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Decision No. 89751 DEC 12 1978 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF ~IFO~~IA 

Application of Western .Motor ) 
Tariff Eureau,. Inc., under the ) 
Shortened Proeedure Tarif: Doe- ) 
ket for and on behalf of Samjo, ) 
Inc., D.B..A. Smiser Freight ) 
Service to ~end Bureau Tariff ) 
No. 111 Which results in in- ) 
creases. ) 

OPINION ~~D ORDER 

Shortened Proeedure 
Tariff Docket 

Application No. 58053 
(Filed May 5.,' 1978) 

By this application, Western Motor Tariff Bureau, Ine., 
Agent, (WMTB) seeks authority, on behalf of Samjo, Inc., doing 
business as .Smiser Freight Service (Smiser) to establish valuation 
rules in its Local, Joint and Proportional Freight and EXpress Tariff 
No. 111 (WM'l'B 111), Cal. P.U.C. No. 15· predicating its rates on de­
clared valuations. of not exceeding $50 for any shipment except e1ec­
t%onie products, and S125 for sl".ipments of e1eetronie products (eon­
taining one or more paekages) with an aggregate weight of 2S pounds 
or less and not exceeding S2 per pound on any shipment except'elec­
tronic products and SS per pound on any electronic products shipment 
(containing one or ~ore packages) of any aggregate weight exceeding 
2S pounds. A charge of 20 cents for each S100 or fraction thereof 
will ~ assessed for declared value in excess of. the values stated 
above. 

WMTB states that applicant from time to time is tendered 
a shipment for delivexy which becomes either lost, stolen or strayed. 
As an exa:mple, it recently received a shipment of recorders or players 
for delive:z:y to a television station located in Calexico,. The ear­
ton weighing 106 pounds was stolen, and a claim was subsequently 

, 

presented for $8,601. Tbis value would compute to an amount equiva-
lent to S81 per pound, but it was not shown anywhere on ·the bill of 
lading. 
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Applicant points out that Item 780 of National Motor Freight 
Classification prohibits carricX's from accepting "Articles.,of Extra­
ordinary Value". However, no definition of extX'aordinary value is 
offered in the classification. Applicant believes the higher valued 
commodities should be assessed an additional charge, as proposed 
herein, to offset the extra handling coSts required for these com­
modities. 

Similar deviations aX'e maintained by Citizens transportation 
Co., Riverside and Dependable 1'rucking Co., Inc. LoS Angeles, pursuant 
to Item 860 of w.MTB 111 and Associated FX'eight Lines, Oakland, and 
Neilsen Freight Lines,. PetaJ:l.llna, pursuant to Item 861 of said tariff. 

In the event the application is granted, and the resultin~ 

tariff pUblication is made, s~ch publication would result in'an annual 
revenue.increase of approxilnately $1,300. The increase resulting from 
the proposal herein would not increase $miser's california intrastate 
gX'oss revenue by as much as one percent. 

The application was listed on the Commission's Dai~y 
Calendar of May 9, 1978. NooDjeetions to the granting of the appli­
cation has been receiveQ. 

In the circumstances, the Commission finds that the proposal 
is justified. A public hearing is not necessary. The Commission con-. 
cludes that the application should be granted as set forth in the 
e."'l.suing oro.er. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. Weste:n Motor Tariff Bureau, I:c., Agent, is hereby author­

ized to publish in its Local,' Joint and Proportional Freight and 
Express Tariff No. 111, cal. P.U.C.No. 15, on behalf of Samjo, Inc., 
doing business as Smiser Freight Service, the valuation rules. as 
specifically set forth in Appendix A attached hereto and· by this 
reference made a part hereof. 

2. ~ariff publications authorized to be made as a result of 

the order herein shall ~e filed no~ earlier than the effective date 
of this order and may be made effective not earlier ~~an five days 
after the effective date of this order on not less than five days' 
notice to the Commission· ~~d to ~~e public. 

-2-



_ A. 58053 - FS 

3. The authority herein granted shall expire unless exereised 
within ninety days after 'the e£fe~tive date of this order. 

This orde: shall become effective thirty days after the 
date hereof. 

Dated at __ S_Qll_Fran __ e1S_SCQ ___ , california, this £ day 
of ____ ~~~~~~Eu~e~~~R~ ____ , 1978. 
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APPENDIX A 

, Samjo, Inc., doing business as Smiser Freight Service,' is 
authorized to publish rules and requlations governing valuation in 
Wes.tern Motor Tariff Bureau, Inc., Agent, Local, Joint and Propor­
tional Freight and Express Tariff No. 111, cal. P.U.C~ No. lS as 
follows: 

VALUATION: Except as otherwise provide<i in. connec­
tion with individual ratings in the governing clas­
sification, exception sheet or exceptions thereto' 
published in this tariff, the rates in ~iis tariff 
are basea on property declared to· be of value not 
exceeding S50.00 for any shipment except electronic 
products, and $125,.00 for an Electronic pro<!l:uct ship­
ment (containing one or more packages) of any aggre­
gate weisht o·f 2S pounds or less, a v~lue not ex­
ceed-ing S2.00 per pound on any shipment except el.ec­
tronic'products and S5.00 per pound on any electronic 
products shipment (containing one or more packages) 
of any aggregate weight exceeding 2S pounds. If 
value is not declared, such shipment shall be deemed 
to have been released at the aforesaid values. When 
value greater than above specified is declared in 
W%'iting on the shipping document at the time and 
place of shipment, ~~ere shall be a charge for excess 
value at the rate of 20 cents for each SlOO.OO or 
fraction thereof, declared' in excess of therespeetive 
values stated ab,ove. 

In all other respects, the provisions of Western Motor 
Tariff Bureau, Inc., Agent, Local, Joint and Proportional Frei9ht 
and Express ~aJ:i;f;f No. 11l. cal. P.U.C. No. lSshall apply. 

(END OF APPE..~:OIX A) 


