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Decision No. __88598 . March 21, 1978 : Pl
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UmILITIES COMMISSION OF THE’STATE OF CALIFORNIA

ALVMR C. DAVIS and -
STEVEN LER_‘ELSWICK,

|
A Pla:...'ciffs.

3

% SR casi Wo. 10232
) . (leed January‘ll,a}Q]?
%
/

v_'

'PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC
CQM?ANI a corporazlon, '

Defendant.

Steven Elgmmck and Alma C. Davzs, for themselves,
complainants.

Kathy T. Graham, Attorney at Law, for Paclfxc Gas
axd Electric Company, defendant. -

Vernon G. Putnam, for the Commmssxon taff-

By this complamnt, Alma C. Dawzu and Steven LeR._Elsw1ck, herff*“
sou, allege that the two electrxc net ers of Pacmfic Gas'. and Electrmc -
Co*puny (PGXE), a corporatlon,se*vzng themr-pet uhQU, the Fort Bragg
Pet Shop, av L30% and the residence av AL30 North Franklmn, Fort Bragg, K
are | runn-ng irregularly; that both buzldmngs had prevmously beeﬁ*served;x“ﬁ B
by ¢ne meter; and that since the two meters, were' 1nstalIed, th'w | o
e-ectxac'bzl s for the. bulldlngs Have dcubled that they con acte g Lo
°u&$ regarding tois problem,_and that they have recezved no‘oati factmon«q@" .
from PG&E regarding their complaint. They requested ‘that “the. maxtew”be fﬁ,} ;
set fo“ hearing in Fort Bragg and. that a detenmlnatlon'bé made s
correc*ness of the mevers azd the bzlllngs.: Two checkthotalr'“
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meters have been accurate._ Defendant requests tha‘t, th"i'l”"""""
~ be d:.smn.ssed. : :

M.. Mooney in Fort Bragg on June 28, 1977 y on wh::.ch da'c,e h ma‘tﬁer"‘ﬁas

Mr. Elsm ck testn.f:.ed as i‘ollows on behali‘ oi' omplamants-
The pet shop (1*303; North Franklin) is on the same _parcel oi‘ land an_d. d::ectly :

‘ch:.s property for about two yeaz‘s- : 10¢
over the management of the pet shop i‘or h:x.s mothcr. Th ""’pket sto ‘had
or:.g:.nally been in the bu:.lcm.ng in- front but was later mové to the
rear, building. The residence. was’ occup:.ed for a. tme bym nants

Publ:.c hear:.ng was held before Adm:.m.%ra’cn.ve Lawff‘Judgn ‘Ar‘chur

and was reated %0 a tenam; in March 1977.‘ ‘The pet shop c‘o' r:.-: es h amst_rs,j"'

gxinea pigs, b:.rds, .:-md some  fish.’ In:.‘cially both bulldlngs we:e ‘on “‘i'.he -
same electric meter, and accord:.ng to b:.s understandn.ngf‘ a ‘commercial
ve was aopln.ed., To separa‘oe *:,he b:x.ll:.ng *‘or ‘che res:.de c a.;;d

res:.dence was. $64 05 and for the. pe't shop‘was $7O lub-

double what the charge had. been mth the sn.ngle me‘c.er-g__xm
to PG&E about this. .

in 't.he pe‘c shop. .

He d:.sconnected about half the f:x.sh tanlc hea't:er No
nonthly bn.ll:.ng for the shop cont:.nued to. cl:.m e :
o look _nto t.h:.s, and 1"' aga:m tested *che me*t.ero on May
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ohat the: 220-volt Space heater a:nd rema::.m.ng f:.sh tamc heaters were
dramng a substantial amount of energy in the pet shoo. 'l‘he wea-bher
has been moderate and should have ln.‘ctle efi‘ect on hz.s elec'cr:.c ba.ll -
Ee has now talcen out or dn.sconnected about 75 percent oiff"'bhe ‘ lec‘b ca.l
“:z.xtures .=md appl:.ances in the pe‘t: shop, and the electncfj bills:

it *-e:na:z.n” :.nordlnately h:ugh ‘He presen*cly has only' four i‘luorescent-..
l:.g.ht *‘n.ad:ures operat:x.ng w:z.th 'bwo bulbs ee.ch, a.n a:x.r ‘compressor

"20-watt tank heaters connected in- the pe‘o shop.;
part time, and the water in the i‘:.sb. tanks is ma:mta:med at a:round"' |

58 degrees. Compla:.nants have had’ several problems a.n bhe pas' w::.th

and lthat an app“opria"ce adgus‘cmen-c ve made :.n tb.e pas‘o b:x.ll:.ngs. _
also stated that he felt the rate level was. too high. el T

" Accord:.ng 0 PGEE'S Exh:rbn.t l, 'che follow:.ng magor elec‘cmcfj{jvj} RN
items were in ‘che res:Ldence prn.or to March lS, 1977 when :rc,w:as o

occupiled by complan.nants. a3, OOO—watt ‘rhermador 'wall hea'cer, ' a L -
L, 000-watt Wesix wall heater, a 4,5 OO—watt Na’c:.onal water heater, and;,‘{;l“ =

four 250-wa'bt heating lamps. Mr.' Elsw:.ck expla:z.ned thao the"*Wesa.x S
heater Was not :.nstalled unt:.l around November .'1.976 and tha‘c.. he ’idoes A
20t remember any heating lamps in the house before it ‘was' rented;“' o

