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Decision No. 

. .. 
" 

89856 -----
JAN 16~1919 

BEFORE TEE PO'BLIC UTILITIES COl111ISSION OF TXE ST~ OF CALDORN""'J.A 

In the Matter or the Application 
of William H. Roley tor Authority 
to control the Susan River Park 
Water Co., Inc. 

OPINION 
--~-- ........ 

Application No. 58477 
(Filed November 20, 1978) 

William H. Roley (Buyer) requests authority 'Wl<ier 
Section 854 or the California Public Utilities Code to control the 

Susan River Park Water Co., !nc., through purchase o! all or the 
outstanding stock from the Estate or Joseph Nevis (Seller), for the 
sum 0'£ 53,600 in cash. 

The Susan River Park Water Co., Inc. provides domestic 
water service to approximately 26 domestic flat rate se~ce c~nnec
tions and. tb...-ee tire hydrants in an area desc:"ibed as Susan River 

i 

Park Numbers 1 and 2, in .or near Johnstonv111e" Lassen County, 
Calii"or.c.ia. 

SustJ.'C. :River Park Water Co., Inc. was granted a Certi!icate 
of Public Convenience and Necessity, and authorized to issue not to 
exceed 535,800 par value or its capital stock, by Decision No. 64895, 
Februa...-y 5, 1963, in Application No. 44610. 

The utility's a:c:o.ual report, as or December 31, 1977, shows 
that 2,200 shaJ:-es 0'£ 510 par value were issued and all were owed b:.1 
Mr. Joe Nevis, Jr., now deceased. The report shows that the orig;'Oal 
cost 0'£ the water utility was $23,127.81, with $8,355.78 reserve tor 
deprec'iation, resulting in a :let book cost 01: $14, m.o~. The water 
system plant consists o! one l6-inch dia:meter well ;~ teet deep, 
producing 250 gpm., one 2,OOO-gallo:c. steel storage ta:ck, and 1,714 teet 
or 6-ineh diameter AC m8;~s. 
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This utility has had serious pressure problems in the past, 
but there have been no complaints since early 1976. The stat! has 
discussed the qualit,y or service with one or th~ tormer complainants, 
who states that they ~e not having pressure problems.now, but that 
the.y are still unable to :lSe two outlets at once, tor example, a 
washing machine and a shower, or two showers. 

By Decision No. 64895 the utili~ was directed to, on or 
betore April 1, 196;, install necessary tacilities "to provide tor the 
reasonable continuation ot an adequate supply 01' water in case o! 
!ailure of the initial service of supply .. " A well was eventually 
drilled (circa 1975), 'but has not been connected.. The staf't' has 
determined, from the present manager and operator, Mr. Pertield, 
that the well has been drilled to a depth of over 500 teet at 26-inch 
diameter, a 12-inch casing installed and gravel packed, the well 
developed and tested at 800 gpm, a!ld is ready tor use, needing o:c.l:r 
installation and connection ot a pump. Reportedly insu:rticient 
!ina.:c.ces hav~ been available to complete the installation.. ~e sta!:t' 
has been advised that Buyer intends to have the well connected. 

Seller desires to dispose ot the sYstem to liquidate all 
probate estate assets or the deceased owner, and Buyer desires to 
acquire the system because he wants additional income. 

Buyer alleges he has had tive yelJ:rs' experience in water 
supply, but is retaining Mr. :Russell Pertield, a resident of 
Janesville, which is approximately 7 miles distant, tor the actual 
operation ot the system. Mr. Pertield has operated the S7stem tor 
the preceding year. 

Buyer's financial statement, Exhibit A to the application, 
indicates that he has su!!icient !inancial resources to operate and 

maintain the water utility. 
The attorney tor the estate has advised the customers o! the 

proposed transfer by letter dated ~ecember 8, 1978, a copy ot whieh 
has been received by the staff. 
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After consideration the Commission rinds that the proposed 
trans!er would not be adverse to the public interest. ~e application 
should be granted. A public hearing is not neeessar.1. 

The authorization granted shall not be constr~ed as a !inding 
or the value o! rights and properties to be tra:c.srerred. 

ORDER .... ~ .... --
IT IS ORDERED that William H. Roley may control Susan River 

Park Yater Co., Inc. 
The effective date or this order shall be thirt.y days atter 

the date hereof. 
Dated a.t ________ , Cali!ornia, this . If: tJ. day 

or JANuARl. , 1979. 

coilllliissioners 
)'1 
-.. 


