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Decision No. 8B259 MAY. 2 1978 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Ap~lica~ion o~ 
PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY for 
a eerti~1cate ot public conve~ence 
and necessity unQer General OrQer 
No. 13l for a. 230-kV Transmission 
Line trom the New Melones Sw1tchyard 
to Applicant's Bellota-Herndon 230-kV 
Line. 

(Electric) 

OPINION --- "...- - - - ~ -

Application No. 56725 
(Filed September l~ 1975) 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company (Applicant) seeks an order 
of the COmmission granting it a certificate that present and, future 

\ .' 

public converu.ence and. necessity will require the construction- and 
operation of a Qouble-circu1t~230-kv transmission l1ne' !'rom the 
U.S. Bureau ot Reclamation's New Melones Power Plant Skitehyard to 
the Applicant's Bellota-Herndon 230-kv line near the City and County 
of San Francisco's Warnerville SUbstation located south or Oakdale~ 
Cal1fornia. 

Environmental Im-08.ct Report (Em) Process and Public Hearing 

A Fins.l EnVironmental Impact Report (Nnal EIR) was prepared 
in connection With this a.pplication 1n comp~ance With the provisions 
of the Ca11fo:r.n!.a EnVironmental Q.uality Act (CEQA.) ~ the Guidel1nes~ 
and Rule 11.1 of this Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure 
(Rules ) •. ~ The EnV1ronmental Impact Branch of the Utilities DiVision 
of the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) prepared the 
Final EIR. 

A Drart Em b.a.s been reVieweo 'by the pu'b11c anel various state 
and public agencies in accordance With the State EnVironmental 
Guidelines. A public hear1ng _on the environmental 1ssues . was held .. 

-l-



A. 5672~ FG 

on November ~., 1977., in Oakdale., California., by the U.S. B'u:t-eau of" 
Reclamation f"or the U. S. Del>artment or' Energy. There were no protests 

at tlle heari:c.g. ~e Fi:c.al EIR was issued on Harch l~., 1978·. No 
exceptions to that document were riled. with the Commission. Two-letters 

\ . 

protestillg the project were, however, received in February, 1978.· 

~ject Description 

T.b.e proposed project is a:c. approxi.mately 2;-:nile,.double­
eil:'etti.t !'ac:i.l.ity extending :from. the New Melones SwitcJ:l.yard to the 
Applica:lt t s :Bellota-Herndon 230-kv line. ~e route 0'£ the proposed 
line proceeds southwesterly t'rom the New Melones Sw:itellyard, across, 

the easte:r:c. reach of" Turlock Lake Reservoir, on southerly across 
State Highway 120 near the Tuolum:c.e-Sta:cislaus County line; thence 
southeasterly to avoid. rid.geline exposure to the \lilms Ranch State 
Historical Mo:c:t:rr:lent; thence westerly to the City 8Jld County 0:£ 

San Francisco's RetCh-KetChy right o'£-~; thence westerly to a 
location near the Warnerville Substation,. southeast o! the City o! 
Oakdale in Stanislaus Co'Ollty. 

The proposed transmission line., with its attendant. leo- to 

lO3-toot wide right-o!-way., would use lattice steel square' based 

to~ers. These towers would average 135, teet in height, with spans 
between towers ra:o.giJlg 1'ro:::l 500 to 2.,000 ;teet apart. All existing 
developed access will be utilized in pre!erence to construction o~ 
new access t'acilities. 

!the cost 01: providing. t:r:ansmissio:c. service to the :Federal 
Govermne:c.t will be paid in three lump SUlIl PSSlUents totalling 
$15.7 million. This cost is less than that which the United States 
would i:c.C'tlr i:t it were t~ constr'tlct aJld operate its ow.:c., trSll smi ssion 

line. 

-2-



A. 56725· FG 

Need ~or Project 

The New Melones b:yd.roeleetric generating plant is being 

developed t~ supply the needs or the Central Valley Project (CV?) 
via the proj"ect t s Tracy Sri tchyud. (Th~ New Melones line will. 
provide 'backup :tor cv.P commitments in the New Melones area~) 

Applicant's syste:n. will bene1'i t to the extent that it. 'Will 
be e:c.a.bled to transmit energy between New Melones and hacy~witchyard 

and thereby 1JJJJ.Y utilize locally generated power~ thus reducU1g the 
need to construct new tratls:ni ssion lines. 

Alternatives to the Prod ect 

The principal aJ. ternate is a 65-:nile transmi ssion line· 
wbich would be required i:t the U.S .. Bureau o:t Reclamation .were to 
buildi ts own line in order to co::xc.ect the New Melones and Tracy 
Switchyards. That alternate is not economically or environmentally 
pref'erable . to the proposed route. ~e other alternate routeswllich 
might co:zmeet the New Melones Swi t~arci to a. location near the 
Warnerville Substation would have to cross the same roads and in 
addition would have greater' visual expoSilre and/or would be more 

. expensive .. to eonstruet. 

