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BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFO~~IA 

Application of the CITY OF :P.AYWA.~ ) 
for an Order authorizing construction ) 
of a crossing at separated grades between ) 
"A" Street a..."'ld the tracks of the Southern ) 
Pacific Transportation Co~pany, sometimes ) 
referred to as the "A" Street Underpass ) 

OPINION - ..... _----

Application No. 56,33 
(Filed March 16, 1976) 

(Amended August 22, 1978) 

The City of Hayward requests authority to construct "A" 

Street at separated grades over the tracks of the Southern Paci!ic 
Transportation Company in the City of Hayward, Alameda County. The 

aID§ndillQnt t5 t~~ a~~li~~tic~ ~evis~~ ~be proposec construction ~ro= 
an underpa.ss to 9.!'l. overpass. 

The priority list of gra~e separation projects for the 
~isca1 year 1978-79, as set ~orth in Decision 88956, shows this 
project as Priority No. 19. 

The Citr,y or Hayward is the lead agency tor. this project 

pursuant to the California Environmental ~uality A~t of 1970, as 
amended, Public Resou~ces Code, Section 21000 et seq. 

After preparation ~d review of an Environmental Impact 
Report, the City of Hayward approved the project. On February 28, 
1979, a Notice of Dete~ination was filed with the Ala:eda County 
Clerk, which found 'that "The p~oject will have a significant i::::lpact 
on the environment." 

The Commission is a responsible agency for this project 
under CEQA and bas independently evaluated and assess~d the lead 
agency's Environmental Impact Report. The site of the proposed 
proj ect has also 'been i:lspected by tbe Commission staff .. 

Construction of the "A" Street overpass is a part of a 
larger project of tbe City of Raywa:-d to improve "A" Street, wbich 
is a major arterial street in the City. The present street facilities 
are substandard, causing severe traffic congestion and unsafe conditions. 
The proposed project, when cO::::lp1eted, should improve traffic flow and 
safety in the area and reduce congestion and delays. The project is 
in an area with a mixture of residential, commercial and industrial 
activities. 
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tt Anticipated significant environmental impacts are the 
displacement of businesses and residential dwelling units and the 
removal of vegetation and trees. The displacement of businesses and 
residential dwelling ~its will be mitigated by providing relocation 
payments and services. The removal of vegetation and trees will be 
mitigated by street planting and median strip landscaping. 

Notice of the application and the amendment were published 
in the Commission's Daily Calendar on March 17, 1976, and August 24, 
1978, respectively. No protests have been received. A public 
hearing is not necessary. 

FINDINGS 

1. Applicant should be authorized to construct a grade 
separation of "A" Street over the tracks of Southern Pacific Tra..."ls­
portation Company in the City of Hayward, Alameda Co~ty, at the 
location and substantially as sho~n by plans attached to the 
application, to be identified as Crossing No. D-20.0-A. 

2. Clearances should be in accordance with General Order 26-D. 
3. Walkway areas should confo=m to General Order 118. Walkway 

areas adjacent to any trackage subject to rail operations should be 
maintained free of obstructions and should promptly be restored to 
their original condition in the event of damage during construction. 

4. Construction and mainten~ce costs should be borne in 
accordance with an agreement to be entered into between the parties 
relative thereto, and a copy of the agreement, together with plans 
of the crossing approved by the Southern Pacific Transportation 
Company, Should be filed with the Commission prior to commencing 
construction. Should the parties fail to agree, the Co~ission will 
apportion the costs of co.ostruction and maintenance by further order. 

5. Applicant is the lead agency for this project pursuant to 
thp. California Enviro~ental Quality Act of 1970, as amended. 

6. The Commission is the responsible agency and has indepen­
dently evaluated and assessed the lead agency's Environmental Impact 
Report. 
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~ 7. The project may have significa~t impacts on the environme~t; 
however, mitigation measures should adequately offset the adverse 
impacts. 

8. Upon completion of the grade separation and its opening to 
vehicular traffic, applicant should. close and physically remove the 
existing "A" Street grade crossing, identified as Crossing D-20.0. 

CON C L U S ION ----------
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. The City of Hayward is authorized to construct a grade separa­
tion of "A" St:::'eet over the tracks of Soutne:::'!'l Pacific Transportatio!l 
Company in the City of Hayward, Alameda County, as set forth in the 
findings of this decision. 

2. With~ thirty days after completion, pursuant to this order, 
applicant shall so advise the CommiSSion in writing. 

This authorization shall expire if not exercised within three 
years unless time be extended or if the aoove conditions are not 
complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if public 
convenience, necessity or safety so require. 
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The effective date of this order shall be thirty days after 
the date hereo.:': 

Dated at San b'n.ndBoo , California, tbis _.;::Z~7_~ __ , 
day of ___ M;;;,:;A.;.;.R;;.;::CS.::.-,.J,S ______ , 1979. 
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Co:=1~::on~r Vcrno~ L. Sturgoon. bD~ 
n~cc:;;sarlly oO:;o::.t. a!d ~l ... t ,nrt1c1pate 
ill t:lo e.1::;p¢~1 tl:on ot tlUs procG~ 

'Com:n1~~io~or lUeh~rd D. ·GravclIe~. ooing 
neces::;Oorllj" 1l~:;Qct. cia :lot part!c1pato 
~ tho d!spos1t!O:l or this proeeediDS. 


