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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALlFORh'"IA 

Application of 

W'C"...sTERN AIR LINES, INC. 

for authori t::y to increase 
in~astate passenger fares 

) 
) 
) 

~ 
) 

OPINION 
---~- ... -

Application No .. 57457 / .. ' 
(Filed July 18, 1977) 
(Amended October &~ 1977. 
and November 2$, 1977.) 

Western Airlines~ Inc. (Western) is an air co::mnon carrier 
of passengers and propert::y between points in the United States~ 
including California, and Canada and Mexico. Within California, 
Western provides service between San FranciSCO, Oakland, San Jose, 
SacrDmento, Los Angeles, Ontario (Sao. Bernardino) ~ Palm Springs, and 
San Diego. 

On February 15, 1977, Western filed Application 57081 for 
a general increase for its in~a-California passenger air fares to e the same -level as requesteci in Pacific Southwest Airlines' (PSA) 
general fare increase, Application 56973 and Air california's general 
fare increase, Application 56790. In Decision No. 87974, d~ted 
October 12, 1977, Western was authorized t~ increase itscammuter 
air fares in its markets where it competes with Air California t~ 
the sa=e level as those granted to Air California by Decision 
No. 87938. In Decision No. 88183, dated ~ovember 29, 1977, 
Western was authorizee to increase its commuter fares in its markets 
where it competes with ?SA to the level requested by \-1estern which 
was less than the amount granted to PSA by Decision No. 88180. In 
Decision No. 88180, PSA was allO".o:ed an overall increase of $.37 
percent and was authorized the fare requested in its first amendment 
to Application 56973. 

By this application,. as amended November 25,. 1977,. Western 
seeks an additional increase to its intra-California passenger air 
fares to match the level of fares requested by PSA in its first amend­

e ment to Application 56973-
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The application alleges that the fare increase 
proposee by Western would procluce added revenues of $1,473)069 
3ssuming no loss of traffic. Western asser'!:s that it is r~ason­
ably justifiec~ in requesting a fare .;.i.1.crease to match the 
increases grOln-:ec to otbe:r ear.t'iers in ia:l.'::ra-Californi.l m.:lr!~ets. 

vlesterr .. requests that the Con:mi::;::;ion issue an ex 
parte order finding that fares proposed by it are reasonable. 
Western further ~equests authority to place the increascci 
fares in effect on five dayst notice. Copies of the 3pplication 
'i~ere served in .:J.ccorciance 'With Commission rules and notice of 
the filing of the application appeared on the Commission's 
daily calendar. There are no protests or requests for public 
he3ring. 

In recognition of the Commission's prior findings that 
PSA and Air California are the rate-making carriers in the 
prinCipal California intrastate markets and in recognition of tbc 
Commission's prior findings allowing Western to increase its 
first-class fares anci other fares not directly competitive with 
PSA and Air California by the percentage increase allowed PSA 

or Air California, tbe staff has recommended that the i?creased 
fares in Appendix A be authorized. The commuter fares in 
Appendi.'C A are a1: the level requested by Weste:m.in this application 
and matcb those granted PSA by Decision No. 88180. !be first­
class and military fares in Appendix A are als,o at the level 
requested by Western in this applica~ion as the percent increase 
is less than the overall 8.37 percent increase granted to PSA by 
Decision No. $8180. 

The increased fares as set ·forth in Appendix ~ will 
produce additional annual revenue of approximately $1~45&~COOor 
~.2 percen1: of the gross annual in~astate operating revenue. 
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FINDINGS ------,.,...-
1. Wes teJ.-C seeks authority in Application 57457 to increase 

its intra-California passenger air fares as set forth in Appendix 
A of the application> as amended. 

2. The Commission historically has considered PSA and Air 
California to be the low-cost (rate m~<ing) carriers in the 
California corridor and> in the past, has authorized other passenger 
air carriers to raise their commuter air fares to the level 
authorized to FSA and/or Air California between competitive points, 
and also has authorized proportionate increase in fares for other 
classes of service. 

3. Western was authorized to increase many of its intra­
Californiol passenger fares by Decision No. 87974, dated October 12, 
1977 and Decision No. 88183, dated November 29, 1977. 

