Oregon to a proposed 
5ub~tation near COPeO. 

This 1s to advise that the California Publ.ic Utilities Commission 
as lead agency has made the following deter~nation ~~~arding the 
above described project: 

1. The project has been;A 7 ~pproved by the Lead Agency. 

a ni S~.'op!'9ve.£ 

2. The project L::7 ~ have a significant effect on the environ­
ment. 

CE7 Will pot 

;. a An Environmental Impact Report was prepared for this project 
pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 

~ A Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursu­
ant to the provisions of CEQ!. A copy of the Negative 
Declaration is attached. 

Date Received tor Filing Executive Director 
Date ______________________ ___ 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of PACIFIC POWER & tIGHT 
COMPANY, a cOTpoTation, fOT a 
Certificate of Public Convenience 
and Necessity to construct and operate 
a 230 kv transmission line extension 
in Siskiyou County, California. 

Application No. 57302 
(Filed May l2~ 1911) 

NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

In accordance with the provisions of this Commiss1on's Rule 
of Procedure 17.1 entitled "Spec1al Procedure for Implementation of 
Ca11forn1a Env1ronment~1 Quality Act of 1970 11

, 1t is my determinat10n 
that the Comm1ss1on is the Lead Agency as def1ned in State EIR Guide­
lines respons1ble for the preparation of the Negat1ve Declaration or 
F1nal EIR. On mot1on of the app11cant, it is my f1nding that the 
proposed project will not have a s1gnificant effect upon the env1ron­
mente 

Th1s finding is based on the Initial Study prepared by the 
Commiss1on staff, a copy of which is attached. 

In accordance w1th Rule l7.l(f)(2) end the State EIR Gu~de-.. 
lines, copies of this Negative Decla~ation with attached Initial Study 
will be subm1tted to governmental agencies for review and not1ce of 
its preparation will be provided to the general public. +h 

Dated at San Francisco, Ca1iforn1a, this I~ day of 
Jv i Y ) 1977. 

Donald B. Steger 
Examiner 
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CALIFORN'IA PUBUC U'I'IUTIES COMMISSION 
Utilities Divi~ion 

Environment&l Impaet Braneh 

L"T.!'I'IAL STUDY 
APPLICATION NO. 57302 

OF PACIFIC POWER &: UGHT COMPA.."ff FOR THE 
CONSTRUCTION A.~ OPERATION OF A 2}O KV TRANSMISSION 

LINE EXTENSION AND NEW SUBSTATION IN NORTlmRN SISKIYOU COUN'l'r 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

LoC1l.tion 

1. Pacific: Power &: Light Company proposes to construct and operat<e 

a 230 kv alternating current transmission line and a 230/115 kv substation 

in northern Siskiyou CountY't California, and the extreme southeast part of 

Ja.ckson County, Oregon. The proposed route would extend from a new sub­

station to 'be located. immediately north of the Co;>co No.2 powerhouse 

approximately 3 miles north to an existing 230 kv line in southern Oregon. 

Ch.9.!"Aeterist1e~ 

2. The proposed project includes construction of a 230/115 kv 

sub:Jtat1on izmnedil~tely north ot the existing Co:>co No.2 powernouse and. 

a totAl of 6 miles of 230 kv tra.nsmission line over a 3-mile right of way. 

The transmission lines would parallel each other from the new substation 

and would each connect to the existing 230 kv line which would then be 

broken at this junction. The total width of the rl,ght of way would 'be 175 

feet. 

3. The transmission lines will be constructed on H-frame wood 

structures with a.n average strueture height of 75 feet. These structures 

would be spaced about 1,000 feet apart. A total of 32 structures will be 

required. for the two segments of the line. The lines will have a 35-foot 

minimum ground clearance. 

