
JUN 27 i978 
Decision No .. ___ 8_9_0_2_" .... 7 __ 

:BEFORE T:s:E Po:BLIC UTILIT IES COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFOBNIA. 

Application of the State of California, 
Department of Transportation, for an 
order authorizing the construction of 
a crossing at separation ot grade over 
the tracks of The A.tchison, Topeka and 
Santa Fe Railway Company's Arizona 
State Line to Ferry Point mainline 
track at approximate railroad mile post 
65~~-50 and EJghway Station 814+30.55~ 
and authorizing the closure ot existillg 
crossings, PUC n'Ulllbers 2-999.15 and 
2-999.20, in the City and County ot 
Fresno. 

Application No. 57947 
(Filed March 24, 1978) 

As part of the Fresno Metropolitan Freeway J?roject on 
Routes 41 and 180, the State of California, Department of Transporta
tion, requests authority to construct a grade separation structure, 
to be known as the ''Iliana Street Overhead" over the tracks of 
The A.tehsion, Topeka and Santa "Fe Railway Companyt s main line in the 
Oi ty of Fresno, Fresno County • Authority is also· requested to close 
and physically remove the Thomas Avenue (Crossing 2-999.15) and alley 
'between Thomas and Harvey Avenues (Crossing. 2-999.20-D) crossings 
which underlie the proposed "Diana Street Overhead". 

The Ca1ifor.oia Highway Commission 1Iis. the lead agency 
:for the Fresno Metropolitan Freeway hojeet on Routes 41 and 180, 
pursuant to the Calitornia Environmental Q.uality Act of 1970·, as amended. 
Arter review of an Enviro:cJllental Impact Report, the California Righway 
Commission approved the project and oD: November 4, 1977 filed a Notice 
ot Determination with the Secretary for Resources which foU"C.dtha-: 
"The p::r:oj ect will have a signi.f'icant ef!'ect on the enviroIll!lent:.. n . 
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11 AB402 which 'bect-me law on Janua:ry 1, 1978 established the California 
Transportation Commission as successor ~o the CalifOrnia Eighway 
C¢mmission effective Fe'bruary 1, 1978. . , 
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Major adverse effects of the ~ro~osal are the dis~lacement 
of people and businesses, loss of housing, increased noise at specific 
locations, aesthetic effects and the disru~tion to neighborhood stabil
ity 'brought on 'by the excessive amount o£ lead time prior to actual 
construction. Temporary disruptions will also occur during construction 
and initial operation of each stage. 

Mitigation measures include the Relocation Assist~ce and 
Relocation Pa:yEent Programs, sound 'barriers, architectural design, 
landsca~ing and construction controls. 

Notice or- the applica.tion was pu'blished in the Commission's 
Daily Calendar on March ·27, 1977. No' ~rotests ha.ve 'been received. 
A pu'blic hearing is not necessary. 

After consideration, the Commission finds: 
1. A~p1ica.nt should be authorized to construct the "Diana Street 

Overhea.d" over the tracks or The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway 
Company's main line in the City of Fresno, Fresno· CO'UJlty, at the 
location and substantially as sho'Wn 'by the plans attached to the 
application, to 'be identified as Crossing 2-999.2-A. 

2.. Ap~licar.t is also authorized to close and physically remove 
the Thomas Avenue (Crossing 2-999.15) and a.l1ey 'between Thomas and 

Harvey Avenues (Crossing 2-999 .. 20-D) crossings which \Ulder1ie the 
:oroposed ItDiana Street OverheadH

• 

~. Clearances should be in accordance with General Order 26-D 
except that during the period of construction, a clearance of not less 
than 21' 6" a'bove top of rail should be authorized and: The Atchiso:c., 
Topeka and Sa:o.ta Fe Railway Company should 'be authorized to- o~erate 

with !:>'Uch reduced overhead clearance provided. -:J:a-: i::lstructiOQ.s a=e 
issued 'by the railroad and filed with the Commission r-orbiddi:.g 
employees to ride on tops. of cars beneath the structure. 

4.. Applicant should notify the Commission and The Atchison, 
Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company at least 15, 'but not m.ore. than 
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~ 30 days in advance of the date when the temporary impaired clearance 
will be created. 

5. Walkways should conform to General Order 118,. Walkways 
adjacent to aLy trackage su'bject to rail operations should 'be maintained 
free of obstructions and should promptly be restored to their original 
condition in the event of' damage during construction. 

6. Constructioo. and maintenance costs of the ItDiana Street 
Overhea.d" should 'b¢ 'borne in accordance with an agreement to 'be entered 
into 'between the parties relative thereto,. and copies of the agreement, 
together with plans of the crossing approved 'by The Atchison, T'opeka 
and Santa Fe Railway Company, should 'be filed with the Commission prior 
to cOIllmencing constructi on. Should the parties fail to, agree, the 
Commission will apportion the costs of construction and maintenance 
'by turther order. 

7. The California Highway Commission is the lead agency tor the 
Fresno Metropolitan Freeway Project on Routes 41 and 180 pursuant to 
the California E.:c.viroDlllental ~:ua1ity Act o:t 1970, as am.ended, and on e April 8, 1977 approved its Final Eo.viro:c.:mental Re:port w.ilich has 'been 
tiled with the Commission. The Pu'blic Utilities Commission has 
considered the Calitor.c.ia Highway Commission's Final Enviroo.mental 
Im.:pact Report and Notice of Determination and finds, that the 'benefits, 
of the proposed project outweigh any adverse effects and that the 
proposed project should be approved. 

CONCLtTS,IONS -----------
On the 'basis of the foregoing findings, we conclude 

that the application should 'be granted as set !orth in the following 
order. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. The State o! Cali!o:t'nia., Department o! Transportation, is 

authorized_ to construct the "1)ia:c.a Street Overhead rt over the, tracks 
o! ~he Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railwa.yCompany'smain line 
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in the City of Fresno in Fresno C01.Ul.ty, as set i'orth in the findings 
of this decision. 

2. Within thirty days a.fter completion., p'1lrs'Uant to this order, 
applicant sb.a:ll so advise the Commission in writing. 

This authorization shall e~ire if not exercised within 
three years uuless time be extended or if the above conditions are not 
comp,l.-:i::e:d;;.;.W:Lth. Authorization may be revoked or modified j.:f' public 
convenience, necessity or satety so require. 

The effective date of this order shall be thirty days after 
the date hereOf". 

Dated a.t ___ S:tXI. __ F'r_:l.n_Cls_C_O __ , CalifOrnia, this J.-'~ 
day of ____ ,1 ... 1J.;.;.N"" .... r_' _____ , 1978. 

Comm1::c1onor Ro'bor't. Be:t1nov1eh. bo1:lg . 
:coeo.:;:o.rlly o.'bSOllt. ~1d. llotpart1eipa:te 
ill tho di:::pos1 Uon or. this p,roceod1:ce; .. 