4. Western should be authorized to increase commuter air fares 
which are competitive with PSA's fares authorized in Decision 
No. 83180, .dated November 29, 1977, as set forth in Appendix Aof 
this decision and to increase its fares for other classes of 
service which are increased less than the overall .percentage 
authorized in Decision No. 88180. 

S. Western's increase in air fares as set forth in Appendix A 
of this decision will produce additional annual revenue of approx­
imately $1,4S6,COOor 4.2 percent of the gross annual intrastate 
operating revenue. 

6. The application was served in accordance with Commis'sion 
rules. Notice of tbe filing of the application appeared on the 
Commission's daily calendar. No protest to the granting of the 
application or request for public hearing has been received. 

7 • The increasecl fares asset forth in Appendix A of this 
cecision are juseifiecl. A public hearing is not necessary. 
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£,,Q,li£bQ§.l0,li 
The Commission concludes ~hat Wes~ern should be 

granted autbori't:y to increase i'Cs fares to the extent: found 
justified above. 

QBD!B 
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. Western Airlines, Inc. is authorized to establish 
the increased passenger air fares set forth in Appendix A 
attached heret~ and made a part hereof. 

2. Tariff publications authorized to be made as a 
result of this oreer may be made effective not earlier tban 
January 1, 1978 on not: less than ten days' notice t~ the -
Co~ission and t~ tbe public. 

, 3. The authority granted herein shall expire unless 
exercised within ninety days after the date hereof. 

The effective date of t:his order is the date hereof~ 
Dated at __ ...;Sm:I=::..' 'Fr-:o?~,:;;.:.n.~~·_":'::"' _____ 7 California, thiS IJd A 

day of __ ....ID""E..,,),jC:.s...EUi,jMS;.:.;.~.....l;:&"--___ , 19n. 



~ AJl"U.INESt INC. 

~'T AND AUTHORIZED COMMC'I'ER/ COACH/NIGHT COACH 

FARES ~ POml'S WITEJ:N CALIFORNIA 

~"IXA 
, PQ.ge "lor 4 

P::'esent. Wes~ Fares Authorized Fn~es 

BeWeen/and 
Excluding I:lclud1ng Excluding I:lclud1ne 

Tax Tax Tax Tax 

Los ADgeles-Ce.kJ.s,:Qd $23.61 $25.50 $26.02 $28.10 

Los Angeles-Ontario 16.62 11·95 16.81 18.15 

Los Angeles-Pa.lm Springs 22.22 24.00 22.41 24.20 

Los Angeles-5aerament.o 24 .. 54 26 .. 50 27.41 29.60' 

Los Allge1es-5an Diego 1l.34 12.25 12 .. 32 13·31 

to:; Ange1es-$an Fl"aneiseo 23.61 25 .. 50 20.02 28.10 

~ Ange1es-5an Jose 23 .. 61 25·50 26.02- 28.10 

Octa.r1o-San Diego 19.21* 20 .. 75* 19.40* 20·95* 

Oo.tar:to-Sa.n Fra:le1seo 24-54 26.50 27.41 29·60 

Palm Spr1ngs-$an Diego 21·30 ~.OO 21.48 23.20, 

San Diego~ Franeiseo 29 .. 40 31.75 32 .. 4l 35.00 

*Fare applies Via Los Angeles.. '!be d1rect tare 'between Ontario &.:ld 
San Diego., as :equested. 'by Western,. was granted in DeciSion 87974• 



W:S~ ~':ESI INC. 
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Appe:oQ.1x A 
Page 2 of 4 

?~"T PJ."D AU'l'HOPJ:Zm FIRST ClASS AND DEWXE NIGHT COACH 
FA..~ ~ POINTS WI'l'l:UN CALLo"'OR.."IIA 

Presen't Western Fares AuthOl'1.~ed. Fares 

'Eet-.leen( tJ:tii 
Ex<:lud1!Jg IncludiDg ~el'Ud1ng Including 

Tax Tax Tax Tnx 

L03 Angele~Oe.ltla:::ld 32.13 34.70 32:1'8 35.liO .. " -paJl:l. Spr:t:Jgs 32 .. 64- 35.25 33.01 35 .. 65 
" .. -Se.c:"8metrto 44 .. 95 43 .. 55 45 .. 32 48 .. 95 .. " -San Diego 20 .. 83 22.50 21.30 23 .. 00 
" .. -San Frtmc:1seo 32..13 34 .. 70 32:r8 35.2!o .. " -Sa:o Jose 32 .. 13 34 .. 70 3Z.7S 35 .. 40 

e Oe.lcJ.oM .. Onta..""'1o 45.56 49.20 45.93 49.60 
" -Palm. Spr1ngn 47.59 5l.40 47 .. 96 51.80 .. .. SIln Diego 51.16 55 .. 25 52..13 56.30 
" -San Jose 22.04 23 .. 80 22 .. 4l 24.20 

