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89337 Decision No. _____ _ 
Sf? 61978 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMr.ISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
.. j' 

, 

Investigation on the Coamission's Own 
Motion into the Adequacy and Reliabi1ity 
of the Energy ane Fuel Requirements and 
Supply of the Electric Pu~lic Utilities 
in the State of California. 

Investigation on the Commission's own 
motion into the natural gas supply a:o.d 
requirements of gas public utilities 
in the State of California. 

Investigation on the Commission's own 
motion into the establishing of 
priorities among the types of categories 
of customers of ever,y electrical 
corporatio~ and eve=:v gas corporation 
i:l the State of Califor'"'...ia and among 
the uses of electricity or gas by such 
customers. 

Case No. 9581 
(Filed July 3, 1973) 

Case No. 9642 
(Filed December 18, 1973) 

Case No. 9884 
(Filed March 11, 1975) 

INTERIM ORDER MODIFYING DECISION NO. 85189 

In Decision No. 85189, dated December 2, 1975, the Commission 
ordered the establishment of an end-use priority system to re~lace the 
t~en e!!ective firm/interruptible system. Fundamental to that decision 
was the Commission's 1'inding that a:D:Y' system created to distribute the 
effects of a sustained natural gas shortage in a manner least adverse 
to the public interest must be based on the relative capability 01' 
different classes of customers to use fuels other than natural gas. 
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In kee~ing with this principle and to protect the 
dwindling natural gas supplies, the Commission in Interim Ordering 
Paragraphs , and 4 ot Decision No. 85189 ordered: 

n3. Calii'ornia gas utilities shall not provide service to 
new customers, or additional service to current customers, 
when the customer's new requirement will be in excess ot 
50 ~c!/d and that requirement can be met with an alte~~te 
fuel. 

114. CO:mlission approval will be requirec. before a gas utility 
can (1) provide service to any new nonresidential customer 
with a demand in excess ot ;0 Mct/d and (2) install 
additional facilities to provide additional service to 
a nonresidential customer when the new level of demand 
is in excess ot 50 Met/d." 

The a~istration of Ordering Paragraph 4 of Decision 
No. 85189 has resulted in the expenditure ot ma:c.y man-hours by the 
utility companies, the Commission staf!, and the Commission in 
processing deviations tor customers who cannot use an alternate fuel. 

Conservation ettorts ot high priority users, mild weather 
and the conversion of certain large users, primarily cement plants, 
to alternate fuels have resulted in continuing deliveries to the 
lowest priority ot service, Priority 5. The prohibition against 
co:c.necting certain new services contained in paragraph ;, has :made 
yet additional gas availa.b1e to Priority 5 customers which has, 
among other things, complicated the short-term planning of the 
electric utilities. Although the premise underlying the prohibition, 
i.e., alleviation ot a diminution in service to existing customers, 
remains valid, the mechanism provided by paragraph 3 is premature, 
a.t least tor the near future. 

The Commission statf is now evaluating the end-use 
priorities in the light or present conditions. The likely result of 
this evaluation is ,that a recommendation for extensive modifications 
ot the existing procedures will be made. 
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After considering the experience gained in administrat~ 
the order in Decision No. 85189 and the present gas su~~ly conditions, 
we find that it is in the public interest to modl.i'y the provisions 
01' Decision No. 85189 relating to new service co:c:c.ections pending 
!urther action by the Commission. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1.. Ordering Paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 ot Decision No .. 85189 are 

rescinded. 
2. Commission approval will be required before a gas utility 

c~ provide service tor new industrial boiler fuel use with a 
peak day demand in excess 01' ;00 Mc!. 

,. Southern California Gas Company, Paci!ic Gas and Electric 
Company, and San Diego Gas & Electric Company shall maintain data and 
report to the Co~ission on January 1, 1979, and semiannually therea!ter, 
the number of new connections where the peak day requirements 01' the 
custor.er exceed 50 Mc! per day. The report shall 'be 'by cus-:omer name, 
priority, peak day demand, and a:cJlual require:c.ents. 

4. The above utilities shall tile revisions to the appropriate 
tarif1' rules within 10 days 01' the e1'1'ective date 01' this decieion. 

The effective date of this order shall be thirty d~s a!ter 
the date hereof. 

Dated at ____ Sa_"_.lI':!:a.n __ O:s_co _____ , Cali1'ornia, this 0~ 
day 01' ___ SoO).lOE~P...l...lTE;..IIjM~BE~RI_· ___ , 1978 .. 

commissioners 

-;- Co~icoion¢r Clairo T. Dedrick. ~oing 
no¢os3~rily aboo~t. didn~t ,artie~~~te 
in tho d1o~3it1on of this ~roeood~. 


