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Decision No. __M ; - MR 27 }979 OR&@&MA&

BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIZS COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Application of the CITY OF BAXERSFIZLD)

for an Order authorizing construction )

of a crossing at separated grades be-

tween Chester Avenue and the tracks of Application No. 58530
the Southern Pacific Traznsportation (Filed Deceaber 18, 1978)
Coapany, somtimes referred to as the

”Cheste; Avenue Underpass". (FUC No.

B-311.2

The City of ZBakers U authority to construct a
grade separation structure, to be known as the "Chester Avenue
Underpass,” under the tracks of the Southera Pacific Transportation
Comparny's Main Line in the City of Bakersfield, Xern County.

The City of Bakersiield is the lead agency for the project
Pursuant to the California Eavironmental Quality Act of 1970, sas
amended,/?ub*lc Resources Code, Section 21000 et seq.

After preparation and review of an Initial Study, the City
of Barersfield issued a Negative Declaration and approved %he project.
On February 9, 1979, a Notice of Determination was filed with the Kern
County Clerk, whick found that "The project will not have a significent
effect on the environment.”

The Commission is a responsidle ageney for this project
under CEQA and has independently evaluated and assessed the lead
agency's Initial Study and Negative Declaration. The site of the
‘proposed project has also been inspected by the Commission staff.

Chester Avenue, a major north/south arterisl in the City of
Bakersfield, is experiencing severe traffic congestion where it c¢rosses
the railroad tracks at grade. Over the years, Chester Avenue has been
developed to four-lane and six-lane standards, and major structures
have been bullt to carry it under or over principal natural or
artificial barriers. The proposed project, when completed, will renmove
the last major barrier to pudblic travel on this established thorough-
fare and reduce congestion and delays. The project is located in a
commercial area.
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Notice of the application was published in the Commission's
Daily Calendar on December 20, 1978. No protests have been received.
A pudblic hearizng is not necessary.

FINDINGS

After consideration, the Commission finds:

1. Applicant chould de authorized to construct the "Chester
Avenue Underpass” under the tracks of the Southern Pacific Transpor=-
tation Company's Main Line in the City of Bakersfield, Xern Couxty,
at the location and substantially as shown by the plans attached to
the application, to be identified as Crossing B-311.2-B.

2. Upon completion of the underpass, applicant should close and
physically remove the existing Chester Avenue grade crossing, identified
as Crossing B-3ll.2.

5. Clearances should be in accordance with General Oxdexr 26-D.

&. Walkways should conform %o General Order 118. Walkway areas
adjacent to any trackage sudbject to rail operations should be maintained
free of obstructions and should »romptly be restored to their original
condition in the event of damage during construction.

5. Construction and mainternance costs of the "Chester Avenue
Underpass” should be borne in accordance with an agreement to de
entered into between the parties relative thereto, and copies of the
agreement, together with plans of the c¢crossing approved by the Southern
Pacific Transportation Company, should be filed with the Commission

~prior to commencing coanstruction. Should the parties fail to agree,
the Commission will appoxtion the.costs of construction and
mintenance by further oxder.

6. The City of Bakersfield is the lead agency for the project
pursuant to the California Exnvironmental Quality Ac¢t of 1970, as
amended.

7- The Commission is a responsible agency for this.project and
has independently evaluated and acsessed the lead agency's Initial
Study and Negative Declaration.

8. This project will have no significant impact on the
environment.
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CONCLUSIONS

On the basis of the foregoing findings, we conclude that
~

the application should be granted as cet forth in the following order.

022

IT IS ORDERED zhat:

1. The City of Bakersficld is authorized 1 Jols
"Chester Avenuve Underpass" under the tracks of tt o Pacific
Transportation Company's Main Line in the City of Bakersfield, Xemmn
County, as set forth iz the findings of this decision.

2. Within thirty days after completion, purshant

rplicant shall s0 advise the Commission in writing.
authorization shall expire if not exercised within

years unless time be extended or if the above conditions are not
complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if pubdlic
convenience, necessity or safety so recguire.

The elffective date of this orde
the date hereofl.

Dated at
day of KARCH

n T. Stursocs, beizg
a1d not particizd 0

b alld

£ this procecdlizny.

CommisslioneT Vorae
nocessarily avbsont,
4 tho Gisponiiien ©

Cozmissioner Richard D. Gravelles, bolng

noecessarily abseant, did not participate
in trho dlspositioa of this procecding.
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