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Decision ~o. 90143 , MAR 29 1919 

BEFORE T:'3 FJELIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

APPLICATION OF TEE COUNTY OF ) 
LOS ANGELES FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A) 
GRADE SEPJL~TION OF GRE~1NOOD A~u3 ) 
UNDER THE ATCHISON, TOPEKA !u'l"D ) 
SA.\'TA FE RAILWAY COY.FA}.'Y' S r..A.IN LINE,) 
CROSSING NO. 2-149.5, IN THE CITY OF ) 
MONTEBELLO, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ) 

OPINION 

Application No. 57902 
(Filed February 28, 1978) 
(~ended November 20, 1978) 

The County of Los Angeles ~equests authority to const~uct 
Greenwood Avenue at separBtcd ~ades under the ~ain line tracks or 
The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Co~pany in the City of 
Donteoello, Los Angeles Co~~ty. 

The priority list of grade separation projects for the 
fiscal year 1978-79, a~ set forth in Decision No. 88956, shows this 
project as Priority No. 22. 

~he Co~~ty of Los ~~seles is the lead agency for this 
project pursuant to the California Enviro~ental Quality Act of 
1970, as amended, Public Reso~rces Code, Section 21000 et seq. 

After preparation ~~d review of ~~ Initial Study, the 
Co~~ty of Los ~~geles issued a Negative Declaration and approved 
the project and. on l1arch 28, 1978, filed a Notice of Deter~ination 
with the Los Angcle s County Clerk, ·,.;hich fou.~d that tiThe project 
will not have a significa..~t i:lpact on the environment. ". 

The Co~ission is ~ responsible agency for this project 

~~der CEQt and has independently evaluatec and assessed the lead 

~gency'8 Initi~l Study a~d ~eg~tivc Declaration. The site 0: the 
proposed project ~as also bee~ L~spected by the Commission statf. 

Greenwood Avenue is cln.ssificd as a major high\ .... ay in the 
Los Angeles Co~~ty Plan. It is eA?eriencing severe traffic conges
tio:.l., nnd ~nticip.'Atcd incrc."l.sc in vehicular tro.ffic will further 
aggregate the proble~ in the near future. The proposed project, 
when completed, should imp=ove traffic flow in the area and reduce 

~ congestion ~~d delays. 
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tit The pro.j cct is i!l an ~re:l. with .'J. mixture of dwelli..~gs o.nd 
indu~tri~l/commcrcial facilities. O~ the north side of the tracks . 
are residential homc~~ opartmcnts~ ~~d some commercial businesses. 
South of the tracks, the adjacent property, zoned M-2, is developed 
with various heavy manu!acturing establishments. Right-of-way 
acquisition 'lall result in the ~moval of some reSidential, commercial 
nnd ~anufacturing structures; however, relocation assistance will be 
availnblc for nll affected parties. 

Notice of the- 3.pplic:ltion and its amendment was published 
in the Commission'S Daily Calendar on March 2, 1978. and on November 
29. 1978, respectively_ No protests have been received. A public 
hearing is not necessary. 

FIN DIN G S ------- .... 
After consideration, the Commission finds: 

1. J....pplic~~t should be authorized to construct GreenWOOd 
Avenue at separated grades ~~der the main lL~e tracks of The 
Atchison, Topeku ~~d S~~ta Fe Railway Company in the City of . 
Montebello, Los Angeles Co~~ty. at the location and substantially 
as sho~~ by pl~s attached to the application, to be identified 
as Cro~sing 2-149.5-B. 

2. A detour will be reQuired for the Gre~nwood Avenue traffic, 
and a shoofly aro~d the ~~derpass bridge construction area will be 
required for the railroad tracks. The detour will cross the main 
line tracks and the shoofly trocks at grade crossings that should 
oe protected by relocating the gates from the eXisting Greenwood 
Avenue (Crossing 2-14 9.5) to the d~tour crossings. Upon completion 
of the ~~derposs, the existing Greenwood Avenue at grade crossing, 
the detour, ond the Shoofly tracks should be abandoned and removed. 

3. C lea!"cmces should be in :lccordance '.;li th General Order 26-D. 
4. Walkway areas should con!orm to General Order 118. Walkway 

areas adjacent to any trackage SUbject to rail operations should be 
maintained free of obstructions and should promptly be restored to 

tt their original condition in the event of damage during construction. 
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5. Constu:'ctio!'l and maintenance costs should be borne in. 
accordance ~ith an agree~ent to be entered into between the parties 
relative thereto, and 3 copy of soid agreement, together with pl~ns 
of the crossings approved. by The Atchiso:l, Topeka and Sa..."lta :Fe 
Railway Co~pany, should. be filed ~ith the Co~ission prior to 

. ~~. S~,~ ~~ ~~. ~ '1 t th COmme:lClng conS ... rUc ... lon. ..ou ... ~ ... _0 pa,.. ... lcs ~al 0 agree, e 

Co~~ission will apportion the costs of construction and maintenance 
by fu:'thcr order_ 

6.. Applicont is the lead ngcncy for the proj ect pursua...'"lt to 
the California Environmcntnl Quality Act of 1970, as amen.ded. 

7- The Co~~ission is a responsible agency for this project 
3:ld has independc:ltly evnluated and assessed the lend agency's 
Inital Study ~'"ld Negative Declaration. 

8_ This pro.jcct '..:ill have no significa..'1t impact on the 
cnviro:lmc:lt _ 

This project has a deadline of April 2, 1979, imposed 
by CALTRANS in order to ~ualify for funds fro~ the 1978-79 Priority 
List. To meet this deadline, authority from this Commission to 
construct the project is =equirec. Because of the ~~forseen 
c~ergency occasioned by this imposed deadline, this order \d11 be 
issued \·:ithout the :lctification ?u:::,suo.nt to Section 11125 of the 
Government Code. 

COX C L U S ION ----------
On the basis of the foregoing findings, we conclude 

that the application should be gra..'1.tcd as set forth in the following 
order: 

o R D E R 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. The County of Los A:lgeles is authorized to construct 

Groenwood Avenue r~t G0par3.tod grades u..."lder the !:lain line tracks of 
The Atchison, Topeka and Sa"lta Fe Railway Company in the City of e Montebello, Los A .... '1gelcG Cou.'1ty, as set forth in the findi..'1gs of this 
decizion. 
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2. Within thirty c.ays ::c:ter completion pursu.mt to this o:::-der, 

applic~nt shall so advise the Commission in writing. 
This o.uthoriz:.ltior; shall expire if not exercised ".,"ithin 

th~e0 years ~~less time be extended or if the obove conditions are 

not complied with. Authorization may be =evoked or modified if 
public convenience, necessity or safety so require. 

~he effective date of this order shall be thirty days 

after the date hereof. 
Dated at Sau b'rancwco Califo=nia, this 

day of __ --=MA~R;.;:;C=-~ _____ , 1979. 

~
PreS:l.en't 

~ '. 

. ?i A" e.==--


