
Decision No. 89182 AUG ~ -1978 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Y~tter or the Application of 
CALIFOR.~IA-PACIFIC 'O'I'ILITIES COV..FANY 1 

PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY, 
SAN DIEGO GAS & ELECTRIC COMPANY, 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY> and 
SOUTHWEST GAS CORPORATION, 
puolic utility gas corporations, for an 
Order moditying General Order No. 112-C 
adopted April 2, 1911, in Decision 
No. 78513 in order to conform with the 
c~~ges to the Minimum Federal Safety 
St~~dards issued by the Department of 
Tr~~sportation, Office of Pipeline 
SafetYI as more particularly set forth 
L~ the Application herein. 

OPINION 
-----~ .... -

Applicants' Reouest 

Application No. 57782 
(Filed December 30> 1977) 

This application was filed pursuant to the authority 
granted in Section 142.1 of the COmmission's General Order 

1/ No. 112-C.-

1./ Section 142.1 or General Order No. 112-C provides: 
"142.1. For the purpose of keeping the provisions, rules, 

standards, and specifications o~ this General Order up to date, 
the gas utilities subject to these rules l either 1n4iv1dually 
or collectively, shall file an application setting forth such 
recommended changes in rules, standards, or specifications as 
they deem necessary to keep this General Order up to date in 
keeping with the purpose, scope and intent thereof. However, 
nothing herein shall preclude other interested parties from 
1nit1at1ng appr.opr1ate formal proceedings t~ have the Commission 
consider any changes they deem af,propriate, or the Commission 
from acting upon its own motion. ' 
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Applicants are requesting an order from the Commission 
incorporating the addition of paragraph (f) to Seetion 192.455 and 

amending paragraphs (d)(l) and (e)(2)(i) of Section 192.707 to 
conform with the changes to the M1n1mum Federal Safety StandardS 
issued by the Materials Transportation Bureau1 Department of 
Transportation. 

buried or submer ed 

This proposed amendment would permit the use of metal alloy 
fittings (primarily Type 316 staL~less steel) without cat~oQ1c protection 
as previously required by this Section 192.455 and without the require
ments for monitoring the protection, as outlined in Section 192.465. 

The Department of Transportation, Materials Transportation 
Bureau1 has amended Section i92.455 to permit the use of electrically 
isolated, metal alloy fittings in plastiC p1pel1nes without the need 
for cathodic protection or periodic tests l provided the fittings 
meet certain specific fequirements (Federal Register, Volume 42, 
No. 137, pages 35653-4, July 111 1977). The amendment became errectiv~ 
August 12, 1977. 

The amendment adopted by the Materials Transportation Bureau 
is essentially the same amendment to General Order No. l12-C proposed 
by applicants in this application. 

Further, in support or the proposed amendment to General 
Order No. l12-C, applicants cite the Commission's Resolution No. 1967, 
dated October 5, 1976. The Commission by this resolution granted 
Pacific Gas and ElectriC Company (PG&E) a deviation trom 
section 192.455(a) of the General Order No. 112-C for plastiC pipe 
connector sizes up to and. including 2-inch nom1nal diameter and tor 
operating pressures up to and 1nclud:tng 60 pounds ~r square inch 
gauge. The CommiSSion further ordered that three years from the 

~ effective date (December 91 1976) the utility (PG&E) shall excavate 
and examine for corrosion a sample or the connectors then in operation~ 

and shall report to the Commission tbe results of such examination. 
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These orders were based on the Commission staff's analysis and 
evaluation of a study whieh had been prepared 'by the utility (PG&E) 
in demonstrating. the noneorrosive properties of uncoated and 
unprotected Type 316 non-sensitized (annealed) st,s.1nless steel used 
for approximately 500>000 plastic pipelloe connector installations. 
As a result of the analysis and evaluation of the study> the 
Commission staff concluded that coating and cathodic protection of ~ 
steel in the application were not necessary for gas pipeline / 
safety> and that compliance with that portion of the General Order 
would 'be inordinately expensive with no appreciable increase in 
pipeline safety. This deViation was not contested by the Materials 
Transportation Bureau and 'became effective December 9> 1976. 

