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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Application of RAYMOND R. MEEKS,
FLOYD C. WILLIAMS and

RICEARD X. PARRY %o deviate fronm
mandatory requirement for under-
ground utilities extension for
Traet No. 117, Inyo County,
California.

Application No. 57575

QL NP L N L W A A S N

ORDER GRANTING REHEARING
OF DECLSION NO. 89264

On August 22, 1978, the Commission issued Decision No. 89264,
denying the application of Raymond R. Meeks, Floyd C. Williams,
and Richard K. Parry (Petitloners) for deviation from mandatory
wndergrounding pursuant to Rule 15 of Southern California Edison
Company's tariffl schedule. Petitioners thereafter filed a petition
for rehearing of Decision No. 8926L4. The Commission has considered
the allegations contained therein and is of the opinion that good
cause for granting the requested relief haz been shown; therefore;

IT IS ORDERED that rehearing of Decision No. 89264 ve granted.

The effective date of this order is the date hereof.

Dated at 8an Franciseo' , California, this ZZCL ‘gday of
OCTOBER , 1978. '

comm¥ssIoners

Comzissionor Robort Batinovica, boing
mocoscarily absont, d4d not participato
iz 2o disposition of this procooding.
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Applicaticn of RAYMOND R. MEEKS, £157%
FIOYD C. WILLIAMS and | -
RICHARD K. PARRY to deviazte frea SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE
pandatory requirement for under- Applicatiom No~57575

gromd wbildities exteasion for
- Tragt No. 3.17, IW'O Comty,
California.

APPLICATION REHEARING OF DECISION NO. 8926 BY APPLICANTS




Soptemder 15, 1978
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Public Utili‘ti;:s Commission
350 McEllister Ave.
San Francisco, Cnlif. 9L102

Sentlemen, ,S. V4 b= é(/ yoz
Tnls letter ic béingyﬁéi;tcn as per o recent phone call with Yr. Stalder
of your office. Ve would like to roquest a reheariny from your order of
August 22, 1978 Ao put our power service underground instead of overhead
(docision 25027 on our subdivision tract 117 in Inyo County. (Refor to

application #57575, filed Septemder i, 1977).

Qur requost is bBaced on the orisinal reasons presented to you and in
addition we are enolosing a letter from Southern Californie Edison Company,
recently sent to us stating o number of serious prodlems that they would
sncounter by having to install ond serve an underground power supplye.

=. William Brown of Southern California Edison Co. has discussed the matier
with me and in his opinion we could encounter serious delays im restoring
powor due to equipment failure 4f we were 40 have underground wirdnge This
would arise frou the fact that SCE does not stock the equipment necessary
4o carry the power supply delivered f{rom Nevada's Valley Electric Co., who
would be %he main source of our power supplye.

Te sincerely ask thot we de given a rchearing and also sincerely request
<knt we be allowed to be presezt at this hearing.

T=is matter is of utmost importance to us and we feel thaot it is impossidle

for you gentlemen to pgrasp tho ~atire situntion and it's impact upen us
without our prosenco.

Yost sincerely,

Raymond R. lieeks,
Floyd C. Williamx
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. Mr. Richard K. Parry
September 12, 1978
Page 2

3. Soil conditions at subdivision. Customer indicates
apparent cdiche conditions in subdivision. This
will result in longer repair times in future, should
our crews have to hand dig to find cable faults and
to make repairs.

4. Availability of materials and equipment,

It is not the intent of Southern California Edison Company
to circumvent the mandatory requirements for underground utili-
ties for Tariff Rule 15.1. However, should there be mutual ad-
vantages. for all parties concerned, customers, developer and
the vtilicy company, it would be appropriate to pursue all al-
ternatives.

Let it be known by this letter that the Southern California
Edison Company stands ready to provide sexrvice per PUC Decision
89264. We will await further correspondence from you in regard
to your service requirements for your subdivision.

Should you have any questions, please contact me at the
Barstow Business Office.

Sincerely yours,

/ h
/ ¢ Sriomn—
W. R. Brown
Area Manager




Southern California Edison Company

30553 Rimrock Road
Barstow, California 92311

Septembexr 12, 1978

Mr. Richard K. Parry
2855 Canonita Drive
Fallbrook, Califormia 92028

Subject: Stewart Valley Properties
Tract 117, Inyo County
PUC Decision 89264

Dear Mr. Parry:

is letter is in regard to our discussions concerning the
recent PUC Decision requiring the installation of undexrground
electrical facilities to sexrve your new subdivision.

According to the decision, the Southern California Edison
Company did not state its position relative to overhead versus
underground extension to the tract., However, in several verbal
discussions with the representatives from the PUC, our” basic
position was stated with the preference of overhead extension,
if possible. This preference was stated in regard to material
and equipment problems that will be involved since the service
voltage (l4.4 KV) is not a normal service voltage in the Southern
California Edison Company system.

This problem then is compounded when outages occur, which
we can expect regardless if the system is overhead or under-
ground. We can expect outages of longer duration and involving
more customers if the system is installed underground. This
increase of outage time is inherent with undexground systems,
as opposed to overhead systems.