4. The substation will be located approximately 1,000 feet north­

we~t of the existing Co~o No.2 Substation and will physically occupy an 

area 308 feet by 412 feet. The substa tic'n will contain one 230/115 kv 

tran5former and the necessary ~tching equipment. The ~'botation 

construction will require the building and maintenance of a service road. to e the facility from the Fall Croek road to the 'West. 
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5. The Yreka, California, district of Pacific's ~y~tom (essentially 

Si~iyou County) :registered a ;>eak load during the winter of 1975-76 of 76 

megawatts (mw) and in recent years this load has been increasing at about 

4 ~ercent (or 3 mw) per year. Total namepla't2 capacity of all the hydro­

electric generating units in the district is 67.2 mw. Pacific estimates 

that by the 1977-78 winter the district load ... lill exceed ca~acity ~y 

approximately 15 lll'IoT. 

6. At present only one transmis~i~n line is avail~ble to transfer 

appreciable amount3 of power into the Yre%a district. This is the 115 kv 

line which extends from the Lone Pine Subst~tion in Oregon to Copco No.2. 

It a fa.ult occurs in this 115 Xv line, it will relay open •. This occurrence 

would probably cause one or more generating machines in the Co~co area to 

relay oft, causing a probable blackout in the Yre~~ district. ~e propooed 

230 kv facilities will greatly reduce the expooure to power outages in the 

"Yreka area. 

7. The proposed project lies in the sparsely populated southern reaches 

of the Casca.de Mountains in Oregon a.. .... d northern California. The relief of 

the al"ea is dominated by the steep canyon of the Kla."'nAth P.iver and the ele­

vation of the ~ropo~ed project varies from 2,400 feet above 5ea level near 

the 3i te of the proposed substation to nea.r ;,700 feet a.bove sea level at 

the intersection of the proposed project with tr.e existing line No. 59· 
8. The climate conditions near the proposed proj~ct are chara.cterized 

'by a wide ral'lge in temperatures, eons;.dcra'ble varia'bili -:y in precipitation 

(including depth of snow at higher elevations) and occasional winter sto~~. 

The climate 13 generally dry and "'arm in the SUlT' .. 'ller (llld cold in the winter. 

Most of the variability in the wea.t..'"ler is rela.ted to the topography of 

the area.. 
9. The land near the pro;posec. project is mainly used for cattle and 

sheep grazing. Som~ logging of Incense cedar, Yellow and Sugar pine, is 

also conducted at higher elevations near the existing line No. 59. Some 

land near the origin of F~ll Creek is also used for the production of hay. 
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10. The land pr<'vic1e~ ~~d1~1one.l recreational values in the fo~ 
of: hunting. t'ishing. :rock eollec'ti%'l8 ~d camping act;i.vit:1.e". 

11. The proposed project route encompasses three major landscapes, 

the flat IL:rca alone the KlMlath River where the ~ubsta.t:!.on wou.ld 'be 

located., the steep oak, sage, rabbit-brush and Mountain mahogany-covered 

canyon .... all above the Klama t.h and. tlle mixed conifer forest along upper 

Fan CreeK and the existing line No. 59. No major scenic, wilderness 0:­

:recreation sites are located along the prolX'sed route. 

Geology 

12. The proposed project would be wi thin the Cascade Range Physio ... 

graphic Provicc and generally con3ists of Eocene ~ Recent age volcanic 

rocks. Thesc rock3 consist of la.va. flows, pyroclastics, 8.."'ld scattered. 

volcanic plugs and cinder cones. 

Hydrology 

l~. Annual rainfall amounts in the area a:re substantially less than 

tho3e experienced in the coastal regions and probably range between 20 

a.nd 30 inches. 
14.. T~e prop¢sed. tra.."'lsrnission line lies entirely wi thin the Klamath 

River .... atershed. and will be ma:Lnly associAted with Fall Creek, a tri'outs.ry 

:ltrcam. 
15. Fall Creek orieinate~1 primArily from s;>rings loc&wd. about one 

mile north of the intersection of the proposed line and the existing line 

No. 59. Do"'Tl8tream of this si tc, the stre.:u'll is diverted into & ca.n.e.l 

.... hich ~upplie3 a small hydroelectric plant opera.ted by Pacific. Below the 

:;x-.wer plant, water from Fall Creek is pumped to the city of Yreka. for use 

as a dome~tie .... ater ~upply. 

