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FOQE THE PUBLIC UTILITI&S COWMISSIO\ 0: THE STAIE OF CALIFORLIA

Application of the State of Califormia, )
Department of Transportation, for anm )]
oxder’ ~authorizing the comstruction of a g

crossing at separation of grade over the
tracks--0f the Southerm Pacific Transpor-
tation Company's E1l Paso mainline track
one spur track and one future track at |
railroad mile post 175.92, and for an
order authorizing closure,and pnysxcal
reaoval of existing PUC crossiz

3-175.3, all in the County of. Made~a. ‘

pllcatlon No. 578 lO
(VL ed January 19 1978)

As part of the project to merove Sha.e Route 99 to
freeway standards between Road 22 and Avenue 21 in Madera County, .he‘
State of California, Department of Transportatlon requests autborlty
to construct a graae spearation structure, to be known as the WAvenuh §
20 Overhead", over the tracks.of the Southern Pacxf;c TranspOrsatxon
Company's EL Paso main lime approxlmately seven mz_es No*thwest of
the City of Madera in Madera County. Authorzty is also-requested to
close ard physzca;ly remove the a*-grade CIOSbLng of Road 21,

(Crossxng B-175.3) upon completion of the WAvenue 20 Ove*bead"

Applicant states that certamn Federal funds w1ll be used .
for construction of this project. In o*der to qualzfy for these funds, =
applicant requires an order from the Public. Utxlztxes Commzssxon
authorizing construction which will be effectmve prior’ to'Aprxl 1, 1978.
”herefore the usual thx*ty-oay waiting perzod ‘should be: waived.

The California Highway Commission is the lead agency for
the project to improve State Route 99 to freeway s:andards ‘between
- Road 22 and Avenue 21 in Madera County pursuant to the'CaIifOrnia"
Environmental Quality Act of 1970, as amended. After revmew of a
Negative Declaration, the Caleorn;a H;ghway Commlssxon approved the |




A. 57810 VVB

project and on June 20, 1977 £iled 2 Noti ce of Determinatron with.
the Secretary for Resources which found that "The project will not e
have a significant effect on the enviroament.™

Notice of the application was publxshed in the Commission's
Daily Caleadar om Jaauary 20, 1978. No protests have been recexved.
A public heariag is not necessérya; ' '

I N DING S

After consideration, the Commxssron frnds.‘
| 1. The State of Califormia, Department of Transportatzon,
should be authorized to construct the "Avenue 20 Overbead" over the
tracas of the Southern Pacific Transportatron Company s El Pasolmarn
line near the City of Madera, Madera County, at the locatron and
substantlally as shown by the plans attached to-the apprrcatzon, to
be identified as Crossing B-175.9-A. -

2. After completion of the "Avenue 20 Overhead" and its openlng
to traffic, the existing Road Z1 grade crossing, Crossxng B~175 3,
should be abandoned and physically removed.

3. Clearances should be in accordance with Generar Order ZGD
except that during the perzod of cons“ructron, 2 clearance of mot 1 ess
than 21" 6" above top of rail should be authorized and the Southern
Pacific Transportation Company should be authorized- to Operate with
such reduced overhead clearance provrded that rnstructrons are issued
by the railroad and filed wich the Commission orbxddxng employees to.,v
ride oa tops of cars between the structurc. : L

4. Applicant should notify the Commxssxon.and the Southern |
?acrfrc Transportation Company at least 15, but not more tban 30 days
in advance of the date when the temporary rmpaxred clearanee wzll be o .
created. | ‘

5. Walkways should conform to Geﬁeral Order 118;] Welkwaysf
adjacent to any trackage subject to raxl operatxons should be |
maintained free of obstructions and should promptly be restored to thexr o
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original condition in the event of damage during constrocrron.

6. Construction and maintenance costs should be bo*ne in
aceordance with an agreement to be entered into between tbe<part1es
relative thereto, and copies of the agreement togethe* with plans
of the crossing approved by the Southerm Pacific Transportatxon N
Company, should be filed with the Commrssron priox to’ commencrng
construction. Should the parties £ail to agree, the Comm;ssxon will
2pportion the costs of comstruction and marntenence by'ftrther ordex

7. The California Highway Commission is the 1ead ~agency for: the
project to improve State Route 99 to freeway standards between Road 21 |
and Avenue 21 in Madera County pursvant to the Calrrornra EuvzronmentaI‘ |
Quality Aect of 1970, as amended, and on May 17, 1977 approved its |
Vegatrve Declaxation whick has been £iled with the ”ommrssxon. The
COmmxssron has considered the Negative Declaratxon and Notrce of
Determination ir rendering its decision on this progect and frnds that:

a. The envirormental impact of tbe proposed actron |
is rnsrgnrfrcant. S _

b. ' The planned constructron is ehe most feasible and _
economical that will avoid any possrble envrronmental
impact. |

¢. There are no known L*reversrble envxronmental changes

- involved in this proejct. : ‘

8. In order to qualify for Federal £undxng of thrs proJeet,
applicant requires an oxrder from the Publre Ut*lrtres Commxssroa v
authorizing constructron of the progect ‘which will be: effectrve prxor to
April 1, 1978. Therefore the usual tbrrty-day wartrng perrod should
be weived.

On the basrs or the forogorng frnernbs, we concluee that
the application should be graneed as set fo:th in the followlng order.

b
[
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IT IS ORDERED that. .

1. The State of California, Department of IransPortat:.on, is
authoxized to comstruct the "Avenue 20 Overhead" over the tracks of
the Southern Pacific Tranmsportaticn Company's El Paso main line near
the City of Madera in Madera County, as set fortb in the fz.nd:'.ngs of
this decision. : ' - :

2. Within thirty days after completz.on, pursuant to th:.s ordecr:,
applicant shall so advise the Commission im writing. ‘

This authorization shall expire if not exercn.sed within -
three years wnless time be extended or if the above conditions are
not complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if public
convenience, necessity oxr safety so. require.

The effect:.ve cdate of tb:.s order is the date. hereof.

Dated ot _SmPugmn _, California, thzs_z.LL
day of ___ ' MARCH . 1978. -

Ml et e AT W, g Vi




