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Deeision No. 88865 MAY ~11978 

:BEFORE '!HE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION' OF THE STATE OF CALI:FOR1"IA. 

App1iea'tion of JEFFREY GORDON TA'PPA..,,{ ) 
for an exemption from the provisions ) 
of Decision Ko. S1621, and for an ) 
order that water service I:l8.y be ) 
connected to property in Forestville. ) 

) 

Application No. 57804 
(Filed January 16, 1978) 

.Jeffrey Ta'P'Pan, for hi::l.self, applicant. 
Jor~ B. Downey, for Russian River 

Terrace Water C~ny, interested 
pa:ty. , 

Eugene M.· Lill, for the- Commission staff. 

OPINION -------
~ . Jeffrey Tappan (~p?licant) requests the Co~ssion to 

authorize James J. Downey (Downey.), dba Russian River Terrace Wa ter e CO::l.?any, to provide water service at 909 ~sther Avenue, Fore;~~ille, 
California. Applicant alleges tbz.t a t:lain connection and service 
line was installed at the site by the fo:mer ow:l.er, but was never 

connected because the forme~ owner did not co=plete the proposed 
dwelling ... 

Downey refused to provide service because the Co=ission in 
Decision No. 81621 dated July 24, 1973 in Case No. 907& ordered 
Downey to cease making any new connections to hisse%Vice. 'I'his action 

't..,as precipitated by the Co=nl.ssion finding of. inadeq~te water supply 
.?!:.d equip:ner..t ~intenance. 

Pt:b1ie h~ring was held April 7, 1975 at Sebastopol>at . 
which ti:le the matter was sub::ti.tted., 

. At the heating the applicant did not testify stating that 
he could add nothing to that stated in the applica,Fion~ 
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The stOl:=f presented Mr. Frank Lindskoog who testified that 
after the application ~.;as filed an investigation of the applicantf's 
property and supply facilities thereto was conducted. 

'!he investigation showed that service to"applicant would 
oe via ~ 2-inch continuous main, gra~1Cty-fed from one end by a 

lO,OOO-gallon ta:l.k and fro:n the other by a one-horsepower motor 
pum?ing out of a reactivated S~OQO-gallo~ tank. This, stretch of 
main~ between these sources, now serves 12 customers. Tests showed 
static pressure was ~ore than 70 psi, flowing pressure with one 
faucet open was 70 psi. It was ascertained that a service connection 
off the 2-inch main at the subject lot was in place. 

Applicant's lot is ~bout one-fifth acreanc' has a foundation 
situated~ which portends a small house (perhaps 600 square feet). The 
property slopes fairly heavily which would militate agains.t a garden 
of any size. the surro\.."tlding terrain re:na.ins in a natural state and 
there is no reason to believe that applicant would introduce shrubbery 
requiring much irrigatio::l •. 

Mr. Lindskoog stated that since Decision No. 81621 was \ issued 
in 1973, there have been three interim decisions dealing with Dowey. 
Though not intended to provide a solution for all shortcomings. 
uncovered, the Co:m:nission found that all directives with regard to, 
improving the syste: had been carried out .. 

Mr. Lindskoog stated that five custome:s of Downey 
were contacted and that all expressed overall satisfaction ':with sexvice 
although difficulties do arise periodically. 

Finally, Mr. Lindskoog stated that it was the staff's opinion 
that Downey should be permitted to activate the existing service 
connection and that in his opinion there would be no degradation 
of service to :present cust~ers. This opinion was b~sed outhe fact 
that the connection sought had been planned for and approved at the time 
of the· subdivision and the system has been upgraded since that time • 

. The ,staff recommended that the application be granted. 
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Mr. John B. Downey, Downey's manager, testified that an 
S,OOO-gallon tank equipped with a one-horsepower p~ had. been 
reactivated and that there have been no ser'llice co:l?laints for the 
p~st 12 months. 

On cross-examination Mr. Downey stated that Downey has a 
five-year master plan to improve the system; tha-= many pro-5ects in 
the master plan have been completed; that an applic~tion to secure 
additional financing under the 1976 safe Dr"~ng ~';ate-r Bond Act 
has been.filed; and that Downey's serviee and maintenance tlan is 
only eight minutes away from the service area. should any need. arise. 

'I'here 'C\'ere no protests. 
Findings 

1. Applicant anticipates ownership of a lot in the· service 
area Of .. Downey that presently bas a main' connection for a service 
line. 

2. In Decision No. S1621dated July 24, 1973 in Case No. 9076, 
the Comnission ordered Dcx.."tley to cease making any new service connectio'!lS 
because of an inadequate water supply and equipment maintenance. 

S. Applicant would be serviced by a 2-inch main, gravity-fed from 
one end by a lO,.OOO;-gallon tank and from the other end by a one-horsepower 
motor pampins out of a :eactivatedS,OOO~gallon tan~ 

4. In Decision No. 86477 dated OctoberS,. 1976:, the Com::r.ission 
found that the directives in Decision No. 8l62l to improve service 
have b~en. carried out. 

5. Activation of ~pplicant's service connection could be 
aeco::tplished without degradation of se...-vice to existing customers. 
Conclusion 

As an exception to the provisions of Ordering. Paragraph 4 . 
of Decision No. 81621 dated July 24, 1973fn Case No_ 9076:~ Downey 
should be authorized to provide water service' to applicant at the 
lot located at 909 Esther Avenue, Forestville, california. 
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ORDER 
-~ .... --

IT IS ORDERED that as an exception to Ordering 'Paragraph 4 
of Decision No .. 81621 dated July 24~ 1973 in Case No. 9076, James J. 
Downey, doing business as Russian River Terrace Water Comp.:lny., is 
authorized to accept an application for water service from Jeffrey 
Tappan and to provide ... :a ter service to him at the location of 
909 Esther Avenue,Forestville, California. 

!he effective date of this order shall be thirty days 
af.ter the date hereof. 

Dated a t _~§.:::ItTl~F'mn:..;.;.::.:.;~=::.:.-__ ~, California~ this 
day of MAY , 1978. 

COiiIDissioners.' . 
. , 
), 

i " . 

","III, -

Co:m1SSio:oe:rRObe:rt.Bat~~V1ch~< ~1Dg' . 
neceSsarily. absent. d1d\: not part.1e1pe.te 
1nt.llo . 41$poS1 t10l!' 01'" 'th1s: proC$ed1llg.. .' 

, . I'· 
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