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Decision No .. 8934f 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COr~SSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Investigation on the Commission's own ) 
motion into the use of excess width cars) 011 No. 23 
by Southern Pacific Transportation I (Filed August 22, 1978) 
Co:n'Oany. ) 

. ~ 
Application of Southern Pacific 
Transportation Company for an Exemption 
from the Provisions of.' General Order 
26D. 

) 

~ 
) 

------------------------------) 

Application No. 58316 
(Filed August 29, 197$) 

w. Harnev Wilson and Harold S. Lentz, 
Attorneys at Law, for Southern Pacific 
Transportation Company, respondent and 
applica."lt. ' 

James P. Jones, for United Transportation 
union, California Legislative Board; 
r~chael J. Leahv, Attorney at Law, tor 
Northrop Aircrart Group; and David O. 
Wente, Attorney at Law, for Lockheea­
California Company; interested parties. 

Peter Fairchild, Attorney at Law, and 
Herman W, Privette, for the Commission 
starf. 

INTERIM ORDER 

The temporary restraining order issued August 22, 1978, 
in OIl No. 23 enjoined Southern Pacific Transportation Company 
(Southern Pacific) from operating five excess width cars ~ed in the 
transportation of aircraft sections tor Lockheed-California Company 
(Lockheed) and Northrup Aircraft Group (Northrup). Three days of 
hearing were held in OIl No. 23 and in Application No. 58316, 'Which 
was submitted on September 5, 1978. 
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. O!r No. 23 has been taken off calendar temporarily. Sub­
mission in OIl No. 23 awaits the receipt of certain evidence regard­
ing ~he assessment of penalties against Southern Pacific. 

The delivery schedules of the shippers (Lockheed and 
Northrup) require that shipments of the involved aircraft· parts be 
made in early September and October. It is uncertain whether trans­
portation by airplane can be arranged if rail Shipment is prevented. 
In any event, aircraft transportation is as much as 10 times more 
expensive than rail transportation. In the case of Northrup this 
means $36,000 for transport by U.S. ldr Force C-5 on a s.pace-or-plane 
available baSis versus $3,600 for rail shipment. Northrup is shipping the 
rear fuselage and vertical stabilizers of the F-1S fighter plane 
from Southern California to ~ssouri for final assembly. Lockheed 
is shipping the flight station (cockpit), the wings, and the stub 
wing section of the P-3 C Orion anti-submarine aircraft from Montreal, 

4It Canada, to Southern California for final assembly. 
Delays in delivery of the F-1S assemblies will impede 

the development progr&~ of the F-1S, a fighter aircraft intended 
to replace the Phantom. Eight hundred F-18s are to be built over 
the next 10 years. Delays in the delivery of the P-3C assemblies 
will delay construction and delivery of some 150 planes to the 
Govern:nents of Canada, the United States, Japan, and Australia. 

In view of the importance of these Shipments to our 
national defense and to our international commitments, and in view 
of the imminence of these essential shipping dates, the use of the 
specially deSigned, excess width cars should be authorized on an 
interim basis only and subject to certain conditions suggested by 
our staff. The issuance of this temporary authority will allow the 
Commission adequate time to fully consider the lengthy record in this 
proceeding. 

-2-



OIl 23, A.;83l6 fc 

Findings 
1. The nature of the shipments and the necessary shipment 

dates constitute this matter as an unforeseen emergency condition 
requiring action by the Commission more promptly than would be 
pe~itted if advance publication were made on the regular meeting 
agenda. 

2. The five excess Width cars, identified in OIl No. 23, 
can be operated on a temporary basis with reasonable safety to the 
public and to railroad operating personnel, equipment, and facilities 
if such cars are operated subject to the conditions and restrictions 
set forth in the following order. 

3. The temporary restraining order should be vacated for a 
period of 60 days. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. The temporary restraining order is vacated for a period of 

sixty days from the date hereof. 
2. Southern Pacific Transportation Company is authOrized to 

operate the five cars identified in the temporary restraining 
order, subject to the following conditions and restrictions: 

a. Such cars shall be operated subject to the 
provisions of Section 7 of General Order 
No. 26-D. 

b. Such cars and any cars containing lading in 
ex~ess of 10-feet, 10-inches wide shall be 
blocked together in the train. 

c. Such ears shall not be left standing on 
tracks where adjacent track centers are 
less than 15 feet apart. 

d. A train containing such cars shall not 
meet, pass, or be passed on curves, 
turnouts, or locations where track centers 
are less than 1~ feet apart by ~~y rail 
movement in excess of lO-feet, 10-inches 
wide. 
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day of 

. e. 

f. 

g. 

Such cars shall have alternating red and 
white iridescent 4-inch wide diagonal stripes 
from floor to top on the end portion ~ich 
extends beyond 5 feet, 5 inches from 
centerline. 
Movecent of such cars shall be expedited and 
handled in through trains and mainlined 
wherever oper.ations will permit. 
Employees shall be prohibited from riding 
such cars or on cars moving past such cars 
on adjacent tracks •. 

The effective da~e of this order is the date hereof. 
Dated at !P!D. i'randSoc) , California, this fa tl-

S€PTEMBEt , 1978. 

Commissl.oners 

CO~1SB1onor Cle1ro T. ~odr1ek~ be1~ 
neccw:;..eo.r11y e.bsont •. did notl?artio1~&~o 
1.u ;010 ·d.1o~o1t1o:::l. ot th1~ :procoOI1~. 
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