
Decision No. __ 89_0_7..,;.6_ JUt. ~ t tm 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of D. Michael and ) 
Martha J. Dunne (Gold/,COuntry l 
Treks) to operate a bus tour 
service in Amador and calaveras ' 
counties; and to es.tablish fares. : 

QR.!L~! 

Application No,. 57761 . 
(Filed December 22,1977) 

Daniel Michael Dunne and Martha Janet Dunne, dba Gold Country 
Treks (Treks), have applied for authority to operate as a passenger 
stage corporation for the transportation of passengers in Amador and 
Calaveras Counties. Proposed are three tours of the "Mother Lode" 
region: A tour from Jackson, a tour from Sutter Creek and a. night
cl~ tour, including stops in Sutter Creek, Plymouth, Jackson arid 

Mokelumne Hill. PrOposed fares are $12.00, $9.00 and $1>.00, respec
tively. The transportation will be provided with a 12-passenger van
style bus. 

Applicants allege that there is no bus service based in the 
Mother Lode "providing visitors and residents with small personally 
2;\.1ided tours of the region's historic, cultural and natural attractions'\ 
and that a need exists for the proposed service. 

A copy of the application was served on the Amador County 
Local Transportation Commission, the Amador· County Office of the 
California Highway Pat;t'ol, the Amador County Office of. the . State Depart
ment of Transportation, the Calaveras County Local Transport~tion ~ 
mission, the San Andreas Offiee of the California Highway Patrol, the 
San Andreas Office of tbe State Department of Transportation, and the 
Cities of Jackson, Sutter Creek, lone, Plymouth and Amador City. Pursuant 
toa staff request, copies of the application were also served on Greyhound 
Lines, Inc." Amador Stage Line, Inc.» Mr. George Freed", dba Calaveras 
Transit Comp,any, Tbe Gray Line, Inc., and Mr. R:. Scott Hartz. A prous.e 
was received on behalf of A. :8.. Allen, dba Allen Transportation Company, 
and Amador Stage Line, Inc. 'Ibis protese seated. that "an amendment to< 
the application to the effect that applicants will onlytrAnSp<,rt 
individuals participat1rlg in a round-trip' tourpaekage: from,'pOints of 
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A. 57761 n.R. 

origin to destination~ with no pickup of passengers along the designated 
route, would satisfy the interests of Allen Transportation and Amador 
Seage Lines". By letter dated Mareh 14, 1973, applicant noted that its 
"tours as proposed ••• are clearly round-trip packages ••• No passenger 
is picked up at one plaee and left off at another". The applieants 
being willing to accept a certificate restricted to round-trip tours 
only, the order that follows will so restriet applieants' operating 
4uthorit:y. With the adoption o~.z this restrietion, and in light of the 
fact that no other protests hav~ been reeeived, a'public hearing is. not 
necessary. i 

Applieants' fina.nciaJJ statement shows assets of $45,250, 
I 

liabilities of $25,.375,; and net woreh of $19,375. This would appear to 
be an adequate financial base frOM which to commence a small passenger 
tour service as proposed herein. 

The Commission finds that: 
1. Applicants are ready, willing and able to provide passenger 

stage service over the three proposed routes. 
2. Applicants possess the personnel and financ·ial resources. to. 

institUte and maintain the proposed service. 
3.. Public convenience and necessity require that the application 

be granted. 
4. It can be seen with certainty that there i& no possibility 

that the project involved in this proceeding may have a significant 
effect on the envirccment. 

The Commission concludes that the application should be granted 
as provided in the following order. 

Applicants are placed on notice that operative rights, as 
such, do not consti~te a class of property which may be capitalized 
or used as .an element of value in rate fixing. for any amount of money 
in excess of ~s.t originally paid to the State as 'the cons1cl.erad.on for 
the granting of such righ:.s. Aside from their purely permissive aspec:,. 
sueh rights extend to the holder a full or partial monopoly of a class 
of business. This monop~ly featu:e may be modified or canceled at. any 
time by the Seate,. which; is not in any respect .1im1ted: as· to the number 
of rights which may be given. ' 
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OR~!R 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
L A Certificate of Public Convenien~e and Necessity (PSC-l04l) . .. . .. 

is granted to Daniel Michael Dunne and Martha Janet Dunne, doing 
bUSiness as Gold Country Treks, authorizing them to operate as a 
Passenger Stage Corporation, as defined in Section 226 of the Public 
Utilities Code, over the routes set forth in Appendix A of this decision. 

2. In providing service pursuant to the authority granted by tbis 
order, applicants shall comply With the following service regulations.. 
Failure 80 to ·do may result in a cancellation of the autbority. 

