
Decision No. 90061 MAR 1 3 1978 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of Miss Jewell French 
and Miss Mary Wes~erfield doing 
bUSiness as Audrain Water Company 
to sell and Lawrence Braun and 
Robyn Braun to buy the water 
system 1n Audra1n, El Dorado County_ 

o PIN ION ------- .... 

Application No. 58622 
(Filed JanuarJ" 24, 1979 ) 

Miss Jewell French and Miss Mary Westerfield (Sellers) 
request authority under Sections 851-854 of the Californi.a Public 
Utilities Code to sell and transfer, and Lawrence Braun .and 
Robyn Braun (Purchasers) to buy the Audrain Water Company. 

The Audrain Water Company is a small utility proV1dL~g 
flat rate domestic water service to two full-time and seven part­
time customers at a location approximately one mile west of 
Little Norway, in El Dorado County, California. The water supply 
is from springs located on the property, flowing by gravity to 
two 2,600-gallon redwood storage tanks and thence to the customers 
through approximately 1,900 linear feet of two- and three-inch 
diameter plastiC and galvanized pipes. The original cost of the 
system, as of December 31, 1916, is given in the annual report of 
that date as $9,633, with $3,301 reserve for depreciation .. for a 
net book cost of $6,272. Land value is $4,944 of the or1einal cost, 
wi th mains and tank.s the rema1ning $4,689. 

The utility was granted a Certificate of Public Convenience 
and Necessity by DeciSion No. 49756, dated March 9~ 19S4, in 

Application No. 349L~1, which was transferred to Sellers by Dec.1sion 
No. 67416, dated June 23~ 1964~ 1n Applica.tion No. 46036'. 
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. The water system was sold to Lawrence Braun ana Robyn Braun 
(present Purchasers) as part of a sale of the land on which it was 
located, in August 1977, but Commission approval was not secured. 
An application was made but was returned tor correction and was not 
resubmitted. 

The condition of the system and the ownership was thoroughly 
reviewed in the recent hearing 1n Case No. 10426, and Decision 
No. 89664, dated November 28, 1978, was issued. By this decision 
the Commiss1on ordered the filing of this application within thirty 
days after the effective date of the order. This application was 
timely filed. 

During the investigation for Case No. 10426, Mr. Braun 
informed the staff that they had paid $3,000 for the water system, 
over and above the cost of the residence and its premises. 

Purchasers are both regularly employed. Mr. Braun is an 
employee of the Postal Service. They are considered to have adequate 
financial resources to maintain and operate the water system. 

Subsequent to the noted sale and transfer in 1977, this 
Commission has received complaints from customers necessitating 
the hearing in Case No. 10426. Decision No. 89664, in addition to 
ordering the filing of this application to transfer, also ordered 
repair of the two 2,600-gallon storage tanks, after approval of the 
transfer, and proh1bitea addition of new customers w1thout approval 
of this Commission. 

There are no customer deposits to establish credit, nor 
any main extension advances. 

The customers are aware of the transfer through contact 
with the Purchasers since 1977. 

The system is adequate for its present use if properly 
mainta1ned. 
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Afte~ consideration the Com:iss1on fL~ds that sale ~~d 
transfer of the util1ty is ~ot adverse to the ?uoli~ L~te~est and 

should be approved. A public hearing is not necessary. As there 
appears to be no reason !or delay, and as this application for 
trans~e~ has been directed by this Cocm1ssion, the effective date 
of this order shall be the date of the order. 

It can oe seen w:. ':h certa1:lty that there is no poss1bil.! ty 
that the activity in question may have a s1gni~1cant effect on the 
envi.."""Onment. 

The authoriZation herein gr~~ted shall not be constrJed 
as a finding 0: the value of the rights and properties herein 
authorized to be transferred 'nor as indicative 0: amounts to be 
l..~cluded. in proeeed1.:lgs tor the dete:"'n't.'"lation of just and reasonable 

. rates. 
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IT IS ORDER:E:D that: 

1. T~e sale 0: t~e wate= s.rs~e: (a:d ot~e='=elated assets) 
i:1 August 1977 to Law=e:::.ce E=ac a:c.c. :ao~r- 3=au:. is he=e'by 
=ecog:izec. ~c. its t=a:c.s!e= !=o: ~ss Jewell ~e:c~ a:d 
y~ss ~a.~ weste=!ield to ~he 3=a~s is autAo=izee as of the 

2. As a condition of this grant of authority, ?urchasers 
shall assume the public utility obligations 0: Sellers w1th~ the 
area served by the water syste~ beL~ tr~~s:er~ed and shall assume 
liaoility ~or retunds of all existL~ customer deposits an~ advances 
perta~~~ to the water syste~ being tr~~s:erred) it any_ Purcr~sers 

shall send notice of the assumption of liability !or re~ds to 
all custocers affected. 

;. ~ .. ti t.!:li:l te:l c.ays a!"te:" t~e e!!ective date ot t=.is o=c.er, 
?~chasers sha!l :::.otity t~e Co==issio~, ~ w=iti:g, o! t~e date o! 
co:?letio~ a:c. of the assu:ptio~ of the ooligatio~s set !o=t~ ~ 
paragraph 2 of this order. 
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~. ?~e=ase=s shall ei~~er file a state:e~t a~op~i:g the 
ta.-itts ot Sellers ~ow o~ file with this Co~ssio~ or retile un~er 
their own ~a:e those t~i!!s ~ aeeo~~ee with the procedures 
p=escrioe~ by Ge~eral Cree~ No. 96-A.. No ~crease ~ rates shall 
be :ade unless authorized by this Co~~~ssion. 

5. Selle=s shall deliver to ?~ehase=s~'~~ the latter shall 
receive ~ prese~e all reeo~s, :e:o~~, ~~ pa?er5 pe=ta~;i~g 
to t~e construction ~ operation ot the water s.7ste: authorized 
to be tr3.:l.s!e=rec.. 

6. 'Wi tJ:.i:l tJ:i=ty c.3J'S atter the date ot tllis order ?..::r:cl:.asers 
sb.a1l cause to be filed with the CO::I:lis si 0::' , i:l such tOr.:l as 
it ~ presc=ibe, an ~ual report coveri:g t~e operations ot 
Sellers for the eale:dar year 1978. 

7. Upon cO:l'Pliance wi tb. allot t::'e ter:s a::.d eo::.<!i tions ot 
this o=der, Sellers shall be relieved ot their public utility 
obligations in co~ection with the water system transferred. 

~e ettective date of this order is the date he:e~!. 
Da~ed at San B"r:tneiMO , Calitor:ia, tbis (3"'-

day of ____ ~_j' .... _/lR_C_H_· ___ , 1979. 
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