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BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

*ﬁvestisation on the Commission's own
motion into the operations, practices,
se*vice, equipment, facilities, rules,
regulations, contracts and water supply
of CITIZENS UTILITIES COMPANY OF
CALIFORNIA, Montara District, serving
the areas of Montara, Marine View,
Farallone City, Moss Beach and adjacent
territory in San Mateo County.

Case No. 10093 :
(Filed May 4 1976)

- Application of CITIZENS UTILITIES
COMPANY OF CALIFORNILA for authority to
Increase its rates and charges for its

ver system serving the areas of
Montara, Marine View, Farallone City,.
Moss Beach and adjJacent territory in
San Mateo County.

Application No. 55538
(FLled March 6, 1975) .

PP P R T L W L N D L N R A T A

ORDLR REOPENING CASE NOQ. 10093
FOR FUR”HBR HEARINGS

By its orxder dated May 4, 1976, the Commission inctituted an )
investigation into the operations, prccticeu, services, equipment, j_'
facilitles, rules, regula ions, contracts and, water supply of

Citizens Utilities Company of California,'Montara District fbr the wfh‘
Purpose of‘determining- :

X. Wnether its available water supply and storage capacity
is adequate and sufficilent to.enable 1t to serve:
existiﬁg customers Iin its certificated areas

Whether its avallable water supply and utcrage capacity
is adequate and surficient to enable it to serve new .

cuutomers or additional connections 1n it,‘certificated

Whether there are available additional sources: of‘supply

of supply,

and whether it Is feasidble for it to obtain such sources .:I[
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4. Whether 1t should be ordered to provide additional ‘
sources of supply or additional: facilities to alleviate‘:
any 1nadequacy found to exist. ' : ‘ L

The matter was conuolidated for hearing,with Application No.fj\‘]
55538 and was heard on June 1, 2, 3 and 4, 1976 in Montara.,,.l- o

On August 3, 1976, Decision No. 86193 was *ssued and the
uwtllity was ordered to:

l. Acquire new sources of water for 1t5~Montara service S
area capable of producing at least 200 gallons: of water
per minute and within thirty days after the effective
date of Decision No. 86193, and every thirty days there-
after until such new sources of water are Iin operation,_
file with this Commission a progress report. :

Within sixty days after tne effeotive date of Decision No.
86193 file a water management plan for the Iinterim period. '
from the date hereof until the time that the water: supply‘.
has been increased as required. Such plan shalligive .
priority to conservation of water and to’ assuranoe of
continuity of service In an emergency. S

Mzke no new connections until such time as 1t oan
demonstrate a sufficlent water supply to provide’ for _
additional customers without adversely affecting service’
to existing customers., All applicants for water service
having a2 dbullding permit Lssued prior to Auguso 3, 1976, ’
shall be exempted. . o A

Demonstrate a sufficient water supply based upon,data

taken from a well testing program, Including existing .
wells and new wells, giving consideration to such“factoreg

of production as drawdown occurring with the simultaneouS'
pumping of nearby wells oOr transmission pipeline = o
1imitations, and shall be oonducted under the supervisionz”r~

of a *egistered engineer.. ‘ _ ‘

It has now been 16 months since Decision No. 86193 was ‘
issued. During that time there have been approximaxely a dozen;
applications for variance from the van on- new connections.; The
applications for variance have Lincreased in volume since-the
Montara Sanitary District 1ifted its ban on. new sewer oonnections
in late April, 1977. The Commission expects thac tne volume will
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continue to increase since an applicant ’or a building permit
have both a wate*‘and a sewer connection berore a building
perm**'can be granted.

Increasingly the applications for variance cite hardship from ;1 «in

inabllity to obtain a water comnection and hence a building‘permic!ff”
The longer the ban on new water connections remaino 1n effect the 93‘
greater the hardship on individua_s who- desire to connect to the
system dut cannot. Conversely, 1f new connections vO the water
system are permlitted before the utility ¢can demon trace that it

nas adequate water supply. then 2 potential hardship of much

greater magnitude is created for the existing cuscomers 1n the ‘
event of an overdemand on the system's capacity such as occurred

in the spring of 1976 and res ulted: in‘ma sive’ outages." .

In view of the passage or ‘time since August 3, 1976 and
possible chansed circumstances, the Commis fon is ot the opinion";
what good cause exists to reopen this proceeding for the purpose
of taking additional evidence concerning, but not limited to, che
following items: : : SRR

hip) the utility s progress 1n developing new sourceo of
supply and 1ts prognosis for complete compliance with
O*derinstp&ragraph 1 of Decision No 86193, e

changed conditiono in the system since August 3, 1976
with respect to the: ~

a. amount of storage.

b. avalilabllizy of spring water o

¢. ownership of the two alrport wells .

€. availability and cost of water from the airpor. and
wells and other sources . .

e. condition of the groundwater table°.

IS

.‘,_"

the present ability of‘the utility to serve existing
customers, ' : _ , _

ocher related matte.o.' -
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IT IS ORDERBD that the Case No. 10093 is hereby reopened. ‘ 

Hearings will be held before Administrative Law J‘udp-e COrrey
comencing Mareh 13, 1978, at the Hateh School 498 Kelly Street
Half Moon Bay, Ca.lirornia at 10: 00 a.m. At these hearings the -
utility is to present evidence on the matters discu sed_inathis;f
order. ‘ , , N ‘.‘
Evidence may also be presented by the publ-ié and th’_e'.srtar;‘\.f‘"‘

Service of this order shall be made on ali}p“a‘._x"‘bie‘vsu to
Case No. 10093. | R

Dated at _San Pramelen , California ‘1-;1‘::.'3",’ 2. day. é:‘f:““
FEBRUARY , 1978, | B

~ ComhlSsioners




