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Decision No. 88791. MAY 21978 

r -
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the matter of the Application of ) 
LOS ANGELES & SALT LAKE RAILROAD ) 
COMPANY and its Lessee, UNION 
PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY, for an 
order authoriziDg the cous't'rUction, 
maintenance and operation of a 
connecting track over Southern 
Pacific Drive, Foote Avenue off-ramp, 
Grant Street, and Alley East of 
Foote Avenue anc Alley East of Foote ~. 
Avenue North of Southern Pacific 
Drive ~ in the City of Los Angeles 

INTERIM OPINION 

Application No. 57268 
(Filed May 2, 1977) 

The Los Angeles and Salt Lake Railroad Company and its 
Lessee, Union Pacific Railroad Company, request authority to 
construct a track connecting the Union Pacific Railroad Company's 
San Pedro Branch Line to the Southern Pacific Transportation 
C~any's Long Beach Branch Line at grade across Grant Street and 
alley east of Foote Avenue, Foote Avenue off~raII%?, an alley north 
of Southern Pacific Drive east of Foote Avenue and Southern Pacific 
Drive, all in the City of Los Angeles, Los Angeles County .. 

The proposed connecting track will permit more direct 
movement of unit trains into the Long. Beach Harbor area.. Presently ~ 
unit trains must be delivered to applicants' yard and tben rerouted 
on'to Southern Pacific's branch line~ entailing. the backing of long. 
trains .. 

Grant Street is a dil:t street with limited use. The· 
alley east of Foote Avenue, the alley north of Southern ?acific 
Drive east of Foote Avenue and Southern PacifiC Drive are paper 
streets, not presently open to pUblic use. The City of Los Angeles, 
however, states that improvements for these streets are presently 
under design by the City t S Harbor Engineering Office .. 

Rule 40' of the Commission's Rules of Practice and 
Proced\'lX'e requires, atlong other things, that an application t~ 
construct a track across a public highway include: 

r 
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"Rule 38 
He) A statement: sho'tdng the public need to.be 

served by the p~oposecl crossing. 
t~) A profile showi~*t~e*ground line and grade 

line anc ra~e of grades of approach on all 
highways and railreads affected by the 
proposed crossing". 

With the a~ception of Foote Avenue off-ramp, the railroads cannot 
comply ~'"ith the above-noted requirements until such time· as design 
details for tbe balance of the streets named in the application 
have been completed. Additionally, Grant Street, the only involved 
street other than Foote Avenue off-ra:r:p which is presently open to 
public use, should be physically closed and barricaded to preclude 
its use as a crossing of the connecting track. 

The applicant railroads are anxious to commence cons truc
tion of the connecting track and all parties are in agreement as 
to the necessity for its construction. The City of Los Angeles 
has further agreed that it would have no objection to the granting 
of an interim order authorizing construction of the connecting 
track across Foote Avenue off-ramp, so long. as a reasonable period 
of time is allowed for completion of the design for the balance of 
the streets, as set forth in the instant application. 

Consideration of the public need for crossings at grade 
by the connecting track of Grant Street and alley east of Foote 
Avenue, an alley east of Foote Avenue north of Southern Pacific 
Drive and Sou.'tbern Pacific Drive, and if there be a pub-lic need, 
the type of crOSSing construction and the type of protection to 
be installed at the crOSSings, will be deferred to pl:0vide the 
City of Los Angeles a reasonable periocl of time to complete the 
requiSite design details. 

Notice of the application was published in the COImllission's 
Daily Calendar of May 3, 1977. 

-2-



• 
A. 57268 - ang 

E. '"1 N J2. 1. .li G ~ 
After consideration, the Commission finds: 

1.. AJ??lica1l~ should be authorized to construct a track 
co:mecti~ the Union Facific Railroac Company's San Pedro Branch 
Line to the Southern Pacific Transportation Company's Long Beach 
Branch Line at gracie across Foote Avenue o,ff-ramp in the City of 
Los Angeles, Los Angeles County, at the location and substantially 
as shown by plans attached to the application, to,be inden~:tfied 
as Crossing 3A-21.,47-C. 

2. Cons=ruction of the crossing should be equal or superior 
to Standard No. 1 of General Order 72-B. 

3. Clearances should conform to- Getleral Order 26-D. Walkways 
should conform to General Order 118. 

4. Protection at the crossing should be ewoStandaro No.9-A 
autocatic gate-type signals with cantilevers (General Order 75-C). 

5. Construction cost of the crossing and installation cost 
of the automatic protection should be borne by the applicant~ 

6. Y~intenance of the crossing should be in accordance with 
General Order 72-B. Y~intenance eost of the automatic protection 
should be borne by the applicant. 

7. Grant Street should be physically closed and barricaded 
to preclude its use as a crossing of the connecting track. 

8. It can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility 
that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the 
environ:nent. 

9. Applicant has not complied wi tb Rule 40 of the Commission t s 
Rules of Practice and Procedure insofar as showing 'the public need 
and providing design details for crossings at grade by the connecting 
track of Grant Street and alley east of Foote Avenue,' an alley east' 
of Foote Avenue north of Southern Pacific Drive and Southern Pacific 
Drive. 

10. Applicant should be allowed a reasonable perioc of tlme to 
comply with the requirements of Rule 40, as set forth in Finding 9> 
above. 
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CONCLUSIONS _ ...... _---.._----
On the basis of the foregoiDg findings, we conclude tba t 

the application sboule be granted as set forth in the following 
order: 

I:NTERIM ORDER *-"------ -- ... ..-.-
IT IS ORDERED that 

1. The Los Angeles and Salt Lake Railroad Company and its 
Lessee, Union Pacific Railroad Company, are authorized to construct 
a connecting track at grade across Foote Avenue off-ramp· in the 
City of Los Angeles, Los Angeles County, as, set forth in the 
findings of this decision. 

2. Within thi-rty days after completion of the Foote Avenue 
off-ramp crossing, pursuant to this order, applicantsball so 
advise the Commission in~ting. 

3. '!he issues concerning crossings at grade by the connect
ing track of Grant Street and alley east of Foote Avenue, an 
alley eas'c of Foote Avenue north of Southern Pacific Drive and 
Southern Pacific Drive shall be decided by further order of the 
Ccimc.ission. .. 

4. Applicant shall have one year from the effective date 
of this order to file with the Comcission data concerning the 
public need and design details of the crossings listed in Ordering 
Paragrapb 3, above, in compliance 'With Rule 40 of the Commission's 
Rules of Practice and ?rocedure. 

5. Sbould applicant not fu-rnisb additional data and design 
details to the Commission within one year from the· effective date 
of this order, in compliance 'Wi tb Ordering Paragrapb4, above" 
this order shall be the final order of the Commission. 

Authorization to construct the Foote Avenue off-ramp 
crOSSing sball expire if not exercised within one year unless time 
be extended or if the above conditions are not complied with. 
This authorization may be revoked or modified if public conven1ence~ 
necessi ty or safety so require. 
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The effective date of this order shall be thirty days 
after the eate he:eof. 

a't __ ·§all~;:..:,;l".!.:'r:\.:=n~ep:.::.m~ ____ , Californi<l, this OM 
of __ --:M;;.;.;.A.;.;Y~ ___ , 1973. 
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