-venant and compla:..nants' accou.nt for :.1: was closed. Y G

Accord:x.ng 0. PG&E's Exb:x.bn.t 2 the following electnc :.tems

were in the pet shop at one t:.me- e 5 600—watt spdce heater, 'cwem:

- 4O~wart fluorescent l:.ghts, i‘:we of:- wh:.ch were' bumed out four lOO—,
one 150~, and thirteen 50-watt fish tank: heaters¥?'w o 7

for the fish tamcs-‘ and. a. 357—wat't freezer.-; Mr- Elswic __‘:expl,a:x.ned

- that the fluorescent l:.gh'cs were J.n f.‘:x.xtures w:z.th i‘our l:x.ghts"bo" o
fixture. Also, as po:.nted out: above, he' stated ‘tha ' many"'oi" ‘these n.tems;g-

‘ have been d:.sconnec'ted or taken otrb. ‘ PR
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F°11°W'-‘-n8 is a summary of the tabulata.on in PG&E'
L and & of the ;::Llowatt-hours used, a.nd t.he amount charged. i‘or the ‘two‘ .
- buildings for the monthly b:.ll:mg penodq from June 1975 throu‘gh -'_?i:[ '
June 1976. ‘ : - FIREREE e b ot SN

S:Lngle Meter for’ Both Bu:.'l.dxngs

Billing Ka.lowatt- "Amount
Date Hours Usage :Billed (l)

7-11-75 753 o
8-11-75
9=10-75"
10=-9=75-
11-10-75 W
12-10-75" "2226.H‘fg‘
1'12-76:_ ol
' 3524
- 3180 .
33660
CRLRL:
21990, . 950
 RT39.

(l) A—-A. Commerc:.al Rate o 8/9/76
(2) D-u4 Domesta.c Ra’ce effectwe 8‘/10/76

Separate Neter for Each Bu:z.ldmg

_Residence. ““"“f Sy Pet Shop (1), L
_AKilowamt-‘;e, S Amount - Kmlowamt—un- : 'Khount L
Hours Usage =~ Billed (2) - Hours'Usage" Bllled (3)”'“'

- 2625 87672 ,i«u‘jﬂ*ﬂf gg ;j 3 225
2LL7 0 - 6287 0 . 125 R 68;
w8, a‘5:-96ifv- L 201
2090 - 57 82

1668 4T7.28¢
=98, 3k 37
meto Tl (m

Pet Shop meter set 9/ 3/ 76
- DLXC Domestic Lifeeline Rate. AR _
J A-4 Commercial Rate.. .- . - - | | RSIRIR
:, COmpla:.nants' res:x.dence account closed 3/15/77.-_;
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PG&E s supemsor of consumer semces :Ln :.ts general ofi‘:.ce
'teS'tlfled that his compa.ny tested the two electnc meters ":z.n quest::.o

. in 'che pet shop.‘ R
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Discussion ~{

_ The 1ssue for our determlnazmon 1s whether the electrm‘

electrzc usage. Based on the
by PGEE set forth in Exh;blts
the staf’ englneer, they were
prescrlbed by the Comm;ssmon.;

*eflected 1n the declmne mn the amountrof electrl””usagexand chaxrge:

in the laxter'bxlllngs lzsted for the pet.shopxlnethe”suﬁﬁary abulation
above. N S

Flndlngg - R I o - SR AR
1. On.May 17, 1977, electrzc meter 80HL16& whlch measures ervmceffgfﬁ
%o complalnanzs' pet shop 1nd1caxed 0. l percent.slaw at llght load SRR
and 0.4 percent fast at full load- A '

2. On Mhy 17, 1977, electrné—meter A67 519 whlch.measures servxceiﬁ? ;

to the house in front of the pet Shop 1nd1cated 0- 2 percent fastjut
light load and 0.3 percent fast ax full load.k

3. The meters referred to in andmngs 1 and 2 are w1th1n he“"V*‘ ’

accuracy of 2 percent prescrmbed by thms Commzssmon. , B
4. Complainants have used the amounxs_of electrxcmt £ér which

they were billed for the pet shop ax LBO% and the bumlding t- 430 North '
_ ?renklln, Fort Bragg. - -
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Conclus:on
The complalnt should be denled.

IT IS ORDERED that,-
1. Compla;nants are denled any rellef. L .
2. The Executive Director shall release to defendant the . ;
3218 78 deposited with the CommzssmonAby compla;nants mn congunctlon ”
th this compla:.nt-_ S

3. The time within whzch complamnantsvshall bc requmred to payklfnt!
any other amounts which may be due from complamnants o defendantzforljf’\

electric service. provmded to compla;nants' pet.shop at hBQ%}‘ ‘
Franklin, Fort Bragg, and to the. reoldence 3430 North,Ffankl‘n,

Fo*t Bragg, przor o March 21, 1978 15 extended to\August.2l“‘l978.lfjfﬁff‘

. The effectmve date of thls order shall be th;rt VY
after the date hereof- ' o

- Dated at. San Franeseo ,Cala.fom:.a,thls 21T
day ofl‘ ) MARCH 1978 S




