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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE' S~ OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the 
Application of 

SIERRA. PACIFIC AIRLINES, 
a california cOrporation, 

and 
; 

MOUN'l'AINWESr AVIATION, INC.; 
an Arizona co~ration 

for Order Authorizing Purchase 
by MOONl'AINWESXA'V'1.MION, INC., 
of all the' assets of SIERRA 
PACIFIC .AIRLINES, including but 
not l1:mited to, its Certificate 
of Pu);)lic COnvenience and 
Necess±ty. 
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Application No. 57979 
(Filed April 7,,1978) 

.. ' Mountainwest Aviation, Inc .. , which is primarily a commer-
cial operator of passenger aircraft.: for the Forest Service and other 
governmental agencies, and whose President an~ General Manager, 

•• 

Mr. Garfield ~ Thorsrud, also owns approx±mately a~ percent of the 
stock of Motor cargo, a surface carrier engaged in interstate commerce, 
requests authority pursuant to Sections SS4 and 275& of the, Public 
~tilities Code, to purchase all of the assets of Sierr~Pacific Airlines, 
inclllding but not limited to its Certificate of Public Convenienee 
and Necessity as a passenger air carrier, and its. Class ""B" Certifieate 
No. TCP 467 to operate as a Charter-party Carrier. 

Sierra Paeific Airlines (SPA) is a california corporation 
operat~g as a passenger air carrier between Los Angeles, Fresno, 
Bishop and .Mammoth Airports. SPA also holds a Charter-part:x' .. carrier 
Pe:cni t to transport air passengers by bus to- and from the Los Angeles 
Airport and tOo transport airline passengers in the Mammoth Lakes-B.i.shop 
Aixport areas • 
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The applicant proposes to establish two separate corporations 

wi th separate and distinct' management; one to operate and control the 
scheduled passenger air carrier operations in california, and one 

to operate and control the charter service and· cargo operations in 

Arizona, Idaho, Colorado, Nevada, Utah and California.. 'This is being 
done to insure compliance with provision of Sections 27508 arid 2759 of 
the Public Utili ties Code. The proposed acquisition of contrcl will 
not jeopardize the operations of MlY other passenger air carrier in 

the California ~ket. Furthermore, the applicant alleges that the 

proposed transaction will not re~\ul t in creating a monopoly nor r~, 
strain competition. 

FI,NDINGS --------
After consideration, the Commission finds that granting 

of the authority sought would not create a monopOly nor restrain 

competition. Notice of the application was filed in the Commissionrs 

Daily Calendar and no person has claimed an interest in the proceeding, 
either substantial or otherw'ise, nor has a:ny request for a hearing 

been received. 
1'he Commission also find.s that Sierra Pacific Airlines is 

the only passenge= air carrier certified by the Commission to con­

duct scheduled service between Los .Angeles and Bishop-Manlmoth Lakes 
and between Fresno anc:l Bishop-Malmnoth Lakes. 

ORDER -'- - --
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. Mountainwest Aviation, Inc.,,' is authorized to acquj.re control 

of all the assets of Sierra Pacific Airlines, and any relationships 
of, common officers, shareholders,. and/or directors that exist between 
Sierra Pacific Airlines and Motor cargo is a1so.authorized .. 

2. Within ten days after its acquisition and control by 
Mountainwest Aviation Inc., Sierra Pacific Airlines shall file with 
this Commission a copy of any resolution,. instrument,. or document . . , 

used to effect said acquiSition and control • 
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The effective date of this order i$ the date hereof. 
Dated at §an Ft:tDO,cO ' California, this'~ day 

of ! MAY , 197a. 
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