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Decision No. 90113 1 MAR 271979 

BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES CO!'1MISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORl.~IA 

Application of tbe CITY OF E~~RSFIELD) 
for an Order authorizing construction) 
of a crossing at separatec grades be- ) 
tween Chester Avenue and the tracks of) 
the Southern Pacific Tr~sportation ) 
Company, somti~es referred to as the ) 
"Cbester Avenue Underpass". (PUC No. ) 
B-31l.2) ) 

o PIN ION -------

Application No. 58530 
(Filed December 18, 1978) 

The City of Bakersfield requests authority to construct a 
grade separation structure, to be kno"h'n as the "Chester AVe:lue 
Underpass, ,. u..-,.der the trs.ck s of the Southern Paoi fic Tra...-,.sportati on 
Company's Main Line in the City of Bakersfield, Kern County. 

The City of Bakersfield is the lead a~ency for the project 
pursuant to the Califo~ia ~viro~ental Quality Act of 1970, as 
amended, Public Resources Code, Section 21000 et sec. 

~ . 
After preparation and revie~: of an Initial Study, the City 

of Bakersfield issued a Negative Declaration and approved the project. 
On February 9, 1979, a Notice of Determination was filed with the Ke~ 
C01l.'"lty Clerk, which found that "The project "hill not have a significant 
effect on the environment." 

The Co~ission is a re~onsible age~cy for this p=oject 
under CEQA an~ has independently evaluatec and assessed the lead 
agency I S 1m tial Study and Negative Declarati on. The site of' the 

'proposed project has also been inspected oy the Comoission staff. 
Chester Avenue, a major north/south arterial in the City of 

Bakersfield, is experiencing severe traffic congestion where it crosses 
the railroad tracks at grace. Over the years, Chester Avenue has been 
developed to fourwlane and six-lane standards, and major structures 
have been built to carry it under or over principal natural or 
artificial barriers. The proposed project, when completed, will remove 
the last major barrier to public travel on this established thorough­
fare and reduce congestion and delays. The project is located in a 
commercial area. 
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Notice of the application was published in the Comoission's 
Daily Calendar on December 20, 1978. No protests have been received. 
A public, hearing is not necessary. 

FINDINGS --------
After consideration, the Comoission finds: 

1. Applicant should be authorized to construct the "Chester 
Avenue underpass" 1.l.."'lder the tracks of' the Southern Pacific Transpor-
~'C 'M' L' '~~ C'~ ~ Bak ~~~' ld K C t ta~lon ompany s •• aln lne In ~~e lVJ o. e.~.le, ern oun y, 

at the locatio~ and substantially as sho~~ by the plans attached to 
the application, to be identified as Crossing B-3ll.2-B. 

2. Upon completion of the underpass, applicant should close and 
physically remove the existing Chester Avenue grade crOSSing, identified 
as Crossing B-3l1.2. 

5. Clearances should be in accordance with General Order 26-D. 
4. Walkways should confore to General Order 118. Walkway areas 

adjacent to any trackage subject to rail operations should be maintained 
free of obstructions and should promptly be restored to their original 
condition in the event of da~ge during construction. 

5. Construction and ma.intenance costs of the "Chester Avenue 
Underpass" should be 'borne in accordance ~'ith an agreement to be 
entered into 'between the parties relative thereto, a"'ld copies of the 
agreement, together with plans of the crossing approved 'by the Southern 
Pacific Tr~"'l~ortation Company, should be filed ~~th the Commission 

, prior to co:n:nencing construction. Should the parties fail to agree, 
the Co:n:nission will apportion the· costs of construction and 
maintenance by further order. 

6. The City of Bakersfield is the lead agency for the project 
pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970, as 
amended. 

7. The Commission is a responsible agency for this. project ~d 
has independently evaluated and assessed the lead agency's Initial 
Study and Negative Declaration. 

8. Tbi s project will have no signific3l'lt impact on the 

'''-v- en viro:::lment • 
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CON C L U S ION S -----------
On the 'bo.sis of the fo:-egoing .findings, we conclude that 

the application should be gr~~ted as ret ~o=th in the follohing order. 

o R D E R 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. The City of Bake:'sficld is authorized to construct th0 

"Chester Avenue Underpass" ~der the t:::-acks of the Southern Pacific 
Transportation Company's Main Line in theoCity of Bakersfield, Acrn 
County, as set forth in the ficdi~s of this decision. 

2. Within thirty days after co~pletion, pursu~~t to this order, 
:;pplic ant shall so ac.vise the CO:::=lissi on i.."1.wri ting. 

This autto:-i:ation shall expi:-e if not exercised within three 
yeo.J:'s unle ss time be extended 0:- if the soove conCi tions are not 

" d '~", co:np ... l.C .,.,':!. ...... Authorization ~oy oe revoked or modified if public 
convenience, necessity or safety so :-equire. 

The effective date of this order shall be thirty days after 
the date herco':- • 

Dated at , Coli:'or;1i::.., thi s J- ret -------------------- ~~---------
day of IlAACH _______________________ , 1979. 

'CO:::n1sS1onor'Rici".nrd D. 'Gr::-.vollo 9 , 'bo1ns 
necessar1ly nbscnt. di~ not participate 
in tho d1~po~1t~on or this procecci~~. 
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