
SSSSZ JUN 2 7 1978 
Decisio~ No. ________________ ___ 

BEFORE THE PU'ELIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STA.TE OF CALIFORNIA 

A~~lication of ~illiam R. Mettler 1 
and other owners to deviate from 
mandatory requirements tor 
u:c.derground. utilities extension . 
for Lots 1 thru 89, Tract 27931, ) 
and Lots 1 thru 6, Tract 27581, ) 
28004 to 28996 west Avenue C-& 1 
(State Hwy l~), Lancaster, 
California. 

O!!!IQ! 

Application No. 57913 
(Filed M~ch 3, 1978:) 

App1ica:lt, William R. Mettler, and other owners seek 
authori~ to deviate from undergrounding requirements of Southern 
California Edison Company's (SCE) Rule 15, and General Telephone 
Company ot California's (GTE) Rule ~, for Lots 1 thru 89, 
Tract 279;1, and Lots 1 thru 6, Tracts 27581, 28004 to 28996 
west Avenue C-6 (State Hwy 138), Lancaster, California. 

Maps of the subdivisions were recorded March 19, 1969, 
tor Tract 27931, and September 22, 1972, tor Tract 27581, with 
Los Angeles County, California. All of the lots in the subdivisions 
are less than three acres in size. There are overhead lines and 

•. 1". 

poles eXisting within the subdivisions and along the easements on 
, , 

the southern a:c.d the eastern edges of the subdivisions. 
Attached to the application are letters from the Depa.-tmen.t 

of Regional Planning or Los Angeles Co~ty, GTE ~d SCE who have :ot 
stated positions relative to overhead versus underg=ound extensions 
to the subdiVisions. GTE estimated overhead costs or 559,642 versus 
undergrounding costs ot $57,605 tor providing telephone service to 
the subdivisions With 40% of both the costs refund.able. According 
to SCE, providing overhead electric service would cost $41,0:;5 versus 
$17;,000 for underground, with all the overhead amount retu:c.d.able 
compared to about one-fourth of the underground advs:o.cC" refundable •. 
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Assux:.ing developI:lent of all lots applied tor,. the per lot cost to": 
both telephone and electric service would be about $1,060 for 
overhead service with about two-thirds .refunda'ble compared to· a per 
lot cost o:f about $2 .. 450 :for underground service with less than 
one-third refundable. 

The application should be denied because it does not 
state su!;('icient justi.fication :for granting a deviation from 
the undergrounding. require:le:c.ts. of :Rule 15 of SeE and Rule :?4 
of GTE. 

Findings 

1. Properties o~~ed by applicants are located about 
35 miles west o:f the unincorporated community or Lancaster, a 
development know: as Mettler Valley in Los Angeles County. 

2. The Department of Regional Planning ot Los Angeles 
CO'l.l.nty, GTE and SeE have not stated positions relative to- overhead 
versus underground extensions to the subdi visio:lS. 

3.. SCE estilnated overhead costs or $41,.035 versus und.er­
grounding costs or $175,000 tor providing electric service to 
the subdivisions. 

4. GTE. estimated overhead cost.s or $59,642 versus Ullder­
grounding costs o.f $57,605 tor providing telephone service to· the 
subdivisions. 

Conclusions 

1.. A public hearing is not required. 
2·. The application shOUld. be denied as provided in the 

oreer which follows. 

-2-



A. 57913 FG'" 

o R D E R -----
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. Southern California Edison Co~pany is not ~uthorized to 
deviate from the mandatory undergrounding requirements of its 
electric line extension rule of its tariff in Lots 1 tbru 89, 
Tract 27931, and Lots 1 thru G, Tracts 27581, 28004 to 28996 
\Jest Avenue C-G (State Hwy 138), 10$ Angeles· County. 

2. General Telephone Company of California is :::lot authorizec. 
to devi~te from the mandatory undergrounding requirements of its 
telephone line extension rule of its tariff in Lots 1 tllru 89, 
Tract 27931. and Lots 1 thru 6, Tracts 27581, 28004 to 28996, 
\Jest Avenue C-6 (State Hwy l;a), Los Angeles County. 

The effective da.te of this order shall 'be thirty days 
after the date hereo~. 

Dated at San Fra.n~o , Ca.lifornia, this 
~!!L~IC ~ 1978 day of ___ '-II;;..· .... ;;,;;_u&,.;_·_"Ii _____ ,. 

Com:n1=~1onor Robort ~t1nov1ch. boing 
noces::;L\r11.y ~bsent. did not po.rt.1c1p:1te 
1=. tho d.1:Jpo:;1~1o=. o~ 'tJ:l.1~ pl'ocood1~. 