V~gets.tion 

l6. The naturally occurring vegetation along the proposed line is as 

diverse as are physical features of the area. There are at lell.stt .... O major 

vegetative zones. or area.s composed o! similar domina.."lt plant species, in 

the vicinity of tl'l.e proposed line. 
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A. Tho Mixed Coni1'er Zone, which cont.:l.in:5 tree specie3 such 8.3 
Oougla~ fir, ~]e:5tern yew, Sugar pine, Po:oderosa. pine, Ineen:e 
codar 8J'ld v.'h.ite !iz. Thi3 zone occurs in the uppeX' elevatior.!5 
along the proposeC. line near its junction with the existing line 
No. 59. 

B. The Oak Woodla.n:l Zone, which is comprised of savannah vegetation 
dominated by trees such as vlhite and. Kellogg's oaks and Doug.la3 
fir, 'i,;ith rabbitbrush, juniper and Mountain mahogany as jmportant 
shrub species. The zone occur!! eener~y at the intermediate 
and lower elevations along the propo3cd line route and substation. 

WUdlife 

17. HUdli.te near the proposed project is also variable. Wildlifc 

which 15 normally associAted with the V~ed Conifer vegetative zone would 

include grou3e, pigeon, qUAil, dove, t1Jr'~C, garter sn.3ke, alliga.tor 1iz3l'd, 

bobcat, porcupine, mount.lin beaver, chipmtll'lks, pika, black bear a.nd blaek-t:llled 

deer. 

lS. i1Udlii'c associated \'.'ith OOok Woodland vegetative zone includes the 

jackrabbit, kangnroo r.:l.t, \'.'Oodrats, rnc.:l.d.ow micc, pocket gopher3, white-rooted 

mice, bro'..m-collared lizc.rd, Pacific rattlesnake, valley quall, g:'ousc, dove, 

pigeon, bl.:l.ck boar ru;d blD.ck-t.:l.lled deor. 

*19. ~lithin the re gion, severaJ. endangered, ra."'"e, threD.tencd, and 

status un~eterm.in.ed species rove boen reported. These are the Americon Ocprey, 

Southern Bald E.:l.gle, Aleutirul C.:Il'l8.da Goose, and tho Americoln Peregrine Falcon. 

There ere three known activo osprey nest sit<:ls lOCD.ted ne.:): the proposed 

~ubstation adjacent to the Copco No. 2 Powerhouse and. a bD.ld eD.gle ~.ntcr 

roost 3X'C.:l. 13 centered noar Copco L3ke.. The Aleutian goose may occur in the 

project area .:l.S a winter resident or only pass through the area while the 
falcon h;).:1 a di.st.ribution ..... hich encor.rpa.sse:s the stud.y area, 'but is not k;no'll.'n 

to be present a't. this time. There also 13 a smaJJ. herd of wild horscs 

located ncar th(~ Foll Creek drainage. 

*20. The ha'bitat in the project 3X'e.:l. r~s boen degraded in the past due 

to overuse by cattle and d.eer. This ha.5 had Don adverse ef'foct on the 

migratory Jenny Creek d.oer herd. that winters in this area .. 

• P3I"agraph revised 11l response to com:nen~ received £rom California 
Department o! F1sh. and. Game (CDF&G). 

-40-



• 

. .e 

A. 57302 FG 

},,:\l'lh 

APPWDIX A 
P.lgo 7 or 15 

21. The aquatic resources located ncar thc propoocd projcct aro tho~o 

round in the Klamt\th River nc.lr Copeo No. 2 D",,"n and in Fall Creck. The 
primary !i5h :species in the lCl.a::l.3.t.h River ore the Po.ci!ic ~amprej", Bro,,'n, 

Rainbow 3.nd CutthroD.t trout, Mount3in, Bridgclip a.nd Lost R.iver sucker:s, 

Tui chub, Brown bullhead, Lars::-mouthcd bD.:5:3, Yellow perch 3nd Pit sculpin. 