~e al ternati ve o! undergrounding is excessively expensive 
because of' the steep terrain and rock outerops which would require 
'blasting. The impact 01' this blasting is considered: to have a. greater 
environmental impact on living ereaturestha:c. the erection o:t towers .. 
The clearing and trenching required tor 'Ulldergro'Cllc'. line construeti on 
would have a. greater long-term environmental e!:tect than overhead 
construction. 

EnViro:cmental Matters 

A eomprehensi ve record or environmental matters was devel0;r>ed 
in the Final Em on this project. Field investigation' o:t the route 

has been conducted by the s:t;a!'.t. Adverse impacts associated with the , 
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project are principally short term. The long-term, vis1bleimpact 
has been~t1gated as much as is reasonable and is considered' 
'\l'O.a void.ab le. 

The adverse ~pacts of the proposed projects on the flora 
and !a'W'lS. of the area have an ef"fect on only a small portion of it. 
No residential, commercial,. industrial,. or agriculturaJ.developments 

will 'be disrupted by the project. The disturbance to' vegetation" 
wildlife,. and traffic by dust,. nOise,. and movement will be of short 
duration. Applicant will reduce dust and n01se with mitigation 
measures" incorporated into the contract specifica.tions". and Will 
reseed disturoed area.s with native plants beneficial to, Wildlife. 

Other ~t1gation measures will include proper design of 
access roads to provide erosion control,. gates to protect, private 
property 1"rom trespass .• :proper transmi SsiOll line design to minimize 
electrical effects,. the use of eXisting roads wherever possible. 
Steel lattice towers Will be used to reduce the visual impact" and 
r1ght-or--way clearing will be kept to the minimum. necessary. Should 
previously unknown a.rcheolog1.calresources orhistorica.1ly sensitive 
areas be discovered during construction,. work would be stopped until 
the proper course of action can be determined ,by a professiona.l 
archeologist .. 

Tbe Commission has carefully considered the evidence on 
environmental matters". especially the contents 01" the Nna.l. EIR and 
makes the following findings pursuant to Rule', 17.1(S}(3,,4) of its· 
Rules 0'£ Practice and Procedure. 

Findings 

1. Land Resources - Minor alterations of physiographic features 
Will result from the, project. The disturbances associate,d with 
construction will be or- short duration. while those a.s.soe:tated nth 
operation w1~1 a£fect only a smal~ ~and area. 
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2. Biological Resources (vegetation and wildlife) - The major 
disturbance to vegetation and W1ld11few111 be during construct10n 
and the construction contemplated in this project will cause no· 
significant permanent adverse impacts on the b101og1calresources 0'£ 

the area. Other" possible adverse impacts will .'be. adequatelymit1gated· 
'by the. Applicant. 

3. Air> Water> and Noise - The proposed transmiSSion line is 
expected to have no adverse impact on the wa.ter" ~s1gn1ficant1mpact 
on. the ur and negligible 1:mpact on nOise of' the area... Audible noise 
and radio and: teleVision interference would increase directly beneath 
the transmission line.. However~ these effects would not be significant 
outside the right-of-way. Very 'brief radio interference might, 'be 
experienced by motorists as they pass under the transmission line. 

4. Cultural Resources - No significant impact to a.rcheological" 
paleontological or historical ~roes has been identified as a. result 
of the project. In the event a:ny archeological materials are di,s':'" 
covered during excavation for the transmission line towers". historical 
authorities Will 'be notified so that their value may be rapidly and 
adequately assessed. 

S. AesthetiCS - The projectw1ll have Visual impact 1n the 
:: area as the conductors nll contrast wi.th the sky at Highway 120 

crossing. In addition" one tower may be Visible to' motorists in 

both directions 'because the topography perrn1 ts long ViewS. To mitigate 
that 1mpact~ grey galvaru.zed lattice steel towers have been selected 
in order to blend into the surrounding area. The revegetation of 
construction areas a.s proposed by Applicant Will further· conceal 
the' project while providing beneficial foedstock for ~ldl1fe. 
Excavation and grading w.1~1 be ~1m1ted. to onJ.y that absolutely needed 
'£or tower sites and access road construction. 
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Conclusions· 

1. The project will deliver hydroelectric power to. evpts 
northern californ1a Tracy and New Melone.s Switchyards and.nll 
eliminate the need to. construct a longer~ more environmentally 
adverse line. Thus its benefits should outweigh. the 1rrevers11:>le 
environmental impacts. Its planned construction and operation 1~ 
an econom1c~ efficient, and appropriate means of meeting CVP's 
contracted coI!lllU.tments and 'bolster1ng.App11cant's bova.11able capacity 
in this reg1on. 

2. The consequences of not implementing the proposed trans­
mission line would result in the loss or the tull energy production 
capab1lity of the New Melones Powerhouse and thus the renewable 
energy source would not be utilized. 

