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SD . 
Deci sion No. sb279 MAY 8 1979 

BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COl1l'lISSION OF TEE STATE O~Al 
In the Matter of the Application I 
,of the CITY OF LOS k~GELES, a 
municipal corporation., for authority 
to construct the Nordhoff Street Application No. 58717 
grade separation at S·outhern (Filed March 1, 1979) 
Pacific Transportatic1n Company's ) 
Coast Line ) 

OPINION 

The City of Los Angeles requests authority to construct 
Nordhoff Street at separated grades over the tracks of Southern 
Pacific Transportation Company's Coast Main Line in the City of 
Los Angeles, Los Angeles Co~ty. 

The City of Los ~ge1es is the lead agency for this project 
pursuant to the California Environ::lental Quality Act of 1970, as 
amended, Public Resources Code, Section 21000, et seq. 

After preparation and review of an Initial Study, the 
City of Los Angele~ issued a Negative Declaration and approved the 
project. On July 23, 1975, a Notice of Determination was filed with 
the Los Angeles County Clerk, which found that "This project WILL NOT 
have a significant effect on the environment." 

The CO::J.mission is a responsible agency for this project 
under CEQ! and has independently evaluated and assessed the lead 
agency's Initial Study and Negative Declaration. The site of the 
proposed project has also been inspected by the Commission staff. 

Nordhoff Street is a Federal Aid Urban (FAU)designated 
major arterial and is also designated as a major highway in the 
Highways and Freeways Element of the General Plan of the City. 
Corbin Avenue is a FAU designated minor arterial. Nordhoff Street 
is not presently a continuous street across Southern Pacific's 
tracks, and through traffic must now make two right-angle turns and 
cross the Southern Pacific Transportation Compa:::J.Y's Coast Main Line 
tracks at Corbin Avenue, causing traffic conflicts and delays. 
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4t The proposed project is located in the midst of an 
industrial-commercial complex, which was started in 1955. The 
entire area is zoned Light Industrial. Subdivisions on both sides 
of the proposed right-of-way were developed with advance knowledge 
of the project and, therefore, adequate future street easements have 
been dedicated for the grade separation. Consequently, no structures, 
property owners, or tenants will be removed or relocated due to the 
~roposed construction. 

Notice of the application was published in the Commissionts 
Daily Calendar on March 6, 1979. No protests have been received. 
A public hearing is not necessary. 

FINDINGS .... _--------
1. Applicant should be authori2~d to construct Nordbo££ Street 

at se~arated gradez over the tracks of Southern Pacific Transportation 
Com:po.ny· s Coast Main Li:J.e in the City of tos Angeles~ Los Angeles 

County, at the location ~d substantially as sho~~ by ?lans attached 
to the application, to oe identified as Crossi~g E-448.55-A. 

2. Clearances sbould be in accor~ce with General Order 26-D, 
except that du.~ng the period of construction a clear~ce of not 
less than 21'0" above top of rail should be authorized and the 
Southern Pacific Transportation Company Should be authorized to 
operate with such reduced overhead clearance provided that instruc
tions are issued by the railroad and filed with the Co~ission for
bidding employees to ride on tops of cars beneath the structure. 

3. Applicant should notify the Commission and the Southern 
Pacific Transportation Company at least 15 but not more than 30 
days in advance ot the date whe.:l the temporary impaired clearance 
will be created. 

4. Walkways should confo~ to General Order 118. Walkways 
adjacent to any trackage subject to rail operations should be 
maintained free of obstructions and should promptly be restored to 
their original condition in the event of da=age during construction. 
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5. Construction and maintenance costs should be borne in 
accordance with an agreement to be entered into between the parties 
relative thereto ~d a copy of the agreement, together with plans 
of the crossing approved by the Southern Pacific Transportation 
Company, should be filed with the Com:ission prior to commencing 
construction. Should the parties fail to agree, the Commission will 
apportion the costs of construction and maintenance by further order. 

6. Applic~t is the lead agency for this project pursuant to 
the California Enviro~enta1 Quality Act of 1970, as amended. 

7. The Commission is a responsible agency for this project 
and has independently evaluated and assessed the lead agency's 
Initial Study and Negative Declaration. 

8. This project will have no significant impact on the 
environmen t. 

CONCLUSION 
-----~----

On the basis of the foregoing findings, we conclude that 
4It the application should be granted as set forth in the following order: 

o R D E R 
~--.,---

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. The City of Loz Angeles is authorized to construct Nordhoff 

Street at separated grades over the tracks of Southern Pacific 
Transportation Company's Coast Main Line in the City of Los Angeles, 
Los Angeles County, as set forth in the findings of this decision. 

2. Within thirty days after co=pletion, pursuant to this order, 
applicant shall so advise the CommiSSion in writing. 

. This authorization shall expire if not exercised within 
three years unless time be extended or if the above conditions are 
not complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if public 
convenience, necessity or safety so require. 
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The effective date of this 
after the date hereof: 

Dated at 8:M ~ 

order shall be thirty days 

, California, this __ ~~_tt-_' __ __ 
day of ___ ~;t--.. ~_1~lo,,;v _____ , 1979. 

Commissioner Richard D. Grnvelle, beins 
noces~orily ~b~e~. die ~ot p~rt1e1~ot~ 
in the d1~po~1~!on ot tb1s proe~c41ns. 


