
Decision No. 8921.4 AUG 81978 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFOBNIA 

Application of the State of California, 
Department of ~ransportation, for an 
order authorizing the construction of 
a crossing at grade for bicycles over 
the tracks of the Northwestern Pacific 
Railroad Company's San Rafael mainline 
track at the south junction of the 
Schellville (511) branch line wye track 
iIIlmediately south of the Route 101/;7 
Inte~change in South Novato, Marin 
C oU:o:\,7 .. 

OPINION 
-----~~ 

Application No. 57807 
(Filed January 18, 1978) 

~he State of California, Department of Transportation, 
-

re~u~sts authority to construct a bicycle and ~edestrian crossing 
at grade .across the tracks of the Northwestern Pacific Railroad 
Com:pany's San Rafael Branch Line immediately south. of the Route 101/37 
Interchan~e in the City of Novato~ Marin County. 

The State of California, Department of Transportation, is 
the lead agency for this project pursuant to the California Environ
mental Quality Act of 1970, as amended. Applicant alleges that this 
project. is categorically exempt from the re~uirements of C~A:, pur
suant to Title 21 (Public Works), Chapter 2, Section 1510.1 (f) (2) 
of the California Administrative Code. 11 

Notice of the application was published in the Commission's 
Daily Calendar on January 19, 1978. No protests have been received. 
A public hearing is not necessary .. 

11 Title 21, Chapter 2, Section 1510 .. 1 (f) (2) of the California 
Administrative Code provides for the categorical exemption of 
projects for the "(2) Addition of :c.o:c.motorized trails to separate 
such use from motorized traf!ic,tt on existing highways .. 
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FINDINGS -----.---
After consideration, the Commission finds: 

1. Applicant should be authorized to construct a bicycle and 
pedestrian crossing at grade across the tracks of the Northwestern 
Pacific Railroad Co~p~~y's San Rafael Eranch Line in the City of 
Novato, Marin CO'U:lty, at the location and substantially as shown by 
the pl~ attached to the ap~lication, to be identified as 
Cross~g 5-25.5-D. 

2. Construction of the crossing should be e~ual or superior 
to Standard No. 1 of General Order 72-B. 

3. Clearances should conform to General Order 26-D. Walkways 
should co~orm to General Order 118. 

~. Protection at the crossing should be two Standard No. l-D 
pedestrian crossi:c.g signs modified to read "RAILROAD CROSSING -
BICYCLES MY)) PEDESTRIAN ONLY." In addition, two sigc.s reading "WAlK 

BIKES ACROSS TRACKS" should be installed in advance cf the crossing .. 
5. Conztruction cost of the crossing and installation cost of 

the crossing signs should be borne by the applicant. 
6. Maintenance of the crossing should be in accordance with 

General Order 72-B. Maintenance cost 01' the crOSSing signs should be 
borne by the ap~licant. 

7. It can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility 
that the activity in question may have a si~i1'icant effect on the 
enviro:o.:nent. 

CONCLUSIONS -----------
On the basis o! the foregoing findings, we conclude that 

the application should be granted a.s set forth in the tollowing order: 

o R D E R 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. The State o! California, Department of Transportation, is 

authorized to construct a' bicycle and pedestrian crossing at grade 
across the tracks or the Northwestern Pacific Railroad Company's San 
Rafael Branch Line in the City of Novato, Marin County, as set !orth 
in the findings of this decision. 
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2. Within thirty days after com:p1etion :pursuant to this order, 
a~:p1icant shall so advise the COmmission in writing. 

This authorization shall expire if not exercised within 
two years 'Wlless time be extended or if the above conditions are 
not complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modi1'ied it 
public convenience, necessity or safety so requi~e. 

The ef1'ective date of this order shall be thirty days 
after the date hereof. 

Dated at __ ...;;.SaIl.;....._]Nn __ ol.'3eo ____ , California, this 
__ ~~~.~.~~'~'~~-~ ______ , 1978. 

'I" '''''V,I' 

day 01' 

COlIl!lll.ssioners 

'Comm1::1onor ~11l1nm Symon~ ~r bo1 
~o ~~ 1 ~. ~ -0 ~e OO~~ar1 y ao:ont. did not ~art1~1~nto 
in tho d1:POC1t1on or this prOCOC~lDZ. 