Arodromou::; fi:5h, including sp:-ing and tall ru."'l. Chi."'l.ook ::::~"non, Coho salmon 

~ Stcelhc~d trout nrc round up'trcD.m o.~ far a:5 Iron Gate Dam. 

22. The lower portions or F.:U.l Creek, below the F311 Crccl<: powcrhou~c 

or the natural 1'all~, contain::i :5:1. .. nUar 1'i:;h Sp¢CiC3 a~ t.he Klo.":'LD.th River neor 

Copco No.2 Dom. Above the ralls, the strC.l.'n contain$ R.:d.noow .:md Bro\A.'n trout 

a3 the dominant fish :species. 

2;. The l~· ncnr the proposed project io 3lmost totally in private 
O\·.nc r ship , .... 'ith Paci1'ic O\A.'ning some or the propert.y. A smill ~ount or lnnd 

ne3.!' the proposed jO:UUnt; of the cr.isting line t,o. 59 is rec!erru. land ac!min­

istcred by the Bure.lu or Land !·~eemcnt. 

Archcolot"'j.ct\l .'1!'1d Historic V?luc~ 

24. A field surveyor the archcologic a.~ historic resources 310ng the 

propoood ;ci£;ht-o£-w;J.y wt\S ma.c.c by Dr. DJ.vid L. Cole or the University ot 

Oregon Museum or Natur31 Hi3tory. 
25. Althou&~ the proposal is not 10cJ.ted ncJ.r u."'l.Y site listed in the 

~t\tional P~k Services publication n:Nation.ll Register or Historic Places" 

Dr. Cole discovered three possible .:u-eas or archeolosico.l interest ond on 

additionl).l site or px'Ob.1.blc historic interest. 
26. Dr. Cole has expressed the opinion t1w.t i:!' the::;e areas are not 

disturbed by access roa.ds or construction acti\~ties, then the phy3ical 

presence or the project ,,111 not be detr~~ental. 
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ID~~IFICATIO~ OF E.\~1EO~~~AL EFFECTS 

Minor alteration ot physiographic teatures will result trom three 
major activities associated ~th the proposed project; construction or work 

access and maintenance roads, excavation and blasting at 5tructure sitc5, 

prep~ation ~d construction or the ~ubstation ncar Copco Dam No.2. 

28. The disturbances associated with the excavation ~~d erection ot 
the struc':.ures will be ot sher':. duration o.nci, due to the lenet.h or the line, 

a!tect a very small total lo.nd area. The impacts or constructing the 

required substation will be sliehtly larger ~incc more ~nd is disturbed. 

29. The construction or r.;')~d:l ror ,.;ork acces~ ond ~"'l.teno.ncc w:t:U 3l.so 

olter the basic lond tom to a slicht dce;rce. Kork roads wlll only be 

constructed in areas where nOM now exist or those i.."'l. existence are not 

adequ.:l.t.e. 
30. Thc proposed project, ~hcn completed, should not modi£y the use 

ot the land along the ri~~t-orway, cxcept tor a minor loss or potential 

growth ot Ponderosa pine. 

Vc!:';C7..:1tion 

31. Some veeetation, prir.l3.rily gr'asses, shrubs and torbs, w:iJ.l be lost 

where the ~ou.,d is prepared tor construction ot the substation near Copco 

No.2. 
32. . Road construction ond mainte~ce ...... :ill also require the removal. of 

some 10'11 gt'owi."'l.g sh..-.J.bs :md SOr.'lC trees. Little cleoring, other tMn tor 

mai."'l.ten:mcc roads, is expected to occur ~~ the o~, raobitbrush and 

grassla."ld arC:lS found at lo\.:er elevations. Some selective tree remoV'3l 

w:L1.l 'be required ncar the upper elcvatio::'lS of Fall Creek nC\lr the existi.~g 

line No. 59. Lit.tle adverse i:':'Ipact is expected due to the d.iverse tree 

species present in this area, many of which will not require cutting due 

to their low height. 

