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Decision No. 89375 SE? 61978 

EEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COV~SSION OF ~HE STAXE OF CALIFOR~~ 

In the matter of the Investigation) 
for the pUr?0se of considering and) 
dete~ning ~um rates :or . ) 
transportation of used household ) 
goods and related property state- ) 
wide as provided in ~nimum Rate ) 
~ariff 4-2 and the revisions or ) 
reissues thereof. ) 

O?n."lON AND ORDER 

case :-;0. 5330 

Minimum Rate Tari:= 4-B (MR.'! 4-2) names :mi~ rates 
and rules for ~~e statewide transportation 0: uncrated used house
hold goods and related articles by highw~y carriers. 

On May 19, 1975,the Co:mnission staif circulated a. white 
paper to interested parties proposing an addition to Item 150 of e .MRT 4-:8 to provide £or a."l optio:lal ltinmum charge on ship:nents 
transported at distance rates. 

The current :ni:li::n:n charge in MRT 4-B for shipments 
transported at distance .rates is the charge :or 1001 pounds at the 
applicable rate, as set'for~~ in Items 300 and 320. 

There are occasions when household goods carriers wish 
to establish a minimum charge for a particular distance-rated 
shipment which would exceed the charge resulting from application 
of the :t.inimtllll rate to the actual ~Neight of t."'e shipment. For 
~ple, a carrier ~ght find it necessary to assess a charge no 
less th~"'l that applicaole to a ship~ent weighing 5,000 pO~"'lds in 
circumsta."'lces where the act~al weight of the shipment may not be 

grea.ter than 2,000 pounds. :his situatio~ often arises ·..,hen the 
destL"lation of a shipment is at a distant location where it is 
highly ~likely that the ca::r:ier wir1 obtain a backhaul, a.~d he 

may be forced to travel :na..~y "empty :tiles" whe:'l retu..---nir.g to his 
te:cninal. 
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The present Conf~tion of Shipping Inst-~ctions and 
Rate Quotation document does not cont3in language which would 
clearly infoXlll a shipper whe:l a particular mi:lill:N:m. charge is to 
apply. The CO~ssion staff has obse~,ed occasions when this 
has lee. to lllisuneerstandings on the part 0: shippe:t's who eid not 
realize ~~at certain notations by the carrier on the Con:ir.mation/ 
Rate Quotation dOCUQent were intene.ed to establish a minimum 

charge for the shipment. 
The Commission received no adverse replies concerning the 

staff's aforesaid white paper. Bo~~ the california ~:ueking Associa
tion a.~d ~~e california Moving and Storage Association responeed 
with no objection. Several carriers expressed approval of the proposed 
modification and of the staff's o~jective in clarifying the charges 
to '!::he shipper. 

L"'l. the cirC'c::nstances, t..~e Com::d.ssion fi."'l.ds that t..i.e staff's 
proposal is reasonable and the resul ti.."'l.g :ni.n:i;mu:n rates and charges 

~ will be just, reasonable and nondiscriminato~ =i~UQ rates and 
charges for the transportation involvee. A public hearing is not 
necessa.~. The COmmission eoncl~des that Minimum Rate ~ariff 4-B 
Should be amendee accordingly. 

I'I' IS ORDEP..ED that: 
l. Minim'lZ Rate ~ari£f 4-B (Appene.ix C to Decision 65521, 

as amendee) is fur~~er ameneee by ineorpQ:ating therein to beco~e 
effective thirty-nine clays after the date hereof, Pi:~~ Revised 
Page 15, attachecl hereto ane ~y ~s reference ~de a part hereof. 

2. Co:m:r:lon c~iers s'Ubject to the PQlic Utilities Act, to 
the extent that they a::e subject to Decision 65521, as amended, are 
he:eby au~~o~ized to establish in their tariffs the ~enement 
necessary to conior.m with. the further adjus~e."'l.ts ore.ered herein. 

3. Tarif! publications a~~i.orized to be made ~y co~n 
carriers as a result of this order may ~e made effective on not 
less than five days' notice to ~e Commission ~~d to the public 
if filed not later than sixty days after the e=fec~vc date of the 
~"'l.imum rate tariff page incorporated in this order. 
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4. Common carriers, i~ establishing and ~ntaining the 
amendments authorized hereinabove, are hereby authorized to depart 
from ~~e provisions of Section 461.5 of ~~e Public Utilities Code 
to the extent necessa.~ to adjust long- and short-haul depa:tu:es 
now maintained under outstanding au~~orizations; such outstanding 
authorizations are hereby ~odi!ied or~y to the extent necessary 
to comply with this order; and schedules containi:lg the amendments 
published under ~~is authority shall make re:erence to the prior 
orders authorizing long- and short-haul departures and to this 
order. 

