
Decision No .. 87880 SEP 20 1977 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application 
of GEORGE RIGHEl'TI, an individual, 
dba Super Commuter Bus Company for 
authority to extend its passeng(~r 
stage service. 

In the Matter of the Application 
of GEORGE R!GHETrI, an individual, 
dba Super Commuter Bus Company for 
authority to add additional bus 
and extend its passenger stage 
service. 

Application No. 56754 
(Filed September 15, 1976) 

Application No. 56776 
(Filed September 23, 1976) 

George C, Righetti, for applicant. 
Kenneth H. Kohler and Lois J. Kohler, 

for West Valley Charter Lines, 
protestant. 

Thomas T. H.a.xM.moto and Ora A. Phillips, 
for the Commission staff. 

OPINION - ......... ~---
Application No.. 56776 applies for authority to transport 

passengers from Los Altos via U.S.Highway 101 (Bayshorc Freeway) by the 

most direct route to United Airlines YJaintenance Base, near the San 

Francisco International Airport. It is alleged that no other car­
rier operates in the area and that service has been requested by a 
group of United Airlines maintenance employees. !he application 
includes a list of 20 employees who signed a petition requesting 
that service be instituted I~er the stated route. No protests have 

been filed, and the Commission staff has reeommended that the 
application be granted. 

Application No.. 56754 was filed for authority to transport 
passensers between. Sunnyvale and the United Airlines Maintenance 
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Base at the San Francisco International Airport. The route as pro­
posed begins at the corner of Homestead Road and Wolfe Road in 
Sunnyv~lc and traverses Homestead Road~ Hollenbeck Avenue, Fremont 
Avenue, State Highway 85, El Camino Real~ Grant Roae) State Highway 
85, ~:r.l.d U.S.Higl.".tw~y 101 (B.lyshore Freeway) to the United Airlines 

Y~inten~nce Bane, returnin5 by ~~yerGing the same route. it is 
al1~gec that no other e~rricr operarcs in rhe area and that serv~ee 
has been requested by a group of United Airlines maintenance employ­
ees. The application includes a lise of SO employees who apparently 
added their names to a petition requesting that the proposed service 
be instituted. A protest was filed by Wcsr Valley Chartcr Lines on 
October 26, 1976. A hearing was held in Sa~ Francisco before Admin­
istrative law Judge Fraser on February 4~ 1977. The marter was sub­
mi'i:ted subject to the filing of late-filed exhibits, which have beei.1 
rece:Lved. 

Applican·t testified that the service to be perfcrmed will 
be restricted to trar~portation of the day shift on both application~ 
(The maintenance base also employs a night and graveyard shift whe~ 
operating 24 hours.) Be stated service will be performed with ewo 
bases. He awns one bus and leases the other with an option to buy. 
He admitted he is already transportL~g passengers over the routes he 
is requesting authority to serve in the current applications. He 

'i::estified that i::l 1975 he purchased the authority to serve Santa 
Clara, Sunnyvale, Cupertino~ and Los Altos from Roy Arledge, dba 
United Transit. He did not remember the date of purchase but is 
ready to apply to the Commission for approval of the transfer. 

Ap,lieant testified his present routes cover Palo Alto~ 
Los Altos, 1f~nt~in View, Sunnyvale, and Cupertino at weekly rates 
(for five days round-trip transportation) of $7.50 to $9.50. Eoth 
of applicant's buses are in service daily. One carries 27 passen­
gers and the other, 38 to 40. Applicant stated his buses are 
L~pected ana maintained by a retired meel~ic formerly with Greyhound 
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l!nes, West. Applicant further testified that he started transport~ 
ing from the points noted abO'V'e at the request of his fel'.O'W' worKe":'s, 
who advised that his service would be a convenience since no other 
transportation was available. 

Protestant asserted that Decision No. 82618 ~ted 
March 19, 1974 (Application No. 54260) provided that Righetti was 
limited to operation 'r.~est of Highway 85 in Sunnyvale (Exhibit 2). 
Decision No. 85057 dated October 28, 1975 in Case No. 9725 delin­
eated the routes and £l.reas to be served by Lois J.. Kohler (West 

