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Decision No. 90139 1 MAR 27 1979 

BEFOF.E THE PUBLIC TJ'!'!LITIES CO~!SSI()!~ OF 

In the Matte~ or the Appllcation ) 
of PACIFIC GAS A~m ELEC'!'Rlr. C()M?AW~ ) 
for a certit1cate of public ) 
convenience and necessity unde~ ) 
General Order No. 131 for a 500-kv ) 
Transmission Line from A~plicant's ) 
Gates Substation to A~plicant's ) 
G~eR~ Substation. ) 

) 
(Electric) ) 

-----------------------------) 

STA~E OF CALI?OP~IA 

Application No. 56~32 
(Piled June 7) 1976') 

ORDER DENYI:~G ?.EHEARI;JG 
O? DECISION NO. 89851 

Pacific Gas and Electric Comp~ny has filed an application 
for rehear1n~ of DeCision No. 89851. 

The Commission is of the opinion that the decision should be 
modified in orde~ to !u~ther info~rr. ?G&E of the type of ~~a1ysis 
necessa~y in prepa~in~ an adequate Environmental Impact Repo~t in 
f~.lin.c: an application in the futu~e. Therefore) 

IT IS ORDERED that Mimeo Pa~e 5 of DeciSion No. 89851 is 
modified by adding the following to the first paragraph ~~der 
Section A: 

Fund~~ental1y, the EIR should contain a discussion 
of whether or not public convenience and necessity require 
this project. A bootstrap ar~ument that Section 451 . 
mandat~s that a public ut~l1ty provide adequate service 
and that therefore this project is neces~ary will not be 
acceptable. 

Section A on ~~imeo Par.e 5 is ~urtne!'" :nodi~ied by adding the 
followin~ thereto: 

In short 1 the EIR must contain a discussion of 
various growth-pred1ctin~ methodolo~ies considered in 
prOjecting the ne~d for the trans~iss1on line and provide 
a justi~ication for the methodolor,y ult1~ately ado~ted. 
Additionally, the EIR should speCifically consider· the 
full ra~1r1catlons of a no-~roject alternat~ve in terms 
of its impact on growth and" conservation. 
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IT IS PURTHER ORDEP~D that Mimeo Pa~e 6 of DeCision No. 89851 
concerning the issue o~ route selection is modified by adding the 
following thereto: 

A proper selection process should consider the 
feaSibility of several possible routes with an in-depth 
assessment of environmental irnpacts and appropriate 
miti~at10n measures for each. Beneficial and adverse 
impacts within a proposed route should be weighed 
a~ainst each other, and then balanced a~ainst the impacts 
of another route> so that the route ultimately selected 
combines the most favorable benefits, least adverse impacts, 
and feasible mitigation measures of each route. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Y~meo Pa~e 7 of Decision 89851 
concernin~ the issue of growth inducin~ impact is modified by 
adding the fol1owin~ thereto: 

In particular, DeciSion No. 89905) Appendix B, 
issued Ja."luary 30) 1~79 11 'Jih1ch a.":'le:lc1$ Rule 17.1 of the 
CO~":'l!ssion's Rules of Practice and Procedure> sets out 
the specific criteria necessary for analyzin~ growth 
inducing impacts. 

IT IS FURTHER OP.DER~J) that rehear1n~ of Decision No. 89851 as 
modified herein is denied. 

The effective date of this order is the date hereof. 
Dated at San ~ > Cali:f"ornia> this r:f!::f-day of 

MARCB > 1979. 

Cocir.:::ie::o:, Vo:'!:on -11. Stu:"ccon. 'being 
=oce~~~ril1 ~~~on~, d~d r.vt purt1ciputo 
1:: .~o d;i.:;po:;;! tion ot. .tll!.s procood!.ng. 

Co;m:!.:s!or.c:- :\~,ch:')::."~l D. (;:::),".10110. ·ocint::; 
nccos:~~il1 n~:c~t. did ~Qt p~rtici~uto 
in ~~o d1~po~ition ot thi~ ~rocco~i=s. 
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