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Decision No. 8.S425 FEB ., 71978. 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC .UTILITIES· COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNI~(' 

. ,. 

Investigat'1'on on the Comr.l1ssion ~ s own ) 
motion into the operations,. practic'es,. ) 
service, equipment,. facilities,.. rules,. ) 
regulat:tons, e.ontracts and. water supply ) 
of CITIZENS UTILITIES COMPANY OF ) 
CALIFOR.'UA,. Montara District,. serving ) 
the areas of Montara~ Marine View, ), 
Faral10ne City, Mos,s Beach and. adjacent ) 
territory in san Mateo County~ ) 

---------------------------------) ) 
, . Application of' CITIZENS UTILITIES ) 
. COMPANY OF CALIFORN1A for authority to ) 

increase its rates and charges for its ) 
wa:er system serving the areas of ) 
Montara, Marine View, Fara1lone City, ) 
Moss Beach a.."ld adj acent territory in ) 
San Mateo County. ) 

--------------------------------) 

. Case No. 10093 
(Filed May 4", 1916·) 

Application No. 55538' 
(Filed March 6,. 1975).· 

ORD.l::R REOPENING. CASE NO. 10093~' 
FOR FURTHER HEARINGS 

.' .i J 

By its o:-der dated May 4, 1916,PtheCommiss1on instit,uted: ,a;n 
investigation into theoperat1ons, praetices, . services, 'equipment,' . 
facilities., rules., regulations, contracts' and. water' supply .. o:f,·, , . ",' 

Citizens Utilities 'co~p~y: '01'" Ca:l'ito~ri1a'/'Mor!£~~ Di~tr1·e:t~~.fO~:·:i~~~;:::.~.;: 
, , • I' '. ,", ", •. ,f 

pu..'"'"Pose ot' dete%'l'rUn1ng.: 

1. Whether :i ts available water supply and storage capacity 
is adequate and $ut"t"1cient to enable it to: serve 
existing, customers in its certificated. area; 

2. Whether its available water supply and storage capacity 
is adequate and. $ut"t"1cient to enablei.tto, ser:ve'new ' 
customers or addit1onaleonnections in 1ts:eertlficated 
area; 

3. Whether there are available addit:tonal·sources.:o,f" supply , 
and whether it is feasible for it to o·btain· such;'sour.ces:'·' 
of supply; '. '::"'. ' 
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4. Whether it should be' ordered t'oprovid.e addit1onal, ' 
sources of supply ,or add:ttionalfac1.1J;t1es, to a:lleviate 
any inadequacy fouridto exist .. 

The matter was consolidated for hear1ng.,w:tthAp.Pl:tc:at1on No'. 
55538 and was heard on June 1> 2; 3" and 4'> 1976: 1nMontara .. , ' 

On August 3;, 1976 ~ Decis.:ton No. 8'6193· was:ts.s~ed and' the 
utility was ordered to: 

1. 

, 2. 

3· 

4. 

AcqUire new sources of water for i ts.Montara service , 
area capable of proo.ucing at le'ast2'OO gallonsotwater ' 
per minute and w1thin thirty daysafterthe,efrective' . 
date of Decision No. 86·193> and every thirty days, there­
after until such new sources o'r water are in o'per:ation>: 
file with this COmmiss1on a pro,gressreport:.. '" 

Within sixty days aner the effect,1ve date of' DeciSion :No, .. 
86193 r:tle a water management plan for' the' 1nter1m, p'er1od, ' 
from the date hereof until the t:tmethat 'the, waters-up-ply'" 
has been increased as required. Such polan sha1Fg1ve 
p:::-ior1ty to conservation or water and' to assurance o'r' 
cont1nuity of service 1n an emergency~ 

I'f.ake no new connections until such time as itc-an:' . 
demonstrate a sut"f1cient water supply to :,p:rovide" for 
additional customers without adversely affeet1ng: service' 
to eXist1ng customers., All applicants·,!orwater service " 
having a ou11d:1ng.perm.it issued pr10i to' August; <3,19'76,:,.',' 
shall be exempted. ' 

