
Decision No •. 88643 MAR 21, 1978 

BEFORE THE PtJBLIC UTILITIES CO:MMISSION .OF 'IRE STATE· OF CAI.IFO'RI.~IA. 

Application of ~heState of California, ) 
Department of Transporca~ion, for an ) 
order'authorizing the construction of a l 
crossing at sepa. ration of grade' over the . 
tr.lcks-·of the Southern Pacific Transpor- . 
tation Company T s El Paso mainline track, 
one spur track and one future track at 
railroad mile post 175.92~ and for an ) 
order authorizing closure and physical ) 
removal of existing PUC crossi:ig ,.. ) 
B-175.3~ all in tbe County of Madera. ) 

Application No. 57810 
(Filed Janua:y 19, 1975) 

As part of the project to improve Sta.te Route .99 to 
freeway standards between Road 22 and Avenue. 21 in Madeia County,:.the 
State of Califoro.ia~ Department' of Trans,portation requ~sts, author;ty 
to construet a gr~'lde spear.ation struct:ure~ to be· ,knO'Wl'l as the "'Avenue 
20 Overhead"~ ovei:- the tracks. of the Southernl>acific Transportation· 
Company T s E1 Paso main line a?prox~ tely seven miles' No:::,tbwest: of'. 

the City of YJolcera in Madera County ~ AuthoritY- is ~lso-: recil..lested to 
close and physically remove the at-grade cros~'ing' of Road 21~ 

. . I,· . 

(C~ossing B-175.3) upon completion of the "Avenue' 20 Overhea'd". 
Applic3.nt states that certain Federal funds will be, used 

for c.onsttuctioc. of this project. In order to qUalifY' fOr these fUnds, 
.:lpplica:lt requires an order from the Public Utilities:'CorCmis.~ion 
authorizing construction which will ,be effective prior'to'April' 1, 1978., 
Therefore the usual thirty-day waiting period should be·'waived. 

The California Highway Commission' is the lead agcncyfor 
the projec~ to improve State Route 99 to freeway standards,betWeen 

. Road 22 and Avenue 21 in Made::,a County pursuant to tb'ecali£ornia. ,. 
Environmental Quality Act of 1970, as' amended. After ,review of· a,' 
Ncg2tivcDec1aration, the California'Hi~ay ,COIDIlli~Si~Q·approv~d the 
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project anc on June 20, 1977 filed a Notice of De~ermination with 
the Se,cretary for Resources which found' that "The, .p=ojec't will not 

have a significant effect on the enviro~ent." 

Notice of the application was published in the Commission's 
Daily calendar on January 20, 1978. No protests have' been received .. 

A public bearing is not necessary. 

F I,N-D I N GS 
.~- ...... -----

. 
After consideration, tbe Commission finds: 

1. The State of California, Department of Transportation, 

should be authorized to constrl.!ct the "Avenue 20 Overhead" over the 
, . 

tracks of the Southern Pacific l'ransportation,COtrIpany'sEl Paso main 
""" line near the: City of Y.i2.dera, Madera County, at the location ana 

substantially as shown by the plans attached t~~he application, to 

be identified as Crossing B-175.9-A. 
2. After completion of the "Avenue 20 Overhead" and its opening 

to traffic, the existing Road 21 grade crossing, CrossingB--175.3, 
should 'be abandoned aud physically, removed., 

S. Clearances should be' in accordance with General Order, 26D, 
except that during the period of cons !:ruction,. a clearance of not, less 
than 21' 6" above top of rail should be autho::ized and the Southern 

Pacific Transportation Company should be authorized-tooPeratewitb 

such reduced overhe~d clearance provided that ,instructions are issued 

by the railroad and filed wi~b the Commission forbidding,' employees t~, 
ride on tops of ears between ':he structul:'C. 

4. Applicant should notify the Commission and the Southern 
Pacific Transportation Company at least 15>, but not morc than,'30 days 
in advance of the date when the temporaryi:mpaired clearance will be 

created. 

5. Walkways should conform to General Order,llS.', walkways:, 

adjacent to any trackage subject to railo~ratl.ons shOuld'be , 
maintained free 0'£ obstructions and sh~uld promptly' t>e'>restored to their 
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original con<1ition in the event of damage during construc1:ion .. 
6. Construction and maintenance costs should beboine in 

accordance 'With an agreement to be entered' into:be~eentbe p.lrties 

relative thereto:t and copies ofeheagreement, together'withplans 
of the crossing approved by'the Southe:::n Pacific'TranSportation 

Company, should be fi led with the Commission prior t~ cOmmencing 
construction. Should the parties fail to agree" the Com:nissioD. will 
apportion the' costs of construction and maintenance, by fuithcrorder. 

7. The Californi~ Highway CommissiOn is the lead agency for the 
project to improve State Route 99 to freeway' standards between Road. 21 
and Avenue 21 in Madera County pursuant to, theca1ifornia'Enviromne~tal 
Quality Act of 1970, as amended, and on May 17, 1977 apprcr-v'ed its 

Negative Declaration which bas been filed witht~eComcission. The 
Commission bas considered the Negative Declaration and Notice of', 
Determination in rendering its decision on this project and finds that: 

a. Theenvironme:ltal iI:lpact of the propos'cd action 
is insignificant. 

b •. The planned cons true tion is the ::::oos t £easi~le and 

economical, that will svoid any, : possible: . environmental 
impact. 

c. There' are no known irreversible environmental changes ' 

involved in this proejct. 

In order to qualify for Federal iundi,ns. of' this, Pt:0j ect; 
appliCant requires an order fromUle Public' Utilities CotI:n:nissicn '. 
authorizing conStruction of the project'which will becffec'tiv~prior to 
April 1, 1978. Therefore::':, the usual thirty';'daywaiti:.O:g periOclshould' 
be waived. 

CONCLuSIONS 
~--------'--

On the baSis of the foregoing fi:nd:tngs~we .. conclude that 
the applicAtion should be granted as set forth in' the 'following'or,der. 
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ORDER ---"--
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. '!be State of California,. Department of Transportation, is 
authorized to construct the "Avenue 20 Overhead" overtbe tracks of, 
the Southern Pacific Transportation Company's El Paso main. line near 
the City of Y~dera in !"'J.cldera County, as set· forth in the findings of 
this decision. 

2. Within thirty days after completion" pursuant: to thiS order, 
applicant shall so advise the Commission in 'Writing. 

!bis au'thorization shall expire if not exercised 'Within< 
three years unless time be extended or if the above conditions are 
not complied with. Au~boriz.ation may be revoked or ,modified if public 
convenience, necessity or safety so req,uire. 

!he effective date of this order is the datehereo~. 

Dated at S:m F'rlinmro , california, this 2L.a.i 
I MARCH 9 ..,. day of __________ ) 1 70. 

::;-.~:.:;::::::\; 
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