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Decision N'o. __ 8_9_2_6_4 __ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Applicatio~ of ~ond R. Meeks, 
Floyd C. Williams and 
Richard K. Parry to deviate 
from mandatory require~ent for 
underground utilities extension 
for Tract No. 117, Inyo County, 
Calirornia. 

Application No. 5?5?5 
(Filed September 14,' 1977) 

o PIN ION 
-~~- .... ~~ 

Applicants, Raymond R. Meeks., Floyd C. Williams, and 
Richard K. Pa.rr.y, seek authority to deviate trom the mandator.y under- ~ 
grounding require~ent of Southern Calitornia Edison Comp~ts (SCE) 
Rule 15 tor Tract 117, IDYo County, California. 

Tract 117 consists of 180 acres subdivided into 49· lots 
ranging in size !ro~ 2.6 acres to 5.3 acres with 61% of the lots 
being 3 acres and larger. The tract ~p was recorded with !nyo 
County on December 19, 1974. The tract is located in a sparsely 
populated high desert valley on the Ca.lifornia side of the Cali!ornia- ". 
Nevada border, 1 mile north of State Highway 178 between Shoshone, 
California and Pahrump, Nevada. A section of the tract is surrounded 
by land o-..rned by U. S·. Bureau of Land Management which precludes artS 

future development. 
According to discussion with a statf planner of the Department/ 

of Pl~ing and Recreation of !nyo County, the Inyo County Subdivision / 
Ordinance requires that utility service extensions for tentative 
~~d existing subdivisions be constructed underground unless such 
reou1rements are waived by the County Planning Commission. Waiver 
from this ordinance .,has not yet 'been requested tor Tract 117. 
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The stat! ?l~~~er also stated that State Highway l78 is 
not a designated scenic highway. 

SCE does not have ~~ source of electric supply in the 
area. The nearest source of supply for electric service is a~proxi
:ately l/~ mile east in Nevada and belongs to Vallej Zlectric 
Association who would extend an overhead line to the California
~evada oorder, at which point SCE would connect ror distrioution 
to Tract 117. 

Attached to the application are letters from SeE ~d 
Valley !lectric Association. 

In its letter to One of the ap?lic~ts, SeE has not 
stated its position relative to overhead versus underground 
extension to the tract. The estimated cash advances would be 
S2~,380 for overhead versus $55,500 for undergrounding. According 
to SeE, the total advance would be refundable ror overhead, whereas 
S46,825 would be refundable for undergrounding. 

In its letter to SCE. Valley Electric Company estimated 
the cost of installing overhead facilities from its nearest existing 
source of su~ply to the California-Nevada border would be S6,,66. 
This cost would be re~uired of the applicants in advance whether 
the Com:ission decides on overhead or undergrounding and would not 
be refundable. In case the Commission decides· on undergrounding, 
the a?p1ic~~ts would be re~vired to perfor: the necessar,y trenching 
which would amount to app~oximately $8,000. The total initial 
costs to the applicants tor ~lectric service would be $30,946 for 
overhead and S70,066 for undergrounding. 

The application should be denied because it does not 
state sufficient justification for granting a deviation from the 
undergrounding re~uirement of Rule 15 of SCE. 
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Findings 

1. Tract 117 is located in the sparsely populated high desert ~ 
valley, on the California side of 'California-Nevada border, 1 mile 
north of State Highway 178, between Shoshone, California and Pahrump, 
Nevada. 

2. The tract map was filed on December 19, 1974, with 
!nyo County, California. 

,. State Eighw~ 178 is not a designated scenic highway~ 
4. Waiver from the !nyo County Subdivision Ordinance 

underground requ1rements has not yet oeen granted for Tract 117. 
5. There are no plans for future subdividing or parcels 

and all surrounding land belongs to the Bureau of Land I1a:c.agement. 
6. seE has not stated its positio~ relative to overhead 

versus underground extension to the tract. 
7. 'The total costs of providing electric service to all 

lots in the tract would be approximately $;0,946 for overhead 
versus 570,066 for undergrounding with 524,;80 refundable for 
overhead versus $46,825 for undergrounding from SCE. 

Conclusions 

1. A public hearing is not required. 
2. The application should be denied as provided in the order 

which follows. 
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o R D E R -----
IT IS ORDERED that Southern C~li!ornia Edison Company is 

not authorized to deviate from mandatory undergrounding requirement 
of its electric line extension rule of its tariff in Tract 117, 

Inyo County, California. 
The effective date of this order shall be thirty days 

after the date hereof. 
J Dated at ______ ~S_an __ m_r~an~cl~~~ _______ , California, tnis 

2A~ c.a.;r or ~UGttS! 1978. 

~-f 

commissioners 

'Cocn1::;::;1cncr RiehlU'1i D. Gravolle. bo1ng 
%loeo:::::;~r1ly ~b::;C!lt. 4id not :part1c1l)ll.to 
in tho ~1::;))o::;1t1on of 'this proeeod1~ 