Valley Charter Lines) 1I Roy t .. Arledge (United Transit), and the 
present applicant.. Original P.lges 3 and 4, Appendix F of the latter 
decision (Exhibit 1) set forth Righetti's routes between MOuntain 
View-Palo Alto an~ the United Airlines Maintenance Base. Righetti 
was issued no authority to pick up in Sunnyvale~ Cupertino, or Los 
Altos. Protestant Lois Kohler testified that Roy Arledge was 
insolvent after January 1, 1976 (as United Transit) and had all of e his authority r~,oked by Decision 85797 dated May 11, 1975 in 
Application No .. 56309 (Exhibit 3). She further testified that West 
Valley Charter Lines increased its daily fare (round trip) to $2.50 
and weekly fare to $12.50, effective July 24, 1976, after receiving 
Commission authorization (Exhibit 4). She testified that the West 
Valley route in Sunnyvale will only support one operator.. West 
Valley Charter Lines operated two schedules with 32 and 42 passengers 
transported as a daily 8:"U'erage. Patronage has dropped to less than 
20 and to 24 since Righetti started providing service at lower fares. 
Protestant's Exhibit 6 compares West Valley Charter Lines' Routes 
D-6 and D-7 with applicant's proposed route, over which service is 
currently provided. Applicant's route serves the same area as 
protestant's D-7 with the schedules extending parallel and one or 
two blocks apart for approximately one mile. 
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Findings 

1. Applicant should be authorized to transport employees of 
the United Airlines Maintenance Base between Los Altos and the base 

over the routes described in Application No. 56776. 
2. Applicant is already providing the service prO?osed in 

Application No. 56776. 

3. Applicant transports en;>loyees bet:ween the mair..tenance 
base and the cities of Su..-myvale , 1.05 Altos, Mountain View, and 
Palo Alto without the authority r~ired by the Public Utilities 
Code. 

4. Kohler (west Valley Charter Lines) is a protestant on 
Application No. 56754 wherein applicantt seeks authority to transport 
workers between the maintenance base aDa Sunnyvale. 

5. Kohler has authority to serve Sunnyvale and has lost h.s.lf 
of her riders to applicant, who operates in the same area at lower 
fares. 

6. Kohler has provided adequate service out of Sunnyvale; 
riders prefer applicant's service because the latter charges lower 
fares over routes that parallel protestant's. 

7. 'I'bere has been no showing that protestant I s service is 
inadequate.. Since a competent operator is already in the area 
applicant seeks to serve, Application No. 56754 should be denied. 

8. Public convenience and necessity require that Application 
No. 56776 be granted as provided in the ordering paragraphs herein. 

9. Applicant has the experience~ e~uipment, personnel and 

financial resources to institute ana maintain the proposed service. 
10. It can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility .. 

that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the 
environment. 
Conclusion 

1. Applicant should be ordered to cease and desist from trans­
porting passengers .. between the United Airlines Maintenance :sase and 
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other points not presently certificated without first obtaining ~he 
required authority from this Commission. 

2. Application No. 56776 should be granted. 
3. Application No o 56754 should be denied. 

Applicant is placed O:l no'eice that operative rights ~ as 
such, do not constitute a class of property which may be capitalized 
or used as an element of value in rate fixing for any amount of 
money in excess of that originally paid to the State as the consid­
eration for the grant of such rights. Aside from their purely 
permiSSive aspcct~ such rights extend to the holder a full or par­
tial monopoly of a class of business. !his monopoly feature may be 
modified or canceled et any time by the State, which is not in any 

respect limited as to tl1e number of rights which may be given. 

ORDER ......... _----
IT IS ORDERED tm t : 

1. A certificate of public convenience and necessity is 
granted to George Righetti, dba Super Commuter Bus Company, author­
izing him to operate as a passenger stage corporation, as defined 
in Section 226 of the Public Utilities Code, between the points and 
over the routes set forth in Appendix F of Decision No. 85057 as 
amended herein. Appendix F of Decision No. 85057 is amended by 
incorporating First Revised Page 3 and First Revised Page 4, attached 
hereto~ in revision of Original Page 3 and Original Page 4. 

2. In providing service pursuant to the authority granted by 
this order applicant shall comply with the follOfHing service regu­
lations. Failure so to do may result in a cancellation of the 
authority. 

a. Within thirty days after the effective date of 
this order) applicant shall £;.le a written 
acceptance of the certificate granted. Appli­
cant is placed on notice that if he accepts the 
c~rtifi<:atc he '~nll be r~uired, among other 
things, to comply with the safety rules admin­
istered by the california Highway Patrol, the 
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rules and other regulations of the Commission's 
General Order No. 98-Series, and the insurance 
requirements of the Commission's General Order 
No. lOl-Series. 

b. Within one hundred twenty days after the 
effective date of this order, applicant shall 
establish the aut~orized service and file 
tariffs and timetables, in triplicate, in the 
Commission's office. 

c. 'PM tarir:r and timetable filings shall be tnade 
effective not ear~~er than ten days after the 
effective date of this order on not loss than 
ten days v notice to roo Comm1..ss:l.on and ehe 
public~ and ehe effective date of the tariff 
and timetable filings shall be concurrent 
with the establishment of the authorized 
serviee_ 

d. The tariff and timetable filings made pursuant 
to this order shall comply wit:n the regulations 
governing the construction and fi~~! of tariffs 
and timetables set forth in the C ssion's 
General Orders Nos. 79-Series and 98-Series. 

e. Applicant shall maintain his accounting records 
on a calendar year basis in conformance with 
the applicable Uniform System of Accounts or 
Chart of Accounts as prescribed or adopted by 
this Commission and shall file with the Commis­
sion, on or. before Y~rch 31 of each year, an 
annual report of his operations in such form

t content, an.d number of copies as the Cammissl.on, 
from time tl, time~ shall prescribe. 