Many other factors are also included in our preference of
overhead system for this particular tract, and they are:

1. Remoteness of Subdivision.

2. Existing overhead facilities recently constructed by
Valley Electric Association, which skirts the north-
east corner of the tract and extends several miles
north on the Nevada side of the border.
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Decision No.

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Application of Raymond R. Meeks, )

Floyd C. Willians and

Richard X. Parry to deviate Application No. 57575 ‘
fronm mandatory requirement for (Filed Septexmber 14, 1977)
underground utilities extension

for Tract No. 117, Inyo Cownty,

California.

02INION

Applicants, Raymond R. Meeks, Floyd C. Williams, and
Richard X. Parry, seek authority +0 deviate from the nandatory under-
grouading requirezent of Southern Californmia Edison Compaxy's (SCE)
Rule 15 for Tract 117, Inye County, California.

Tract 117 comsists of 180 acres subdivided into 49 lots
ranging in size froz 2.6 acres to 5.3 acres with 61% of the lots
being % acres and larger. The tract map was recorded with Inyo
County on December 19, 1974. The tract is located in a sparsely
populated high desert valley on the California side of the Califoraila-
Nevada Yorder, 1 mile north of State Eighway 178 between Shoshozne,
California and Pahruxp, Nevada. A section of the tract is surround d
by land owned by U. S. Bureau of Land Management which precludes any
future cdevelopnment.

According to discussion with a staff planner of the Department
of Planning and Recreation of Inyo County, the Inyo County Subdivision
Ordirance requires thkat utility service extensions for tentative '
and existing subdivisions de constructed underground unless such
reguirements are waived by the County Planning Commission. Walver
from this ordinance has not yet been requested for Tract 117.
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The staff planner also stated that State Eighway 178 is
not a designated sceanic highway.

SCZ does not have any source of electric supply in the
area. The nearest source of supply for electric service is APVl
zately 174 nile east iz Nevada and delongs to Valley Zlectri
Association who would extend an overhead line to the California-

Nevada boxder, at which point SCT would connmect for distributios
to Tract 117.

Attached To the application are letters frox SCE and
Valley Zlectric Associa%i
n 1%s letter to one of the applicants, SCE has not
stated 1ts position relative to overhead versus underground
extension to the tract. The estimated cash advances would be
$24,380 for overhead versus $55,500 for undergrounding. According

to SCZ, the total advance would be refundabdle for overhead, whereas
S4£,827 would be refundable for undergrounding.

In its letter to SCE, Valley Electric Cozpany estimated
the cost of installing overhead facilities froz its nearest existing
gource ol supply to the California-Nevada border would be $6,5665.
This cost would be required of the applicants in advance whether
the Comnission decides on overhead or undergrounding and would no®
be refundadle. In case the Commission decides on wndergrounding,
the applicants would be required to perforz the necessary trenching
which would amount +to approximately 5$8,000. The total initial
costs te the applicants for electric service would be $30,946 for
overhead and 570,066 for undergrounding.

The application should be denied decause it does not
state sufficient justification for granting a deviation froz the
undergrounding requirement of Rule 15 of SCE.
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Findings
- 1. Tract 117 is located in the sparsely populated high desert

valley, on the California side of California=Nevada border, 1 mile
noexrthk of State Highway 178, between Shoshone, California and Pahrump,
Nevada.

2. The tract map was filed on December 19, 1974, with
Inyo County, California.

5. State Highway 178 is not a designated scenic highway.

4. Waiver from the Inyo County Subdivisiorn Oxrdinance
underground requirements has not yet been granted for Tract 117.

2- There are no plazs for future subdividing of parcels
and all surrounding land belongs to the Bureau of Land Mazagement.

6. SCE has not stated its position relative 1o overhead
versus wnderground extension to the tract.

7. The total costs of providing electric service to all
lots in the tract would be approximately $30,946 for overhead
versus $70,066 for undergrounding with $24,%80 refundable for
overhead versus $46,825 for undergrounding from SCE.

Coneclusions

1. A pudblic hearing is not required.

2. The application should be denied as provided in the oxder
which follows.




A. 57575 FG

ORDER
IT IS QOROZRED that Southern California Edison Cozpany ig
not authorized to deviate {rox mandatory wndergrounding reouiremen

-
AR
£ its eleetric line ew+ternsion rule of its tariff in Twact 22

Inyo County, California. '
The effective date of this order shall Ye thirty days
after the date hereof.

Dated at San Francisco , Califoraia, <his

Ay day of AUGUSY , 1978.

ROBERT BATINOVICH
President

WILLIAM SYMONS, JR.

VERNON L. STURGEON.
Commissioners -

Tomnisciener Richard D. Gravelle, being
necessarily absent, d1d not participate
in the Cispocition of this proceeding.

Commiasioner Claire T. Dedrick, boing
necessarily absent. did not yarticipato
in tho diszosiztioz of this proceedi::g.’




