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Decision No. 8a3Oj AUG 221918 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Investiga- ) 
tion for the purpose of con sid- ) 
ering and determining min~um ) 
rates for transportation, in ) 
bulk, of agricultural products ) 
and related articles statewide ) 
as pro';rided in Minimum Rate ) 
Tariff 14-A and the revisions or) 
reissues thereof. ) 

Case No. 7857 
Petition for Modification 

No. 165 
(Filed June 30, 1978) 

(Amended August 1, 1978) 

INTERIM OPINION AND ORDER 

California Trucking Association filed, on June 30, 1978, 
Petition 165 in Case 7857 seeking general adjustments in the oilseed 
rates "::and charges in Minimum Rate Tariff l4-A. Public hearings 
are now set beginning September l2, 1978 at which time evidence 
concerning these matters will be introduced. , 

Petitioner states that the harvest of one of the involved 
commodities, i.e. safflower seed, will be essentially completed by 
the scheduled hearing dates. The safflower harvest season is 
sCheduled to commence by August 10, and will be virtually completed 
by September 15. As a result, no decision emanating from the 
sCheduled September hearings can possibly give carriers any rate 
relief. Petitioner, therefore, requests relief, in the form of an 
interim 5 percent surcharge, for safflower seed pending full 
hearings .. 

Petitioner further states that the principal safflower 
carriers achieved collective operatinq results, before taxes and 
interest, of a 98 percent operating ratio for the 1977 harvest sea
son. Since that ttme, carriers have incurred cost increases in all 
aspects of their operations. Based upon their 1977 experience and 
1978 evaluation and projection, carriers can expeet - in the absence 
of immediate rate relief - to operate at a loss for the transportation 
of safflower during the 1978 harvest season. 
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The petition and amendment were listed on the Commission's 
Daily Calendars of July 5, 1978 and August 4, 1978, respectively. 
No objection to the granting of the petition, as amended, has been 
received. 

In the circumstances, the Commission finds that peti
tioner's proposal is reasonable, on an interim basis pending 
hearing, and the resulting rates and charges will be just, reason
able and nondiscriminatory minimum rates and charges for the 
t:ansportation involved. The Commission concludes that the peti
tion should be granted as set forth in the ensuing oraer ana the 
effective date of this order should be the date hereof because 
there is an immediate need for this rate relief. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. Minimum Rate Tariff 14-A (Appendix A to Decision 67397, 

as amended) is further ~ended by incorporating therein, to become 
effective August 24, 1978, Supplement No. 14 attached hereto and by 
this reference made a part hereof. 

2. Common carriers subject to the Public Utilities Act, to 
the extent that they are subject to Decision 67397, as amended, 
are authorized to establish in their tariffs the amendments necessary 
to conform with the further adjustment ordered by this decision. 

3. Tariff public~tions authorized to be made by common 
carriers as a result of this order may be made effective not earlier 
than August 24, 1978 and may be m~de effective on not ~ess than one 
day's notice to ~le Commission and to the public. 

4. Common carriers, in establishing and maintaining the 
amendments authorized by this order, are authorized to depart from 
the provisions of Section 461.5 of the Public Utili.ties Code to the 
extent necessary to adjust long- and short-haul departures now 
maintained under outstanding authorizations; such outstanding 
authorizations are hereby modified only to the extent necessary to 
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comply with this order; and schedules containing the amendments 
published under this authority shall make reference to the prior 
orders authorizing long- and short-haul departures and to this 
order. 

S. In all other respects, Decision 67397, as amended, shall 
remain in full force and effect. 

day of 

The effective date of this order is the date hereof. 
Da ted at l=:A.l'I ~.ndw 

aUGUST __________________ , 1978. 
, California, this ~~ 

Commissioners 

'Com:ni:::::ionor R1cho.re. D. Gravello~ 'bo1ng 
~oco=s~r1ly ~b=ont~ did not part1e1pato 
1:1 .t.bO. C,1zp.o:;1 t10n of th1:; pro~oo41!:(: •. 

Coc~icoior.Gr Cleiro T. Dcarlck. boing 
noc0c3~rily ~~oont. did not ~art1ci~~to 
in tho clizJ/o31tion of thizJ/rocoOdi%lg. 
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5UPPLEMI!:N'1' 14 

(CAncels Supplement 13) 

(Supplements a and 14 Contains All Ch4nq~.) 

TO 

Nl\MINC 

:nNIMUM AATES AND RULES 

UOR Till!: 

TRI\NS~ORTATION, IN DULK, O~ 

ACRICUL~RAL COMMODITIES AND 

RELATl!:D AATICL~ 

Nl\Ml';D HEru:1N 

OVER THt: PU13L1C lUCllWAYS WITHIN THl!: 

STATE OF CALX~O~~IA 

U'l 

RADIAL HIGHWAY COMMON CMlmms 

AND 

HIGHWAY CONTRACT CARRIERS 

AND 

ACRICULTURAL CARRIERS 

AP~LlCATION O~ SURCHARGE 

.... ". 01 

Computo the AmOunt ot chargos for shipments ot satflower loed in Item 600 in 
accordanCe with the provisions of this tariff, and incroale the amount 10 computed 
~y five porcont (~t). 

Dechion NO. 89301. E~~1!CT:XVZ 

Issu04 ))y the 
li'UflLXC UTXL1TIES COt-'.MISS10N Oll' THE :;TATE Ol" CALIl"ORNI/\ 

Stato Uuildin9, CiviC Center 
San Francilco, California ?4102 