5. In all other respects Decision 65521, as amended, shall 
remain in full force and effect. 

The effective date of this order shall be thirty days 
after the date hereof. 

Dated at ___ 8& __ ~ ____ , ~lifornia, this I,d-
day of ___ S"",£D;;... T ...... C..ilM-.;B.ER~ ___ ' 1978. 

• .. 

Commissioners 

CO:::n!s:)1o::.~r C:a1ro T. !l~c-1ei;. ~e1~ 
~c~~=~r11y ~b~'nt. dia not ,artie!y~:o 
11:. ~o d.!.z~3!. tio:. of "eMs ..,rOCQ~. 
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~,II,H\UM RATe TARIFr: <~~, 
FIrTH ReVISED PACr. ••••• l~ 

CANCELS 
rOCRTK REVISED PACE •••• 1~ 

::;J:CTIOr. l--J(t,;~ (Contin~(J) 

CONl"IR!:1I.TION 01" SUIPrINC INSTf<UC'rIONS Al':D 
nATE OliOTATION (ConclU<:ed) 

(Itema l'~ ana l~O--ConcluQQ~l 

NOTE 2.--The document shall also direct attent10n to tho tact that additional 
charqes tor Dtora~e, extra handlinq, and transportat1¢n will accrUQ should tha ~ooa. 
not bo received by the conftiqnoe in accordanCe with the described arranqamonts. 
(See Item 160) 

NOT!: ~.--Thc tollowinq Dtatemont, or one ot awlar import, DhAll be placod upon 
tho docwnentl 

(a) The quotod r~tos aro bolievod to Do not lower than minimum ratoD prcscribod 
by. tho California Public utilitios Commiaoion aD publish~d in ita ~in1mum 
RAte Tariff '-n and aro to be appli~ to the number ot houra involved in 
providinq sorvice, to the actual wei~ht, or to tho actual numbor of other 
units of meaGure~~nt, aub~oct to tho deai9nate4 min1mum prov1Dions; unlooa 
in conflict w1th tho m1ni~um rates, rules and requlationlJ of that tariff. 

*(b) It this shipment ia subjeCt to distance rates, and a minimum charge (qroator 
than otherwise applicable) is to apply, tho followinq statement must bG 
completed, 

Charqos shall ~ compute4 on the Actual waiqht ot tho 
shipment or on a wOi<;ht of l)OUn~lI, whichover 
prOduces the hiqher chArQo. 
NOTEs If a Probablo Cost of servic •• haa been is.uod 
ana the abOve atat4ment 18 J.n con!l1ct ther ..... ith, tho 
Probable Cost ot ServiCes shall aPPly. 

(cl Copies ot the tariff are open for public inspection at the Commission'. 
ofticeo in San rrancisco and to. An<;ole. and at tho carrier'. otfice or 
otfices at (4esi9nate location). 

NOTE '.--Valuation shall be shown in the followinQ manner: 

Il'l".:;t! 

I 

I , 
I t61~O 
I 

The rates quoted horein, inclu4inQ m1nimum hours, m1n1mum weiqht. m1n1mum ChArqe, 
or oth~r prov1sion., are bAaed upon an aqree4 or deelared value beinv speeif1cally II 
stated by the shipper whieh i. not 1n excess of 60 eent. per pound. ~r art1C1G, for 
the Actual loIeiQht of allY o.rtiele 01: .. rtiel •• in a shipment. I'1:otGction ag.ll1nAt 108 .. and 
4an\4Q. for shipmonta not relea.ae4 to a valu. ot sixt"j (60) cents per pound, ~r articlo, 
may be ODtained throu9h application of ch&rQos a8 provided in Item 00 (f). 

¢ Chanqe 
• Addition 

Correction 

DeCision No. 89375 

I~SUCD BV THE PUB~:C UT:~ITICS COMMISSLCN OF iM' STAT£ OF CA~lFORNIA, ~ 
SAIl FAANCtSCO, CA~lFOI(NIA. I 