Applicants have overlooked the Commission's orders 10 
Resolution No. G-1967 and failed to consider them in the proposed 
amendment to General Order No. l12-C as follows: 

(1) The sizes of the plastie connector are up to and 
including 2-inch nominal diameter. 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

The operating pressures are up to and locluding 
60 pounds per square inch gauge. 

The alloy for the plastic connector is T.ype 316 
non-sensitized (annealed) stainless steel. 

Resolution No. G-1967 stipulates that PG&E will 
have to excavate and examine for corrosion repre-
sentative samples' of the connectors> three years 
after the effective date (December 9> 1976) of the 
Resolution No. G-1967> anQ to report to the 
Commission the results of such examination. This 
three-year period has not yet expired. 

In addition> an adoption at this time would anticipate results irom 
the examination a.s specified in Resolution No. G-1967. Even though ./ 
Resolution No. G-1967 concerns only PG&E> prudence dictates that all 

. other utilities await results from PG&E's examination. For these ~ 
reasons> this proposed amenament of incorporating the addition or 
paragraph (t) to Section 192.455 is not adopted at this time. 
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Section 192.707 Line markers tor mains and transmission lines 

The proposed amendment would permit the operators of pipe
lines transport1ng gases other than natural gas to. use the name or 
the gas being transported as an alternative to "gas" on their m.s.rkers. 

'!'he Department of Transporta.tion, Materials Transportat1on 
Bureau, has amended Seetion 192.707 to permit the markers re~u1red 
by this Seetion to include the name or the gas transported 1n a 

pipeline, instead of the word "gas" as appropr1ate (Federa.l Reg1ster, 
Volume 41, No. 252, page 56807, Deeember 30, 1976). 

The change to Sect10n 192.707 would prov1de the pub11e 
with a ready means of identifying the contents of a pipeline and to 
differentiate between pipelines carrying natural gas and those 
ca.rrying other types of gases. Furthermore, the change to 
Seetion 192.707 would have no e~fect on the utilities presently under 
the jurisd1ction of the Commission, but it will br~ General Order 
No. 112-C into conformance with 49 CFR, Part 192. 

Findings 

Upon eons1derat10n of the eVidence, the Commiss10n t1nds 
that: 

1. It is in the interest or the consuming puo11c and the public 
utility eorporations that General Order No. 112-C be reVised' to 

incorporate the amendment of Seetion 192.707 to eonform with the 
changes to the Minimum Federal Safety Standards issued by the Offiee 
or Pipeline safety. The a.bove revision is shown as Applicants' 
Exhibit :8. 

2. The proposed amendment to Seetion 192.455 should be 
rejected. 

3. A public hearing is not necessary. 
Conclusion 

'the Commission having round. as here1na'bove set forth 
concludes that it should issue it. order as follows. 
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o R D E R -----
IT IS ORDERED tha.t: 

1. Gener~l Order No. 112-C is hereby revised to incorporate 
the amendment to Section 192.707 to conform with the changes to 
the Minimum Federal Safety Stand~rds issued by the Materials 
Transportation Bureau and as shown L~ the Appendix of this deCision. 

2. A copy of this decision shall be mailed to each. gas 
corporation under the jurisdiction of this Commission. 

The effective d~te of this order shall be thirty da.ys . 
after the date hereof. 

Dated a.t S:o.::. Fr:.:l.d:ltC , California, this $tf- day 
of 'tlVGI1.~; , 1978. 

commissioneri' 
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APPENDIX 

AMENDMENT TO GENERAL ORDER NO. ll2-C 

Paragraphs (d)(l) and (e)(2)(i) ,of Section 192.707, 
line markers for mains and transmission l1nes, are amended to read 
as follows: 

(ci) ............ 

(1) The words "Warning", "Caution", or "Danger" followed 
by the words «Gas (or name of gas transported) 
Pipeline" all of which, except for markers in 
heaVily developed urban areas, must be 1n letters, 
at least one inch high with one quarter 1nch stroke • 

(e) 

(2) 

(1) 

.... .... * ... ... 

*** 

The words tTWarnini', tTCaution", or tTDanger" followed 
by the words "Do Not Anchor or Dredge" and the 
words "Gas (or name of ga.s transported) Pipeline 
Crossing" and 

* .... * * .... ... 