3. In contor.mance with. General Order No. 13l-A~ the construc­
tion and operation of the 230-kv transmission line: 

A. Is reasonably required to meet demands tor present 
and/or reliable and economic electric service; and 

B. Will not produce an unreasonable burden or.. natural 
resources, aesthetics of the area in which the 
proposed facilities are to 'be located, public 
health and safety,. air and water quality 1%i the 
vic1n1ty~ or parks, recreational, and scenic 
areas,. or historic sites and 'building or archeo­
logical sites. 

4. Present and future public convenience and. necessity require 
the construction and operation of' this transmission project. 

5. Applicant is placed on notice that operative rights,. as such 
do not constitute a class of property wh1chmay 'be capitalized er 
used as an element of value in rate tixing for any amount of money 
in excess of that or1g:tnaJly paid. to th~ state as the conSideration 
for the grant or such rights. Aside from their purely perm1ssi ve 
aspect~ such rights extend to the holder a full or partial monopoly 
or a class of 'business. Tb.1s monopoly teature may be modified or 
canceled at any time by the state ... which is not in 8I1Y respect .11m.1ted. 
as to. the number o"r rights which mB:J' be given. The action. taken herein 
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is no": to 'be eon:;idered as ir..dicati ve of tllnou..''l,:ts. to be includec 
L~ future proceed~.gc tor the p~ose o~ determining just and 
reaco~able rates. 

6. TI:.e ~otice o~ Deter.ni.n.a.t1on for the project isa'ttached' 
as Appendix A 'to -this decision" and the Cocn!.ssion st3.f:t's'F1nal E!R' 
has been completed ~~ comp11~~c~ with CEQA and 'the Gu!delines~ The 
Co~:.izs1on r~s reviewed and considered the ~to~At1on contaL~ec 

L~ th~ Final EIR. ,Further pub~1c he~rL~ 1s not necessary. 

1. Based on the t'orego!..."lg .. 'the Co:nm1ss1on concludes that the 
New Melones to BelloUl,-Herncon transmission 11.~e should be authorized 
L~ the ~~er set forth in the folloWing order. 

ORDER 
----~ 

IT IS ORDERED that a certificate of puolic convenience and, 
necessity is granted to Paci!ie Cas ~"ld Electric Company to construct 
a.~d ope:-ate the 230-kv tra."'lsI:Ussion line in Calaveras? Tuolu=ne ~d 

St..o.n1s13.uS Counties> Ca.11!"ornia.~ as proposed !.:l. this proceed!ng~ 

Zae Executive Director o~ the CoQm1ssion is eirected to file 
a Notice 0: Dete~ina~!on for the project .. with contents as set forth 

1l') Appendix A to this decision, with the Secretal'Y 'tor Re'sources. 
The e!:t~tive da.te of th!.s order sha.ll 'be. thi;!"'Cy days ~tter 

the date hereot" .. 
Da.ted at __ .,;;&m~_Fran ___ ;;,,;;d1l_8eo ........ __ ,. Cali!Orn1a~ th.1s ~ ... : . da.y 

of MAY • .. 1978. 



.. 

e TO: !Xl Secr~...a...""Y 'tor Resources FROM: (tead Agene;v)" . 
1416 Ninth Stre~ ~ Rooc. 1311 
Sacramen~~ CA 95814 

cali~ornia Public Utili~1es COmmis5ion 
State Bu1ld1n,s 

D County Clerk 
County 0": ________ _ 

stT.BJ'ECT: F111~ o'! Notice o! Determina:t10n 1.:. Cox::.pliar.ce with Section 21108 or 
211520: tbe Public Resources coee 

IPrOJec:t. 'htle New Melones 
23Q-kv Transmission Line 

IState Clearingbouse N'u::iber (If su"o:ni tted to State Clear1.ngnouSe) 
17100328 .-

jeontact. Person I Telephone N~ber 
Philli1) Z. :alecher 415-55'7'-1487 

IPl"oject ~~1onl 
CalAveras, Sta.uisls.us and !ruol'lllmle CO'lmt1es 

~jee-: Deser1ption Applieation by pac1t'ic Gas and. Electric COmpany to construct 
a 23-mil.e~ 23O-k11ovolt~ 3-j;lhase~ double~.reu1.t line trom the PG&E :Bellota-' 
~erndon23o-kv transm1ssion line from New Melones S~t~d to Oakdale? 
CaJ.Uorn1a.. 

, ': 

This is to advise that the Ca11!orni& Public Utilities Commission 
(Lead. Ag~r:y) 

has made the tolloving d~tions regarding the above-described project: 

1. The project has been JjJ approve<! by the Lead Agenc:y .. 
1:7 disapproVe<! . 

2. The project § Yill have a s1gn1!icant e!!eet on the enVironment. 
D v1ll not 

3. ./Jl .An E:lVironmental !:%pact Report vas p~ tor this project pursuant 
to the proVisions o! ~. 

D A Negative Declaration vas prepareC. 1:or this project pursuant to the 
prov1sioll$ or-~. A copy 01: the Negative Deelarat10n is. attached. 

Date Rece1 ved :ror Fll1ng SignAture. Pb1111p E. blecber 

Title Exeeutive Director 

Date 