(a) Within thirty days after the effective date of this 
order, applicants shall file a written acceptance of 
the certificate granted. Applicants are placed on 
notice that if they accept the certificate they will 
be required., among other things, to eoq>ly wi th the 
safety rules administered by the California Highway 
Patrol, the rules and other regulations of the 
Commission's General Order No. 98-Series and the 
insurance requirements of the Commission' 8 General 
Order No. lOl-Series. 

(1)) Within one hundred ewenty days after the effective 
date of this order, appl:Lcants. shall establisb the 
authorized service and file tariffs and timetables, 
1n triplicate, in the Commission's office. 

(c) The tariff and timetable filings shall be made 
effective not earlier than ten days after.the 
effective date of this order on not less than ten days' 
notice to the Commission and to the public, and the 
effective date of the tariff and ti=etable filings 
shall be concurrent with the establishment of the 
authorized service. 

(d) The tariff and timetable filings made pursuant to 
this order shall comply with the regulations govern
ing the construction and filing of tariffs and 
timetables set forth in the Commission's General 
Orders Nos. 79-Series and 98-Series. 

(e) Applicants shall maintain their accounting records 
on a calendax-)I'ear basis in conformance with the 
applicable Uniform System of Accounts or Chart of 
Accounts as prescribed or adopted by this Commission 
and shall file with the Commission on or before 
Marcb 31. of ea.ch yC!ar, an annual report of its 
operations in such £orm~' content'and~number of cop:tes· 
as the CODID1ssion,. from. time to time..· shall prescribe. 
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A. 57761 'ILR 

Since the tourist season in Amador and Calaveras Counties 
is already in progress~ the effective date of this order is the 

date hereof. 
Dated at ___ SaP __ F.r:aD,_~cfI;...;_~' ____ ~ California. this' fleJ-

~1JLY' '" " day of ___ ~~ ___ P 197$. 



AppeDd1XA Dan1el. M1chael ~e ~ Martha. Janet Dw::me 
Dba. 

GOI6D. COOlfJ!RX",~ 

Sbow11lg. passenger stage operative .:z:01ghta~reatr.Lct1ons, l.1m1taUcms 
except:tcma and p:r:t~egeasppl1cabl.ethereto. 

AlJ. changes and emeD4menta aa eu.thor.1zed b:r 
the Pu'bl1e Ut1l:1t1ea CCIIIDI1ss1on· or the State.·or Calttorma 

w1lJ. be made u %'e'Y1aed pages or added or.fgtDe'! pages •. 



'e 
Appe:nd1X A Demel M1<:hael ])mnc and Ke.rtb& JaDe't :Duxme 

])be. 
GOLD COOm!R)!': ~ . 

SEC.'TION 1.. GmE:RAL A"O!mO~O:NS., RES'l'RIC'.l'IOWS" 
~OK>.AM) SPl!X!tP'lCMI016 .. • .. .. . . .. .. . .. . 

RCN.te 'roar Namc -
1 . . . . . . . .. 

3 

4 

2 sutter ~. CoulXt:y ~ ... .. ....... 4 

3 • • • • • • • • • 

Isoued b;r ~orD1e. Pu.'bl:tc 17tU1:t:1es CcaIIId.s81on. 

Dee1e1on :so.S907S·· , Awlicat1on:·:Ro. 5Ti61.. 
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A~ A Dazz1el X1cbael l)ume aD4 Nartba Janet Dw:me 
:Dba 

GOLD COON'.fl(! TlmlCS 

SEC'l'IOl'll. OENmAL A'O'.r.HOmM'lONS" m:s~C!!Icms." LIM:t'!rA!O:OBS 
A'!tf) SPliX!Il''l~o:NSoo 

Dl!III1el M1chael I\mne ~ Martha' Janet Dwme, do1z2g bus.1ness as 

Qald Cou:nt:'y~" ~ the Cc:rtU1ce.te r4 Publl.e Cozm:D:1encoaDd lfecees:tty 

g:raxr:ted in the dec::ts1on noted in the margin" ere autho1'1%.ed as a 

peaao:ager stage corporat1on to transport. pusenge'J:'S on s1ghtsed.ng., 

tow:'s :1n Amador end calaveras CcIw:lt1ea". CVt!/r aDd along the X'OU'tes' 

h~ deacr1bed." subjec:t.1' however, to. the mrthor1t~ or th:f.-. 

