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Decision No. 
89589 . OCT 31 larS. 

BEFORE Th~ PUBLIC UTILITIES CO~ISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFO~~!A 

Investigation on the Commissio~'s O~~ ~ 
Motion i!lto the Adequacy and Reliability 
of the Energy and Fuel Requirements and 
Su~ply of the Electric Public Utilities 
in the State of Cali!or.nia. 

Investigation on the Commission's o~~ 
motion into the natural gas supply a:e 
r~quire~ents of gas public utilities L~ 
the State of California. 

Investigation on the Commission's o~~ 
motion into the establishing of 
priorities among the types of categories 
of customers of every electrical 
corporation and every gas corporation 
in the State of California and among the 
uses of electricity or S~~ by such 
custoIters. 

Case No. 9581 
(Filed July 3, 1973) 

Case No. 9642 
(Filed December 18, 1973) 

Case No. 988lJ. 
(Filed March 11, 1975) 

SECOND INTERIr. ORDER MODIFYING DECISION 

The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) issued 
Decisions Nos. 86932 ~d 872~1, dated February 1, 1977 and April 26, 
1977, in these proceedings az interim emergency orders in response 
to both the natural gas shortage caused by extreme cold weather in 
the eastern United States and the severe hydroelectric curtail:nent 
occasionec oy an extraordinary drou~~t dur.ing the fall and ~~nter 
of 1976 and the spring, summer and fall of 1977 in the western 
United States. Pursuant to these decisions, the Cozmission ordered 
electric and gas utility respondents to establish temperature 
limitations of 650 p. tor heating and ?Sop. tor cooling in their tariff . 
rules. These limitations were designed to be used for the duration of 
extreme emergency conditions with the understanding that the restric
tions would be relaxed as changed conditions permitted. 
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On July" 1978 the University of California CUC) requcztec 
a statement of COI:lission policy on the acceptability o:t a 68°1.-:0 
78oP. "deadband" for space heating atld cooling on the basis that the 
emerge:cy period was over ~~e the University Community was reluct~t 
to continue to adhere to the extre~e 650p. limit. Subsequent to tbc 
UC request, the Commission staff corres~onded with the :tour largest 
gas and electric public utilities as to current adherence of commercial 
and industrial customers to the 650p. heating limitation. 

Responses from the !our major utilities indicated that: 
Very few of their co~ercial/industrial cuztomers are in 

full compliance with the te~peratu~e settings dictated by Rule 14.1. 
The 65°P. heatins limit is generally considered to be somewhat unCOm
fortable ~d unnecessarily low in light of presently available ene~gy 
s~pplies. Hospitals ~~C health care facilities, in particular, fee: 
there is no way they can comply with this regulation and con!or.c 
~~th their charter of providing comfortable facilities for their 
patients. The utilities believe that most customers will accept the 
::ore severe limitntions c.uring emergencies, but will disregard the 
order o~ce the crisis has passed. 

Our staff also solicited comments on this matter from the 
Cali!o~i~ ~ersy Commission (CEC) staff which studied the temperature 
limitation issues, and provided a memo which contained the following 
key points. 

(:) The average commercial/industrial facili~ does 
not comply with the 650F., temperature setting 
since it can cause a decrease in worker produc
tivity due to discomfort. A 68-780P. temperatu:e 
de ado and would, on the other hand, have no negative 
impact upon productivity. 

(2) In some situations energy savings may be reversed 
using a ,6,01 . thermostat setting since employees 
working at that temperature will tend to bring in 

their own portable electric heaters to improve 
personal working environments. 
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(3) The marginal savings realized tor a 65°F. 
thermostat setting versus a 68°F .. setting are 
fairly small in California's mild climate. 

Fi:ldill~s 

l. ~emperature limitations set forth in Decisions Nos. 86932 
and 87241 (and ~lemented in respondent utility tariff rules) were 
designed specifically to_meet the needs of the emergency natural gas . 
shortage caused by the cold weather in the winter of 1976-l977" and 
drought conditions'which existed during the Winter of 1976 and the 
s~ri:g, summer and tall of 1977. 

2. The emergency conditions requiring a 6,oF. limit tor heating 
are now passed and the public is reacting accordingly by setting 
tempera.tures higher, despite said tariff rules, for personaJ. comfort. 

3. MOditying the temperature setting from 6,oF., to 6eoF. as 
a l~t tor heating and reta;ni~g the ?Sop. limit for cooling, thereby 
adopting a. 68-780F ~ temperature deadbanci, will not significantly al."tect 
customer com!ort but will continue to provide real energy sa.vings. 
Furthermore, the softened temperature range may ultimately be more 
effective if it is seen as a more reasonable goal by both the castomer 
acd the utility. 

