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Decision No. 89902 'JAN 1S 1975 

BEFORE THE' PUBLIC utILITIES COMMjCSSION OF n-lE STATE OF CALIFO~~IA 

Investigation on t.he Commission's) 
own motion into the safety )' 
appliances and procedures of the ), 
SAN ~~CISCO BAY JlJr:.EA RAPID ) 
'I'RA.."iSI't DIS1"RICT. ) , 

--------------------------), 

~se ~o. 9867 
(Filed February 4, 1975) 

~lco1rn Barrett and Sherwood C. Wakeman, Attorneys 
at LEw, tor Bay Area kapid Trans~t District, 
res,pondent. 

Charles R. l(.ioodhouse, for Parsons Brinckcrhoff ... 
Tudor-Bechtel; Pettit, Evers & ~~rtin, by 
JoscRh Y~rtin. Jr., Attorney at ~w, for Rohr 
Corporat~on; Cnarles M. Carver and Willard 
Wattenb~rz, for themselves; '1'. Rici"'..lrd Bro~) 
Attorney at Law, for 'tRW, Incorporatca; Don W. 
Miller, for Greyhound Lines, Inc.; John Sutter, 
for tbe City of O.lkl.:lnd; Gco=gc P. Agnost, 
City Attorney, by Leonard Snaidek~ Attorney at 
Law, for the City an~ County ot San Francisco; 
and Willi~~ L. Moore, for the Oakland Fire 
De?~rtmcnt; lntcrested parties. 

Rich.'l.rd D. Rosenberg, Attorney .'l.t Law, for the 
~o~~ission st~ft. 

TENTH INTER IM ORDER 

After telephone notice on J3nuary 18, 1979 7 hearing in this 
proceeding w3S held before Commissioner Richard D. Gr3velle and 
Com:nissioncr Cl.:lire T. Dedrick on J.lnU3ry 19, 1979 for the pUkpose of 
receiving further eviclence regarding the safety of operation of BA..~'I 

and, in p~rticular, the .:tccident which occurred in the BAR'! San 
Francisco Bay Tunnel on Wednesday, J.lnuary 17, 1979. 

After hearing the testimony, statements, .:x.nc! reco:n:nendZ1tions 
of the general ~nagcr of BP~T) the fire chiefs of the cities of San 
Francisc'o .:tnd. Oakland, the vice-mayor of Oakl~nd, the deputy chief of 
the California Occupatior~l HC.llth and Safety Administration, 
Dr. Willard Wattenbe=g.) transit reprcsent.:ltives, and .l number of 
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individuals) it: is found, t:h~t it ?l:'csently is not s;Lfe for BART to 
operate rcven~ service through the S.ln Fr.:lncisco Eay 'runnel.. It is 
concluded that the San F~3ncisco B.:ly Tunnel should be closed to 
revenue service :l.S hcre::fter ordered .lnd th.:!t the vero.ll oreer 
issued by Commissioner Cravelle .:inc. Commissioner Ded::ick on J.lnuary 19, 

1979 should be r.ltificc. 
IT IS ORDERED eh.:l.t tr.e followinz verb.:l.l order issued by 

Co:ornissioncr Rich.:l..rd D. Gr.lvclle .lnC. Commissioner Cl.lire T.· Dedrick - -
on Janu.o.ry 19, 1979 during the hC.lring in this proceeding is hereby 

ratified: 
"The 'Ir.lnsbay tube will retr..'lin closed un.til further 

order -of the Conrnission; no service to be provided therein. 

"It will be reopened on further order 0·£ the Commis.si~n, 
.?nd we will provide BARl' .In. oppo·rtunity on 24-hour notice ~o 
convene another he3ring, which could result in the opening' 

of th.lt service, the 24-hour notice to be provided to the 
Commission IS Ex.ecutive Director" when you o'lre ready to proceed. 

"Th.:lt he~ring, .and as conditions precedent to the 
Co~~ission's gr~nting ~uchority :0 rcinsci~ute service, will 
depend upon B&~T'S supplying sworr. testimony to this 
Co::uuission, which • ...... i11 justify the structural integrity of 
both tunnels, both structurally anc opcration~lly. 

'~ith regard to the M-2 tunnel, the fire tunnel, we 

expect i:l.dc?cnc.cnc verification from either the Division 
of !ndustriOll Safety or: Caltr.:tns,. chct t~t tunnel is 

structurally sound. 
HAnd we expect that th:.tt: will be done before ;Lny 

guniting is cOrn:l.enced on the surf3c'c of the roof· of the 
tunnel. 

liThe second condition is tha t we ~ ...... ill have .:1 

de'tcrmina cion p'rcs~nted to us, .:tg:.tin by sworn testimony, 

of .the c:.tus~ of the smoke i:l the gcllcry ... ~nd BA..~:r's p1:ln 
eo elim,in.a,ee chat: situation .. 
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"Number three, Condition 2 musC be concurred in by 

the Fire Chiefs of both Oakl.lnC. ..lnd S.ln Francisco. 
"And ~ will expect tM: BART will .::.rr:J.nge for their 

testimony in support of th.:lt pl.ln. 
"Nu~cr Fou::, .:1Solin to the sctisf.lction of both the 

San F:::'.:lncisco and Oakla!'l.ci Fire De p.:l:'t:':lCnts , t~: BART holS 

provided for the .lv.lil.:lbility of emergency vehicles, golf 
c.:lrcs, .:nd eom."Ilun.ic3tion £.acilities, to the: s.o.tis.f.lction of 
chose Fire Chiefs. 

IIAnd also, the aV.:lil:J.bility of breathing equipment, 
the oxygen. 

"Number Five, BART is to supply us, in conjunction 
with the Fire Chiefs of both Oakl..lnd and S~n Francisco, 
3 plan which will recognize that in .lny fire incidc!'l.t 
within the Transbay tube, that the incident Co~nder will 
be the Fire Chief of the jurisdiction in which· the incident 
occurs. 

"And Number Six, .lnd last, tholt BART h..:ls provided a 
mC.lns .:lnd a pl.:ln by which the g.lllery doo::- problem,. both 
to the gallery .lnd :::-0:1. the gallery, has been solved. 

"A."'l.d when those m.lte:-i.lls can be p:-esented to the 

Cor.:mission, by way of swo:-n testimony J the Commission .. ..rill 
.::.cc forchwith, .:lnd ZlS quickly as possible, thereafter. 
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"It 

this one 

'" d.ly or 

could be done by ",nother oral order entered as 

is, or it could be done by written order, wi~hin 
two, after the testimony is received by :he 

Commission." 
The effective date of this ordek due to emergency 

circumstances, public need, and public s~fcty is the ~te hereof. eIr 
Da ted at &m lnu:~..co , Californi~) this _ (,wi.. -

JAN'J:"tt'~ day of ) 1979. 

commissioners 
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