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Decision No. 878Z5 SE? 71977 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF !HE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of the State of California, ) 
Department of Transportation for oracrs ) 
authorizing the construction of three (3) ) 
crossings of State Route 120 at separation ) 
of grade as follows: Over the Southern ) 
Pacific Transportation Company's Niles ) 
mainline track and two future tracks at ) 
Highway Station Ramp UN" S(){-QS .$1 ancl. ) 
approximate rai1roaa mile post 78.8; ) 
over the Southern Pacific Transportation ) 
Company's El Paso via Martinez mainline ) 
track, one spur track and one future ) 
track at Highway Station 325+98.75 and ) 
approximate railroad mile post 98.32; and ) 
over the Western Pacific Railroad ) 
Company's Oakland to Nevada mainline track) 
and one spur track at Highway Station ) 
85+10.58 and approximate railroad mile ) 
post 81.6 and for an order authorizing ) 
the temporaty relocation of existing grade ) 
crOSSing, PUC No. B-98.60-C of Moffat ) 
Boulevard across the spur track of the ) 
Southern Pacific Transportation Company, ) 
all in connection with the construction on ) 
new alignment of State Route 120 from ) 
Interstate 5 near Mossdale to State Route ) 
99 in San Joaquin C:ounty. ) 

OPINION .... -.-.-~---

Application No.57391 
(Filed June 21, 1977) 

In connection with the construction of Staee Route 120 
on new alignmene from Interstate 5 near Mos~da1e to State Route 99 
near Manteca, tha State of California, Department of Transporta­
tion, requests authority to construct three grade separation struc­
tures, to be known as the "SItS Connector .Overheacl" and Qe '~offct 
Boulevard Overhead" f

, both over the tracl~ of the Southern Pacific 
Transportation Company, and the ''Wyche Overhead" over the trac!<s 
of The Western Pacific Railroad Company, all near the City of 
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'tf~ntcca in San Joaquin County. To permii: construction ofi:be Moffat: 
Boulcv~rd Overhead, authority is also requested to temporarily relo-

cate the aut.omatic gate:; at C-rossing B-Sa.S-c. 
n~c California Hi3hway Commission is ehe leae agency for 

this p40ject: pursuant to ti1C Califol~ia Environmental Quality Act 
of 1970, as amcnce6. After review of an Environmental Impact Report, 
the California Highway Commission ap?~oved the project to CO:l.S'i:ruct 
State Route 120 o~ new 3lignmene from Route 5 ncar Mossdale to Route 
99 and on September 24, lS76, file~ a Notice of Determination wit:b 
the Secreta~J for Resources which foun~ that "The project will have 
\l significant effect on the environoent!'. 

The majo~ impact of the proposec proJect on the community 
of Manteca will be cons'i:ruction of the highway on a new southerly 
alignment through a predominantly rural agricultural and resiciential 
environment. The future existence of this highway on new alignment 
will adcl a new noise source for some resicents living along the 
co~ri<ior. 

The beneficial consequences of the proposee project a~e 
improvecl safety, improveci traffic carrying capacity, an~ co~venience 
to the motorist, by toe realignment of the flow of regional cross 
valley traffic aro~,cl a locally co~gestecl ci~J. Improved traffic 
circulation will be beneficial to local "1:t'affic, including fire ane 
police vehicles. A oajor traffic bottleneck on this heavily traveled 
inter-regional route will be eliminatec.. 

Notice of the application was published in the Commission's 
Da.ily Calendar on June 22, 1977. No protes"i:s have been received. 
A public bearinz is not necessary. 

r 1. N D I 1': G ~ 

After consi~erat10n, the Commission fincls: 
1. Applicant should be au~horizcd to construct three 

crossings at sc?ar.:~c~ :;rocc::> to be ::ncwn az t!:~e u$.5 Com''lccto~ 

Ovcrheac.1t and the ':Moffat Boulevarc:. OverbeacL" over the tracks of the 
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Southern Pacific Transportation Company and the ·'Wyche Overhead" over 
the tracks of The Western Pacific P_ailroad Comp,any, all near the City 
of Manteca in San Joaquin County, at the locations and substantially 
as shown by the plans attached to the application, to be identified 
as CrOSSings D-78.8-A (SR5 Connector Overhead), B-98.5-A (Moffat 
Boulevard Overhead) and 4-Sl.6-A (Wyche Overhead). 

