
Decision No.. 89065 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF T.ffE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application o.~ Women 1n Action Da~ 
and Fam1ly Care Centers '£o.r a variance 
to. General Order No.. 103 With regard, 
to. m1nimum water t1.re now tor a. Mo<1Ules. 
Day-Ca.re Center. 

OPINION -------

Applie:ation No-. 58005-
(F1.1ed. Apr11 17~ 1978) 

Appl1eant Women in Aet10n Da~ and F~l~ Care Centers 
by Amparo. Allen~ Directo.r, Women in Action, requested a variance 
trom General Order No. 103 ~egardins tire tlow requirements at 
1259 Del Monte Avenue, Salinas. Qeneral Order No.. 103, VIII ... Fire 
Protection Standards 1(a)6, multiple residential, one and two. 
stories, light commercial or light industrial, requires a minimum 
!low o.t 2,000 gallons per minute tor two hours. The applicant 
has been into.rmed by the water utility, Alisal Water Corporation~ 
that it will cost approximatelY $17,000 to. improve the water 
mains to. meet the required tire flow.. The applicant states that 
l.t would be a serious tinancial hardship on a nonprofit organi­
zation serving low income peo.ple to' make this 'expenditure to. 
impro.ve the water ~s. The applicant submitted a letter trom 
Paul A. }(ehr1nger~ Fire Chie~ ot' the Salinas Fire Department, 
stating that l~ 756 ga.J.lo.ns per m.1nute o.t water was available at 
tb.1.& locat1on. The Fire Department recommends that the 2,000 
g&llons per m1nute :t"ire now reqUirement, 'b~ waived as the proposed 
bu1.l<1:1ngs will have automatic fire 'sprinkler systems insta:Lled. 
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Findings and Conclusions 

1. The expenditure or $17 1 000 to improve the water main by 
the applicant would c·a.use them serious financial hardship .• 

2. ProVision of an automatic rire. spr1nkler system justifies 
a decreased minimum fire flow. 

S. The deviation rrom fire rlow requir~ments of General 
Order No. 103 will not 'be adverse to' the public interest and is 
justified. 

4. A public: hearing in this. ma.tter is not necessa.ry. 
5. The application shoUld be granted. 

ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. A deviation is granted rrom· Section VIII l(a) of 

General Order No. 103 authorizing the appl1eant. to receive service 
on the 'basis or an. existing r1re flow of approX1mately 1,,750 
gallons per minute in lieu of 2'1000 gallons, an<1 su'bje~t to, the 
installation of an automatic: tire sprinkler system 1n.the proposed 
'building. 
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2. Alisal Water Corporation~ owner or Alco Water SerV1ce~ is 
directed to provide a suitable wa.ter service connection upon proper 
application. 

The effective date of this order is thirty days after 
the date hereo:". 

Dated at ___ 3&1l __ ~ ___ '.~.~~_, California, this 
___ /.J.I/_-rL~~ __ d.ay of 'JUl Y, , 1978. 

~~ .. 
~ ... , 

CO:l:.'ll1::s;t'-'Mr ?::!.lliN:'l Symon::: p 1r~ .. boing 
1l000~::;~1"1lY' o.'o,"ont. ~1dnot ~Jil"t1¢1pato 
in tho d1:~o::1t1on' or this ))l"oeoed1ns. 
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Commi::1oncrVornon L.'Stureoon. 'being . 
neco::~r1'ly a.b::lont.., did not ~3.rt.1e1~to­
in thOd1S;P¢s1t1on. or til1s proeoOdins. 


