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Decision No. 90114 J MAR 27 1979 

BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFO:LlIA 

APPLICATION OF TEE CITY OF SU1~~ALE 
FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A GRADE SEPA­
RAT ION OF WOLFE ROA] OVER THE SOUTHERN 
PACIFIC TRANSPORTATION COMPANY'S MAIN 

OIINION -------

Application No. 58649 
(Filed February 1, 1979) 

The City of Sunnyvale requests authority to construct 

Wolfe Roac at separated grade over the main line tracks of the 
Sou.thern Pacific Tra.:lsportation Co:r:pa!ly i!l the City of Sumlyv'ale, 
Santa Clara County. Auth~ity is also requested to close and 
physically remove the at-grade crossing ot Wolfe Road (E-,9.7) upon 
com?letion of the overpass. 

The priority list of grade separation projects for the 
fiscal year 1978-79, as set forth in Decision 88956, shows this 
project as Priority No. 26. 

The City of S~yvale is the lead agency for this project 
pursuant to the Environmental Quali~ Act of 1970, as amended, 
Public Resources Code, Section 21000 et seq. 

After preparation and review of an Environmental Impact 

Report, the City of Sunnyvale approved the project. On January 2, 
1979, ~ Notice of Determination w~s filed with the Santa Clara 
County Clerk, which fOU!ld that "The project will not have a significant 
effect on the environ.::lent." 

The COmmission is a responsible agency for this project 
~der CEQA and has independently evaluated and assessed the lead 
agency's Environ:ental Impact Report. The site of the proposed 
proj~ct has also been inspected by the Commission staff. 

Wolfe Road, a major vehicular route in the city, is 
experiencing severe traffic congestion where it crosses the railroad 
tracks at grade. Anticipated ~creases in vehicular traffic on 
Wolfe Road will further aggravate the problem in the near future. 
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~ The proposed project, when completed, Should improve traffic flow in 

the area and reduce co~gestion and delays.. The project is adjacent 
to an industrial/commercial area. 

Notice of the application was published in the Commission's 
Daily Calendar on February 2, 1979. No protests have been received. 
A public hear~g is not necessary. 

E.IN~.lNQS 

1. Applicant Should be authorized to construct Wolfe Road at 
separated grade over the main line tracks of the Southern Pacific 
Transportation Company in the City of Sunnyvale, Santa Clara County, 
at the location and substantially as sho~ by the plans attached to 
the application, to be identified as Crossing E-39.7-A. 

2. Upon completion of the grade separation, the ~t-grade 
crossing of Wolfe Road (E-39.7) should be closed and physically 
removed. 

3. Clearances should be in accordance with General Order e No. 26-D. 
4. Walkway areas should cO:li'.orm to General Order 118. Walkways 

adjacent to any trackage subject to rail operations should be main­
tained free of obstructions and should promptly be restored to their 
original condition in the event of damage during construction. 

5. Construction and maintenance costs should be borne in 
accorda:nce .... '1. th a.'"l agreement to be e:ltered int 0 between the pa:'ties 
relative thereto, and a copy of said agree~ent, together with plans 
of the cross~g approved by the Southern Pacific Tran~ortation 
Company, should be filed with the Commission prior to commenCing 
construction. Should the parties fail to agree, the Commission will 
apportion the costs of construction and maintenance by further order • 

. 6. Applicant is the lead age:::lcy for this project pursuant to 
tbe California Environmental Quality Act of 1970, as amended. 

7. The Co~ission is the responsible agency and bas independently 
evaluated and assessed the lead agency's Enviro~ental Impact Report. 
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tit 8. The project .... i.11 have no significant impact on the environ-
ment. 

CON C L U S ION S ----...-.-----------.. 
On the oasis of the foregoing findings, we conclude that 

the application should be granted as set forth in the fo110 .... ing order: 

o R D E R -----
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. The City of Sunnyvale is authorized to construct Wolfe Road 
at separated grade over the main line tracks of the Southern Pacific 
Transportation Company in the City of Sunnyvale, Santa Clara County, 
as set forth in the findings of this deciSion. 

2. Within thirty days after completion, pursuant to this order, 
applicant shall so advise the Commission in .... ~iting. 

This authorization shall expire if not exercised within three 
years unless ti~e be extended or if the above conditions are not 
complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if public 

~ convenience, necessity or safety so require. 
The effective date of this order sball be thirty days after 

the date hereof. 
Da ted at ____ Sa.n __ h_~_c::I8CO ___ , Cal ifornia, this _.:;.;;':-:,7_CL. __ 

day of ___ ....;~~iA:.:.:.R.x.aCe--..-:!r...-___ 1979 

, ~~ 
"COI:Cn1"!:::lioncl" V~r:!l"on z. Sturgeon. 'being 
neco::;:o.::-i::':t cl;"o:1t.. die. nvt p:l:'t1c1po:to 
i::1 tho (.i:;;po:;::.t':'O::l of t.!ll5 ,roccociI:l.8_ 

C()~i5~ion~r Ric~~re D. Grnvello y being 
~ocos~a~11y abzo~t. did not part1c1~to 
in \~O d1:poc1tion 0: t~i~ procecdinz. 

~Siaen~ 