\':i:i.d.life 

*33. Some diSruption to ... rUdli£e of the area is expected. This 

disruption will be ,minimized by Pacific's policy or restricting clearing 

to only that necessa.~ tor·s~e co~~truction and operation or the li.~e. 

*Revised in respo~e to CDF&:G. 
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• Clearing will be limited. to coMtruction access and tlud.nten.anco road", 
power po~o J.ocat.j.o~, t.he. ~u'b~tat.1on :.1t.e, and. ~everal. ~t.ag1ng are8.3. 

Selective tree removal near the upper elevations or Fall Creek wUl 
~115htly 1nerea~e 11gnt 1nten~1ty rece1ve~ by the rema1n1ns opec1e~ 

thereby increa.sing the "edge errect." Thi~ MY pro'Vide enhanced broW31ng 

areas tor deer. Increased human access into the surrounding areas a~ a 

res\llt or new aec'!:5S roads 'tfUl ilirpa.ct. wUdli!e intolerant. or man's 
act1vitie~. 

The most severe disruption could occur to the migratory blaCk­
tailed deer populatio~ which move into the project. area !rom Eastern Oregon 

to winter along the Kl3m3.th River o.nd its tributaries, Fall an:1 Jenny Creeks, 

i! cOMtruction continued during the winter. Construction, however, wilJ. be 

of short.-ternl dur.:ltion and is not expected to have a signitic.:mt :1.-np8.ct on 
this interstate deer herd or any of the other species involved. 

No mortalities as a result or electrocution are expected to occur 

to birds due to the more th.m 17 root spacing ot the conductors. This wide 

spacing effectively prevents phasc-to-phase contacts by the largest birds 

in the area or the proposed project. Some mortalities to birds due to 

collision with the lines tn.:I.y occur, but it is not expected to h.:lve a 

signiricant imp.:l.ct on any or the species in the area. Hortru.itie:s to 

'birds in other a.reas due to line coll~ioM are minor with transmission 

lines or tili size (Abrcnd 1970, Stout 1967). 

Social Environment 

34. Construction will require up to 15 men tor approximately three 

monthz duration and will not involve construction C3rnp3. Dem:mds on 

facilities or t.he arca will 'be minor and 01: short duration. Maintenance 
will not requ1re addition to personnel in Paeitic·s Yreka district. The 

social environment o! the .:lrca ~~ experience rew effect.s as a result 

01: this project. 

V1:sul!J. 

35. The proposed tra.I'lSmission line:s will. 'be ~ible in the open oak 

and. gt'assland areM, but. w1ll have slight impact due to the variety 01: 

plant species present arxi their irreg.Wlr growth patterns which tend to 

obscure the route o! the line. The substation will have less vi:sual impact 

since it is near an e:Jd.3ting powerhouse aM. substation and is not 1n an 

easily-viewed. location. 

-7-
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MITICiA nON MEASURES PRO?osgD Br 
THE APPLICAA"I' TO MINIMIZE THE IMPACT 

The !ollowing mitigation measures are proposed by the applicant. 

Existing roads will be utUized wherever possible. Some upgrading 

or existing roads or construction or new roads will be necess3rj"_ Work 

roads wi.U be cullt. to either Facilic's S'peci!ieation3 or to those stipulated 

to by individual landowers. After construction, roads not needed tor 

su'ost3.tion access or transmission line mair.tenance w:Ul be stabilized a.'1d 

rcve~tated, as donoted in p~3.uaph 38 'below, as soon 3.3 !cas1ble. ROclds 

nccc~sary ror ~intcnance activities will adhere to the following policies: 

A. Roads will be located on or ncar the risht-of-.... -aY' to 
provide direct access to structures. 

B. Roads will be designed to provide proper drai.n:lge and 
water bars will be installed to control erosion. 

C. Roads will be stabllized with plantings or grasses aM/or 
lc~cs and !ertilized a~ necessary. 

*38. Any are:l used 1'01' st.lging or storage areas which r","ve been d15tur'oed 

during the construction will be revegetated a!'t.er being contolJred to approx­

imately t.heir original condition. The revc~tation ~~l utilize native 

plant species bcne!iei3J. to .... 'ildlife to the maxi.'nurn extent possible. 