CcmII1.es1on to· ~ or modtt.r a81d rcu.tea at tJ1J:¥ t1me end subjoc:t. to 

the following prov1s1ons: 

(a) All aerv1ce here.:tn authoX"1%ed shelJ. be l1m1ted to the 
tnnsporte:t1on or X'OI.md.tr.tp- tom" :paoBengen o~oo 

(b) Appl1c:ent Ghall. :cot p1c:k up oX' dtacha:rge pe.tJGeXlgera except. 
at the po:1lXta apec::U1ed he:re1n.. ~8 restr.1et10n0 sholl 
not. prevent stopoverG toX' the purpose or pexm1tt12lg 
o:.gb.tsee1l:lg p8SSeXlger8 to v1a1t ve:r1OUB »01nts or :f.lXterest 
al.cmg the roa.teoo 

(c) Mater veb1c:les me;r be turned at. t.e:l'III1ll1 e:Dd, 1nte:L"medtate 
pcxl:ata" 1n e:tther 4:tre<:t:1OD~ a:t 1:Ixte:I:'sec:UCDtJ or 8't3:'ee'tB' 
or ~ operat1Dg.aramd. abloclt ~v1th such 1nter
aec:t1ona, 1n acccr4ance 'v1th·local va:eacregul.at1cmsoo 

I8IN.ed. 'by Cal.Uor:tI1e. ?u.bl:tc Ut:U1ttes CCIID:tas1o:n. 

:Dec:181on }qC)oo8907S· , AlJpl1caUon}qC). mOl. 



A~A. DImlel. M1cbael Du.nne aDd Martlla. Janet IWme 
Dba 

GOLD ~. fREl(S 

ROI.1'te J.. Jacltson-Oold Cow:rtry Tour 

" 

ccmnsdxl€: at thc :t:ate:rscet1OA at state 1I1ghwq 88· and :Broadwa;r 

121 Je.c:laJCm, Cel:f.:eor.a1a~ (p1ckup~), thence SO\rt.h on Broodvq, Old 

•• lI1g):xwa.y, IJZld State 1I1ghwq 49 to center Street :1n Mokeluzme B1ll.; thence 

'V1& Ma1n Strec1;, Clml"c:h, Old SchoOl w~, Late;ye'tte' a:od Ma:tn street to-

state mgb.ve;y 49; thence ~ on State 1I1ghwq 49 to CUXrtcm Road; theDce 

vU. Cl.:1:z:xtou Roed em. State 1I1ghwq 88 to- the Canmnmty or Pine Grovc; 

thence v1& the P1nc G:rove-Volcano Rood to Volcano, (thence 'V1& Conaolat1o~ 

end Ram. t a 110m Grade to De:'!oa1l. 1J1ll aD4 return to Vol.ceno)*; thence south 

ll1stor.1c Pa:rk. !Olence v.ta Pine Grove-Volcano Roe4, Sto.te 1I1ghwq 88, 

CJ.1'tMx Roe4, R1dge Road, 1le-.r York :Raneh. R0e4, Cb:1n& Graveyard. Roe4 eM 

Jock8on O«te :Road to the ~ M:1nc ~e1) 1ng ~s... ~ce v.1a 

J'ac:kaOll Gate :Roe4, One:1da St:reet- ezI4 Clxurcb. S't:'eet to the A':I:uJiJJ)'t' Coanty 

Museum.. ~ce v.1a Clmrc:h Street, COUrt street, Me1n street.,.. Water Street 

and kOedV«Y' to 1"1oa 1:atenect102l v.lth state ~ as :1n Jac:klson .. 

RCIUte 2.. sutter Creek .. Gold CC!U%Itr;r Tour 

ecmnenc1ng at the 1nteraect1on· ar state B1g.llwq 49 and Copbe:l.-

Flat Road :f..11 Sutter creek, C&W'orma, ~1cl1up· po1nt), thence v1a State 

1I1ghwq 49, Worth Amel1~ Span1.sh Street, Amel:1&,. Old ~ C1ty~,. 

*Opt1cmal 1"QIXt1:cg .. 

Issued 'by' Cel:11'and.aPubl:tc 'O'tU:1t1es CCmm1as1on. 

Dcc:ts1cm :No. 89076 , AppJ.:1C8:t10:0. :No. m61. .. 



Appendix A De:a1e:L M1cheel ~e aDd Martb.& Janet, J)mne 
. Dba. 

GQLD CW1tJ!ROr ~ 

Rou.te 2. SUtter creek - Gold Ctnmt:y TOar (cozxt12med) 

Str1ng:Been Alley aJJd Ste:te ~ 49 to-1ta ~cct1on 'W1tb.'Water Street. 