4. A continued coord1na.ted ettort involving industry ,the . . ' 

uti11ties"~- the CommiSSion, and other governmental agencies in energy 
conservation- programs is essential to reducing energy waste-"in" , 
Ca.lifornia. 

5. All customers or CPUC regulated -utilities in Califo%-n1a--" 
.. - ....... ,' .-
are called upon to continue their conscientious voluntary efforts 
in energy conserVa.tion ~. 
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Conclusio:':. 

The temperature limitations set forth in Decisionz 
Nos. 86932 and 87241 (and implemented in respo~dent utility tariff 
rules) should be modified from 65cp. to 6aop. as a limit for heati~E 
and the 780P. limit should oe retained tor cooling. 

!T !S HE?EBY ORDERED that: 
1. Within thirty days after the effective date of this order~ 

each :-espondcnt electric utility shall file 0. :noditication. of ta:ii"i" 
Rule No. 14.1 consistent with the paragraphs contained in Appendix A 
attached hereto. 

2. Within thirty days after the effective date of this order~ 
each respondent gas utility, except Southern California Gas Com~ony, 
~ " ~'l .'~' t' ~. .~~ ~ 1 ~ 14 1 't ~ ·t~·h 5 •• 3. __ .l e a mOo.l.lca lon 001. ... arl ........ u e .... 0. • conSlS en ... wl ....... e 

pa:asra~h$ contaL~ed in Appendix B attached hereto. 
;. Within thirty days after the effective date of this order, 

Southern California Gas Coop~~y shall file this same modification 
:0:- its ta:ift Ruloe No. 23.1 consistent with the paragraphs contai:ec. 
in Appendix B attached hereto. 
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Such filing shall be made in accordance with General Orde~ 
No. 96-A and shall be effective a~ of the d~te of filing. 

~he effective date of thiz oreer is the date hereof. 
Dated at ____ ~~~~~~'~.~~~=. co~ ___ , Ccli~ornia, this 

OCTOBER o~8 day 0: _________ , 1;;( • 
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APPllND!X A 

I. Changes to Rule l4.1 of Electrical Energy 

«PROHIBITIONS AND CUR~AILMENT PROVISIONS~: 

~gra~h B.3.a.c.d. 

Ara changed to read: 

3. Comfort Heating and Cooling; 

a. During business hours, uo customer shall at any time make, 
cause or permit any use of ~lectrical energy in any commercial 
0: industrial establishment to provide heat to raise the temper
ature therein above 60°F, nor to provide cooling to reduce tho 
temperature therein below 76°F, except where other temperatures 
are specif ically required bjr law. Wher\X it is not established 
that a net energy savings c~n be achieved by operating space 
conditioning equipment during non-business hours~ such equip
ment shall be turned off. 

c. Electrical energy shall not be used by hotels, motels, similar 
guest accommodation establishments, or restaurants to heat or cool 
vacant guest rooms. The 60°F temperatures in occupied rooms 
should be reduced to SSop during sleeping hours except where other 
temperatures are reguired by law~ Occupied rooms shall not be 
cooled below 700 P. 

d. No customer shall make, cause or permit any use of electrical 
energy for the heating of r~sidences, apartments or condominiums 
above bOop during the active hours of the day and SSop. during the 
slGeping hours ~r for cooling them below 70op, except for medical 
reasons or where other temperatures are required by law. 
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e APPENDIX B 

I. Changes. to Rule 'No. l~.lY of Natu:oa1 Gas Energy 

"INTERIM EMERGENCY ORt'ER.:2]OHIBITIONS-, C~S..?RVl\11.Q!, 

AND CURTAILMENT PROVISIONS" 

Paragraph B.2.a.b.c. 

Are changed to read: 

2. Comfort Heating and Cooling: 

a. During business hours, Latural gas should not, at any 
time, be caused or permitted to be used in any commercial 
or industrial establishment to provide heat to raise the 
temperature therein above bOoF, except where other temp
eratures are sp~ci£ically r~guired by law, or for medical 
reasons. 

b. Natural gas used by all hotel, motel, and similar guest 
accommodation eztablishmentz and 
used to heat vacant guest rooms. 
occupied rooms should be re'uced 

restaurants should not be 
The bOoF temperature in 

to ssor during sleeping 
hours, except where other temperatures are required by law. 

c. Natural gas should not be caused or permitted to be used 
for heating by reSidences, ~partments and condominiums above 
beop during the act.ive hours of the day and not above SSoF 

during the sleeping hours, except for medical reasons or where 
other temperatures are required by law. 

11 Rule No. 23.1 will be changed in a similar manner by 
Southern California Gas Company. 