3. Application No. 56754 is denied. 
4.. Applicant shall cease and desist from transporting pas­

sengers between the United Airlines Maint:enance Base and other 

-6-



A.S6754, A.56776 NB 

points not ,resently certificated without first obtaining the 
required authority from this Commission. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 
after the date hereof. 

Dated at San Fra.:lC!soo , California, this ~o.::c:L.. 
day of ~~pT~Mq!:"O , 1977. 



Append1" F 
(Dee.. 85057) 

Georec )US:~ctt1 
d~a 

F1rst Revised PaGe 3 
Cancels 

SUPE~ CO~:-:tj'!'ER BUS CO:;Pft.:JY 
(Un1ted AIrlines Maintenance Base 

Or1ginal Page 3 
S.;;-rvlce) 

SEC':.'IO;·J 1. r,Si7E?AL AUTHORIZATIO!,TS, ?.ESTRICTIO:,TS) Llr,UTATIONS 
AND SPECIF!CATIONS. 

The certIf1cate here1na~ter noted suoersedes all operat1ve 

authorltv heretofore granted to George Ri~hett1 to serve the United 
A1rlines :!~1ntenance Base at the San Franc1sco International Airport. 

Geor~e RiGhett1, dba Super Co~~uter Bus Corn,any, by the 
CertIficate of Public Convc~lcnce and N~ces~1ty granted by the 
decision noted 1n th~ m~r£1n, is authorized az a passenger sta~e 
corporation to tra."lsport passengers bet· ... cen the UnIted AIrlines 
',1alntenance Base at the Sar. Francisco Ir!ternational AIr'9ort, on the 

one hand, ana the service a:::'C'a "~hlch includes the CItIes of Los 
Altos,* T'1ountain Vie~"", and Palo Alto on the other ha."'ld, to a.."'ld from 
the points hcrelna!tcr descrIbed, subject, hONever, to the authority 
of th1s CO~~ission to change or modify said pOints at any time a.."'ld 
subj act to the follo··ring provisions: 

(a) Onlv natscngcrs destined to or originating 
at the United .I\irlines ',laintenance Base shall 
be tranS!':lorted. 

(0) Service to!11l be operated at t1mes necessary 
to meet er.'lOloyecs' shIft needs on regular 
~'lorklne: days. 

(c) Serv1ce will not be ooerated dur1ng strikes 
or other ~'lTork S7Iutdol,ms at the :~a1ntenancc 
Ba:e. 

(d) Pickuo and d1scharge of passengers will oe 
limited to spcc1!1c pOints here1nafter 
~esc:::'ibcd I~ Section 2. 

(~) The rc~tc travc~3cd dU:::'ing nicx~p at the 
bc~:!.nnin6 of the work shift will be traveled 
in reverse at the end of the \>lork shift. 

4It Issued by Callfo:::'nla Public Utilities Co~lsslon. 
87880 *Added bv Decisior. ,TO. :» Anollcation t.To. 56776. 
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Appendix F 
(Dec. 85057) 

~~o~ee ~1~~etti First Revised Page b 
dba Cancels 

SECTIO~ 2. 

(United 
SUPE:. CO·:~·1UTER BUS em·iF ANY Original Page 4 
A1r11nes ::aintenance Sase Service) 

O~SCRIPTI0N O? ?O!~ITS SERVED. 

Service for s~ecific picku~ and discharge pOints shall 
be bcti'lCen the Un! ted A1rlinee i"Taintcnance Base and the 
follo· ..... ing points: 

Calderon Ave. & Ch1.!:'ch St., 1'~ountain Vie.." 

RenEstorff Ave. & Alma Street, ~-1ounta1n Vie",' 

41ma Street & Charleston Road, Palo Alto 

::1l~dlefield ?oad & :·jayv1eH, Palo Alto 

Colorado Ave.. ~~ "·Iicdle Field Road, Palo Alto 

Creer !'\oad & Orcl;on Express ~·.1ay, Palo Alto 

Hillview & San Anton10 Rd., Los Altos* 

Cali.f'orr:.1a St. & San A:tton10 Rd., ~lountain View') 

~1iddlcr1eld Road & Lorna Verde Ave.;, Palo Al to* 

Issued by Ca11fornia Public Uti11~;ie~ CO:lr.".i'5~ion. 

8"~;-:;;.A ~Added by DeciSion ..... ____ ~ __ -_v ___ , Aop11cation 56776. 


