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Decisio!l No. 90355 MAY 22 1979 

BEFORE TEE PUELIC TIT ILITIES COM!1ISSION· OF TEE: STATE OF CALIFORJ,"UA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
The City of San Buenaventura to l 
construct a City Street across the 
Right of Way of the Southern Paci.fic 
Transportation Company at Petit Avenue) 
in the Eazt San Buenaventura area. ) 

o PIN ION -------

Application No. 58301 
(Filed August 18, 1978) 

As part of the Woodside Development Project, the City of 
San Buenaventura requests authority to construct Petit Avenue at grade 
across the tracks of Southern Pacific Transportation Co~pany's 
Santa Paula Branch Line in the City of San Buenaventura, Ventura 
County. 

The City of Sa:l Buenaventura is the lead ag:~ncy for this 
project pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970, 
as ~ended, Public Resources Code, Section 21000 et se~. 

After preparation and revie· .... of an Environ:leital :~pact 
Report, the City of San Buenaventura approved the Woodside Develop­
ment Project. On ~ay 26, 1978, a Notice of Dete~ination was filed 
with the Ventura County Cle=k, which found that "The project will 
have a significant effect on the environ::nent." 

The Co~ission is a responsible agency for this project 
under CEQA and has independently evaluated and assessed the lead 
agency's EnVironmental I:pact Report. The site of the proposed 
project has also been inspected by the Co=.ission staff. 

The constr~ction of Petit Avenue across· the tracks of 
Southe=n Pacific Transportation Co~pany's Santa Paula Branch Line is 
part of the larger Woodside Development Project to construct 286 
reSidential units. The project site is presently a citrus and 
avacado orchard; however, the area has been deSignated as residential 
by the City's General Plan. Reside~tial developme~t adjoins the site 
on the northern and wester:l bounda!'ies, and land adjacent to the 
southern and eastern boundaries is vacant. 
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The anticipated sisnificant envi~onmental impacts such as: 
loss of agricultural lane., e~osion due to increased ~un off, increased 
traffic on crowded road se~ents, depletion of the City's water supply 
and the addition of sewage to a syste~, portions of which are above 
design capacity, are the reS'.;.lts of residential develop::ne::lt rath.er than 
construction of the p:-oposed c=ossing. ~ fact, the proposed extension 
of Petit Avenue across the railroad's tracks is one of th~ ::nitisation 
measures to a::eliorate the i::pacts of the Woodside Develop::nent Project. 

Notice of the application was published in the Co~~1ssion's 
Daily Calendar on August 21, 1978. No protests have oeen received. 
A public hearing in not necessary. 

?I~DINGS --------
After conSideration, the Com::nission finds: 

1. Applicant should be authorized to construct Petit Avenue at 
grade ac=oss the tracks of Southern Pacific Transportation Co::npany's 
Santa Paula Eranch Line in the City of San Buenaventura, Vent~a 
C01.l.."1ty, at tbe location and substa:l'tially as shoi'.':l by the plans attached 
to the application, t'o be identified as Crossing BE-406.05. 

2. Const!'Uction of the c:::'ossi!lg should 'be equal or superior 
to Standard No. 2 of General Order 72-3. 

3. Clea=ances should confor:::. to Gene::::'al O=c.e= 26-D. Walkw:ays 
should confor::n to Ge~e=al O=de= 118. 

4. P=otection at the c::::'ossing should be tour Standard No. 9 
auto::natic gate-type signals (General Order 75-C). 

5. Construction cost of the c=ossing a~ installation cost of 
the automatic protection Should be borne by the applicant. 

6. r1aintenance of the crossing should be in accorda:lce with 
General Order No. 72-B. Maintena:lce Cost of the auto:::latic protection 
should be bo~e by the applicant pu=usuant 'to the provisions of 
Section 1202.2 of the ~blic Utilities Code. 

7. Construction plans of tbe c=oss~g, approved by the 
Southern Pacific Transportation Co::npany, togetber ~~tb a copy of the 
agreement entered into between the parties involved, should be filed 
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with the Co~issio~ prior to co~encing co~struction. 
8. Applicant is the lead agency for the Woodside Develop~e~t 

Project pursuant to the California E:viro~ental Quality Act of 
1970, as a=endec. 

9. Tbe Co==issio~ is a respo~sible agency ~d has independe~tly 
evaluated ~d assessed the lead agency's Enviro~ental I~pact Report. 

10. Const:"Uction of the proposed grade crossing will have no 
significant i=pact on tbe enviro~ent. 

CONCLUSION 
---~------

On the basis of the foregoing findings, we conclude that 
the application should be granted as set forth in the follo~~n5 order: 

ORDER -----
:. The City of San Euenaventura is authorized to construct 

Petit Avenue at g:ade across the tracks of Southe~ Paci~ic Trans­
portation Co=p~y's Santa Paula Brancb Line in tbe City of 
S~~ Buenaventura, Ventura Co~ty, as set forth in the findings of 
this decisio~. 

2. Within thirty days after co=pletion, pursuant to this order, 
applicant sball so advise tbe Com:ission in w=iting. 

This authorization shall e~ire if not exercised ~~thin 
two years unless time be extended or if the above conditions are not 
co~plied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if public 
convenience, necessity or safety so re~uire. 
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The effective date of this o~der shall oe thirty days 
after the date he~eof. 

D t d t San !O~CllIOO C l' ~ . 'k • It '" _. /) a e a "r.":~---_____ , a l ... orn::.s, tms :b/'~ 
day of ______ M_IA_Y ____ , 1979. 

CO:::::::::S!.OM:" C1=.!rc T. D,,~!':c~. o')!.:--.g 
nccc::;'c:;l.!"ily a"!loo~~. d.~i r.ct F:3.!*-::c!.pate 
~ tho d!'s~os!.~!.o~ o! this ~roceedi~. 