1=. A:I4INlC11: ctty. 111enc:e v.ta Wster street,. S<:hool Street,. CI:rureh~ 0 'leU 

Alley~ ~ M1ne Roe4" Old ~Ame4or Roed,. ·aDd thence Old Dr,ytown

~ Reed ~ar one mile~. ., 

1'henc.e 'back v.te. Old DrytoIm-Plymou,th:Reed alld State ~ 49 to· 

:Empire Street- in Plymouth. 1'1lence Via .:tre, Locust". She3:'wood., 8IId 

Scl100l Roed past tbe AmIJM1r CoImty :F~ to Ma1n Street. 1'hence 'V1a Ma:1n 

street, Oleta Road o:od ~heMN!oah Road to· the D'Ago8't11l1 W1nery .. 

~ce 8O\.l'th on F:tdcD.e1iOwn-She=e:Ddoeh :Reed to· Tyler Reed 1::1. the codiil1n1ty o~ 

F1d41e'town. ~ce vest em ~F1dcD.etown :Roed to· state B1ghwa;y 49 at. 

P~; thence soa.th on St«te ~ 49, aDd. State ~ 1 to- State 

B:1g)xve;y 124; thence v1IJ. state E1ghve;y 12~ Old We1ts Stat10n ~" end 

Palm Dr1vc to- the Preston School o~ ~. ~e v1aSte.te':&1gl1ve;y' 104 

to Ma1n street in ccmmm1ty r4 lone. 1'hcmce Via State :&1ghwe;y' 104, Ste.te 

~ 88~ State ~ 104, RLdge Road, Old sutter E1ll Roeda:cc1. State 

~ 49 to D.1reka street in sutter Creek. , ~ce v.ta bek& street" 

:Broe4 st:r:eet" lbmdolph Street" COle aDd Gopher nat Road to· 1ts1lrter-

scct10n v.tth State ~ 49 1n Sutter Creek., 

. Issued by Cal:ttorn1.a Publj.c ~t1ea CODm1sll1on. 

Dec181on·l(o. 89076, , Appl1cat1on No. 571&. 



Appe%IMx A DeD:1el M1c:hael .. nume aDd.:Mertb& Je:oet l)mne 
- Pba 

QOU)' CQJlffRr ~ 

:RO\rte 3- Mother Lode Salocma Tour 

P19Pa1:ats 

Nat1CDal. :Hotel 2 Water stree1; J~ 

:Bol.:1~ LoClge 850 l'lorth B1gb.vq 49 ' Jacbon 

L1:od& Vista. Motel. 1625l'lorth ~ 49 Jackson 

AmlJ40r Motel Ja.ckson 

Xl. Campo- Case. :Resort MateJ. 1740··Kem1~ ~:R0a4 Jecltson 

"9 l!m'eka Street" 9'~Street Sutter Creek 

su:tter creek Ixm 15 Me:tn street SIltter creek 

~ M1:De Boase ~49 N!JIWJr C1ty 

Old. Well Matel. lI:f.shvq 49' Drytown 

4ger ~er 'V1llage lI1ghwq 49 p~th 

!01e:oce 'V1a State ~ 49 aDCl. Main stree1; tc> the Fan Clul> at 34 Main 5tree't 

1n Satter creek. The:oce v.1a Ma:ln street" State E1ghvq 49, S1:tte:I:' B':1ll Roed" 

R1dge Roedl. State ~ 49 e%Id Jackson Gate Road to· :Buscagl,1e.· s :Restaurant 

at 1218 Jackacm G«te Roed tJZJ4/ ar to the Wheel. Inn at llo&:North Main Street 

1:0. J'aekson. Thenee 'VU. Jackson Gate Road 81J4/ or Borth· Ma1n Street, State 

~ 49 cd Cezxter Street to· 1ts. 11rt;ersec:t1on 'With JIa1n Street. 1n Mokelumne 

IJ:lll.. ~enee 'V1a Me1n Street, State ~. 49:, and state ~ as. to

~ :In the C1t,y o~ Jack&o.I::I.. ~enee v.1aBl:'Oadwa;y and We.ter,street to the 

Nat:1cmal. lIotel at 2 'W'e.ter St.:r:\..-et; thence v:ta. 'W'a:te:' Stteet aDd Xa:tn. ~ -to. 

State lI:tghva.y .49 to return :POSBeDgel"S to- the1%' ~5 o:r or.tg1n .. 

Issued b:r Cal:1to:n:r1& Publ1c lJ'W1t1cs Caai.ss1on. 
~ 

Ded.I1on l'o.S9076 , Appl:tc:at1on No. m6:L.· 