2. Applicant should also be authorized to temporarily 
relocate the automatic gates at Crossing B-98.6-C to permit con­
struction of the ''Moffat Boulevard Overhead". 

3. After completion of the Moffat Boulevard Overhead, the 
automatic crossing gat(~s at Crossing 3-9S.6-C shou.ld be restored to 
their original location. 

4. Clearanc(~s should be in accordance with General Order 
26-D, except that during the period of construction, a clearance of 
not less than 21' 6" above top of rail is authorized over the tracks 
of the Southern Pacific Transportation Company and 21' O~~ above top 
of rail over the tracks of The Western Pacific Railroad Company_ 
The railroads arc authorized to operate over their respective tracks 
with such reduced overhead clearances, provided ~at instructions are 
issued by the railroads and filed with tbe Commission forbidding 
employees to ride on tops of cars beneath the structures. 

S. Applicant should notify the CommisSion and the 
affected railroad at least 15 but not more than 30 days in advance 
of the date when each temporary impaired clearance will be created. 

6. Walkway areas adjacent to the ~ail:oaQ tracl~ should 
be maintained free of obstructions and shoul~ be promptly restored 
to their original condition in the event of damage during co~ 
struction. 

7. Construction and mainte~~ce costs should be borne in 
accordance with agreements to be entered into between the parties 
relative thereto, and copies of said agreements, together with plans 
of the crOSSings ap!?ro',e~ b~" ~hc Southern ~ac1fic Transportation 
Company and The Western Pacific Railroac Company, respectively 1 
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should be filecl with the Commission prior to commencing construction. 
Should the parties fail to agree, the Commission will apportion the 
costs of construction and maintenance by further order. 

S. The California Rigbway Commission is the lead agency 
for the project to construct State Route 120 on new alignment from 
Route 5 nc~r Mossda1e to Rout~ 99 pursuant to the Califo~-nia Environ-
mental Qua:ity Act of 1970, as amended, and on December 30, 1975 
~pprovcd it~ fi~l'E~~ironQc~tal ~pact Report which has been filed 
with the Commission. The Commission has considered the final 
Environmental Impact Report and Notice of Determination anc finds 
that the benefits of the proposed project outweigh any adverse 
effects and that the proposecl project should be approved. 

On the basis of the foregoing findings, we conclucle that 
the application should be granted as set forth in the following 
order: 

o R D E R 
-----~ 

IT IS O?~EP~D that: 
1. The State of California, Department of Transportation, 

is authorized to construct the ttSRS Connector Overhead'? anci. the 
''Moffat Boulevarci Overhead" over the tracl<s of the Southern Pacific 
Transportation Company, and the 'rwycbc Overhead" over the tracks of 
The Western Pacific ~ailroad Company, all near the City of Manteca 
in San Joaquin County, as set forth in the findings of this decision. 

2. Within thirty days after completion, pursuant to this 
order, applicant shall so advise the Commission in writing. 

This authorization shall expi~e ~f not exercised within 
three years unless time be extended or if the above conditions are 
not complied wi~h. Authorization may be revoked or modified if 
public convenience, necessity or safety so require. 
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The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 
after the date hereof. ~ 

Dated at S:ln Fom<Mco , California, this -_Z ____ _ 
day of __ ~SE;;.;.~_.;.j..;:t.;.;.:.,.,,~BEi..J,R.i...._ ___ , 1977. 

(~O::l:::~:"'.~("ncr v~rnon L. Sturi;)eon. 'o01ng 
nccc~:~rilJ u~:ont. did not pa~t1c1p~to 
in tho ~i~po:1t1on ot this proceeding. 
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