Demonstrate asutficient water, supply based' upon' ,d·ata . 
taken from a well' testing program> 1nc'lud1ng: eXisting 
wells and new wells> giVing cons1d.eration tos:uch',ltactors ,: 
of' production as drawdown occurring with. the simultaneous' 
pumping of nearby wells Or transmission p1p'eline ' 
lim:ttations~ and shall ce conducted under the supe:r;.v1s10n 
o't a registered. engineer. ' 

It has now been 16 months sinee Decision No.. 80193 was 
issued.. During that time there have been approx1mately.a' do,zen 
applicat:1.ons tor variance t'rom the ban on new 'conneCt,i0ns. The' 

'" .,.' I • 

applications for variance have increased in volume:s1nee the' 
Montara Sanitary District lifted 1 ts ban on newsewer'C'onnections . 
1n late April> 1977. The Comm1ssion expec'tstb.~t,the': volum~<w11i.· . 

, ,,' 
, " 

.' .. 

2 

" ' 



c. 10093, A. 55538 oh * .. '" ., 
'" • ",.r 

continue to increase since an applicant tor a building 'permit 
must have both a water and a sewer connection b-et"ore a"building:: .' 
perm!t ca."l oe granted. ' 

Increasingly the applicat10ns tor variance ·cite hardship. :f'I:om " 
1nao1l1ty to oota1n a water connection 'and hence"a ,ouild1ngp'erm1t..r, 

. ',"'" ',' 

The longer the oan on new water connect1cns remains in' ef';f'ect~the 
greater the hardship en ind1 vidua:'s who des£~e to.. conne:ct:,'t'O:th,~ ... 
system but cannot. Ccnversely, it.' newccnneet:tcnstethewat:e~'< 
system are permitted befoJ:"e .the util1ty candem~nstratethat,,1t'.' 
has adequate water supplY~: then a 'p,c,tent1al, h.ard~h1p"ot ~u~h' 
greater :na.gn! tude is created for the eX1st1ngc:~sttome;s .1n the . 
event cf an everdemand en thesystemfscapac'ityS;~h .. a~:o'ccu~ed' 
1n the spring ef 1976 and resulted in massiveoutages .• 

In View cf the passage cftime since August 3;' 1916~t'ld 
possible changed c1rcumstances~the Cemm1SS10n1so'r-eh~CP,1rl1~~., 
that gccd cause eXists to recpenth1sproe-eed:tngfor, the'purpo:>e , 

,. 
of taking add1 ticnal evidence concerning, but, not I1mft:ed to:,,-the, 
folleWing items:. 

1) the utility'S progress in develep-ing new sctU."'ce,s'o.!"., 
supply and its p:'egnesis for cempletec'emp:liance,w'ith 
Ordering!. paragraph 1 ef DeCisiOn No,~ 8,5193:" -' 

2) changed ,conditions in the system s1nceA~st 3~,1976, 
with respect to. the: 

3) 

a. amount of storage 
b. ava,ilab,ility of spr1ng water 
c. ownership of' the two.' a1rport- wells 
d. availability and ccst of watertrcmthe 

wells and others.ources . 
a1rport: and. 

e. cend1 tion of:tl'?-e groundwater table; 
. . ,". '. 

the present aoil1ty of the utility to. serve. eXis,t1ng 
customers, 

.' 

4) other related matter,:s. '., 

. ... 
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IT IS ORDERED that the Case No .. 10093. is hereby.reopened. 

Hearings will be held. 'betore Ad.m1nistrati ve Law Judge corre~r 

eom:nenc1ng March 13;, 1978~ at the Hateh School, 498 Kelly Street;, 

Half Moon Bay, California at 10 :00' .a •. m.. At these' hear'1ngs the 

utility is to· present eVidence on the mattersdiscus'sed'1n this 

order. 

Evj"dence may also 'be presented by ·the public and thestafr .. 
,. 

Service of this ord.er shall be made on allpart1es to- . 
;.,' '. 

case No. 10093. 

Dated· at san 'lI'rm'I~~ .. " , California this' y:R··.·.dayof 

__ F_EB.;;..;.R~U.:.::AR~Y ___ ~ 1978. - . 

. ...... ,' 
',' '. 