Ontar1o-San Francisco 45.56 49 .. 20 45 .. 93 49~60 

Pale Spri~Sa:l Frsnc::1seo 47 .. 59' 51 .. 40 47.96 5l .. 80 

Sa.e:ramento-Sa.n" Mego 53 .. 75 58 .. 05 54.12' 58 .. 45 

San Diego-San Pra:c:1:co 51 .. 16 55.25 52 .. 13 56 .. ;0 

S!m l"rMc1sco-S@ Jost!> 22 .. 04 23 .. 80 22.41 24.20 

I, 
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~S'l'ERN AIRLINES, INC. 
Page .3 of 4 

PRESENT A.'m AttrHORIZED MILITARY FARES 
BETWEEN PODo"rS WIniIN CALIFORmA 

P-rcsent 'Western Fares Authorizcd Fares 
Excluding Including Excluding. Including 

"Sct:~en/and Tax Tax Tax 'I'&:lt 

A. Military Sta~dby Fares 

Los Angeles .. Oakl.&nd $18 .. 15 $19.60 $18.56 $20.04 
" tf .. Ontario. 10.6$ 11.50· 10.83 ll .. 70 
" " .. Palm Springs 10.65 1l.SO lO.83 1l.70 
" " ... Sacramento 19.95 21.55 20.37' 22.00 
" " -San Diego 10.19 ll.Ol to.37 11.20 

" " -San Frmu:iseo l8. .. 15 19.6O 18.55 20.04 
" " -San Jose 18.15 19.60 18.S6 20.04 

Oakland-Ontario. 18.98 20.50 19~40 20.95 
" -Pa1:4 Sprlngs 21.34 23.05 21.76- 23 .. 50 
" -San Diego. 22.45 24.25 22 .. 96 24.80 

OnUrio-Pa1m Springs. 10.65 ll.50 10 .. 83 ll.70 e " ... Saeruento 22.50 24.30 22.96 24.80 
" -San Diego. 10 .. 65.;./ ll .. 50 10.83,1/ ll.7Q 

" -S.n Diego ll.ss!! 12.80 12.041/ 13.00 
" -San Francisco 18.98 20.50 19.40 20.95-

Palm Springs-Sacramento 24.8& 26.85 25.28 _ 27.30 
" " -San I>icgo 10 .. 65 ll .. 50 10.83- 11.70 
" " -San I>1ego 14.21 15.35 14.40 15.5S 
" " -San. Francisco 21.34 23.05 21.76- 23.50 

Sacramento-San Diego 23.98 25.90 24.49 26 .. 45 

S.an Diego-San Franciseo 22.45 24.25 22 ... 96- 24,80 
n • .. SanJ'ose 22.45 24.25 22 ... 96 24 .. 80 

B. Ml1!taTV Leave Reservation Fares 

Los Angeles-Pal= Springs. 13.06 14.10 13.24, 14.30 
" 

,. -San Diego 11.34 12.2$ 12.32 13.31 

Oakland-Palm Spri~ 27.22 29 .. 40 27 .. 64 29.85-

Ontario-San. Diego. 15.37 16.60 15-.56 .16 .. 80 

PalTA Springs-Sau Franeuco 27 .. 22 29.40 27.64 29.85-

e Sacramento-San Diego 29.68 32.05 29 .. 91 32.30 

1.1 Lower fare applies c11reec; higher fare applies via Los Angeles .. 
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APPE..."0n A 
~asc: 4 of 4 

PRE~'T M1) AUl'HORIZED EXPERIMEN'!'AL STANDBY FARES 

BETW'ZEN POINTS WInrIN CALIFORNIA 

Los Angeles-San Franc:1$eo 

Present 
Yestern Fares 

Excluding Including 
Tax Tax 

$-15.74 $l7 .. oo 

AtJ1:hor~d 

Fares 
Excludins Including 

Tax Tax 

$17.96 $l9.40 