*39. Right-of'-w3Y clearil'1g "f.'ill be restrict.ed to the minimum ncce~~~ 

for sate construction and operation or the line. An improved rizht-o!'-w3Y 

~lgement policy will be developed in cooperation with field rcprcsent~tives 

of' the Calirornia Dep.lrtment or Fish and. G~"e. 

*40. The three-month const.r\l.ction phase has 'been SCheduled ror completion 

prior to the winter season and the a..."Tival of the migrating blaek-ta:Ued. 

deer, the Aleutian Canada gpose, or the Southern Bald eagle. 

4J... Cutting of' trees will be restri~ted to those posing a threat to 

the line. The diversity of tree 5pecies pre3cnt along the right-of-w:lY' 

will allow many to remain due to their low heignt. 

J..2. The propozed wood pole :Jtructure3 for the transmis3ion line are 

normally a.ssembled, on the ground and placed into po3ition in their p:.-oper 

location 'With a mobile crane or other ~1table eq,uip:nent. The poles are 

*Revised in respo~ to CDF&:C. 
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placed in holes prepared with a mechanical auger. hand digging or 

by blasting, depending on the 3011 material at each 3ite. At'ter the 

structure is erected, the hole is backfilled with origiMl material 

and the s1 te reshaped to its origiM.l contour and reseeded.. 'I'h.is 

use of materials native to t.."'le wood:t.,.nd area will eliminate the 

disruptive effects of hauling in large quantit~es of concrete and 

s~cl while alao reducing the visual imp;).ct of the structures. 

43. The utility has expressed a deoirc to cooperate with the 

suegc~tions of the archcoloCist Dr. David C~le by not allowing con­

struction of roads or s~~ine of equipment in any of the four sensitive 

areas. Thore is a possibility that clearing of several soall pine 

treeo ~~ll be required near one of the sensitive areas in the vicinity 
• 

or FD.ll Creek. Pncific Power 8: . Light has proposed removal of the:Je 

trce~ by hand if ncces~ary to preserve ~~e integrity of the site. 

ALTERNATIVES TO THE 
PROPOSED PROJECT 

44. ~o ~~parcnt vi~ble alte~ativc routes exist unless consic~r-

~tion is ~ivcn ~o much lone~r routes and ~1eir accompanying incrcaocs 

in right of way disturbance and la~d use. The route selected by the 

utility is the sho~~st fca~iblc one. 

45. The alternative of 'l+~dergro~dir~ ~3 not feasible on steep 

310pcs and roeky terrain. Placing a tranc~i~sion line under&rou.~d also 

requir~5 digeir~ a trench. with subs~~ntially higher enviro~~ental costs. 

46. The ~33ibility of adding ~dd1tional generation in the Yreka 

District was rejected d~c to lack of feasib!e sites for development. 

47. The no-project alternative does not warrant the increasing 

riSK of loss of service caused by exceedir~ local capaci~y during t~~es 

of outages on the existing sirlsle circuit. 
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48. Ba$cd on this initial study it is eoncluaed that no 

significant impact will occur to the environment by im~lementaion 

of the proposed project. Therefore, it is rceornmend.ed. that .a 

Negative De~lnration be issue~ for this applicaticn. 

Ma-&--
John A. Yager 
A~si$tant Utilitie~ Engineer 
Environmen~~l Impact Br~nch 
Date: June 15, 1977 

Rcvised July l5, 1m 

Attachmcnts 

-10-
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Asencies and Persons Consulted 

l. Siskiyou Cou."lt:r Pl.mni.ng Department 

2. California Department of Fish and. Game 

:3. Calii"o:nia Dcp~:nent or Parks and 
Rccrc.:ltion 

4.. Dr. David L. Cole, University of 
Oregon Museum of Natural History 
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