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Decision No. .-9.045..B.. dUN 191979 

B~FORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the investigation) 
for tile ~urpose of considering and) 
determining minimum rates for ) 
tran~port~tion of fresh or green ) 
fruits and vegetables and related) 
items statewide as provided in ) 
Minimum Rate Tariff 8-A and the ) 
revisions or reissues thereof. ) 

Case No. 5438 
Petition for Modification No. 122 

(Filed May 11, J979) 

OPINION AND ORDER 

Minimum Rate Tariff a-A (MRT 8-A) contains minimum rates and 
rules for the transportation of fresh fruits, fresh vcget~les, and 
nuts from ~oints of prouuction to wholesale markets and chain store 
warc11ouseS. By the above petition, the California Arizona Citrus 
League requests the Commission extend, until June 30, 1980, the expi­
ration date of ~~ception 1 to Item 330 in MRT a-A. Itc~ 330 provides 
for, among other things, provided weights for onions, beets, turnips, 
rutabagas, parsnips, carrots, potatoes, oranges, lemons and grapefruit. 
These provisions shown in Exception 1 to It~~ 330, were established 
on an experimental basis to enable a ~eriod of shipper and carrier use 
and exposure to the new concept, prior to evaluating the need for 
further revision. 

Petitioner points out that the provisions have worked well 
and have been mutually beneficial and other modifications may be 
desirable so additional time is needed to formalize these and other 
modifications. 

The ~etition was listed on the Commission's Daily Calendar 
of May 14, 1979. On May 31, 1979, the California Trucking Association 
filed a protest to the relief sought by petitioner, on the basis that 
petitioner had already been granted sufficient time to make a study 
of provided weights. The provisions on provided weights for the above­
mentioned commodities were put into effect in MRT a-A by Decision 85826, 
dated May 18, 1976. In this decision, the Commission stated, "The tariff 
amen~~ents found reasonable herein will establish an expiration date 
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for ti1C provided weights on the commodities described above. Within 
that two-year period, actual shipment weights should be gathered by 
the proponents of the continued use of such provided weights to be 
presented by them at a future public hearing in which the Commission 
will consider wheu1cr such tariff provisions should ex~ire or whether 
the use of provided weights should be continued." Petitioner states 
th~t it will not be possible for it to complete its study by June 30, 
1979 and a final one-year continuance of the provisions for it to 
bring the study to a final conclusion is requested. Because the 
current harvest is underway, this authority is needed immediately. 

In the circumstances, the Commission finds that petitioner's 
proposal is reasonable and the resulting rates and charges will be just, 
reasonable and nondiscriminatory minimum rates and charges for the 

transportation involved. A public hearing is not necessary. The 
Commission concludes that the petition should be granted as set forth 

in the ensuing order and that the effective date of this order 
should be the date hereof because there is an immediate need for 
this relief. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. Minimum Rate Tariff 8-A (Appendix B to Decision 85826, as 

amended) is further amended by incorporating therein, to become effec­
tive July 1, 1979, Second Revised Page 31 and Second Revised Page 32 
attached thereto and by this reference made a part hereof. 

2. Common carriers subject to the Public Utilities Act, to the 
extent that they are subject also to Decision 85826, as amended, are 
authorized to establish in their tariffs the amendments necessary 
to conform with the further adjus~~ent ordered by this decision. 

3. Tariff publications authorized to be made by common carriers 
as a result of this order may be made effective not earlier than 
July 1, 1979 and may be made effective on not less than one day's 
notice to the Commission and to the public. 

4. Common carriers, in establishing and maintaining the amend­
ments authorized by this order, are authorized to depart from the 
provisions of Section 461.5 of the Public Utilities Code to the extent 
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necessary to adjust long- and short-haul departures now maintained 
under outstanding ~uthorizations; such outstanding authorizations are 
hereby modified only to the extent necessary to comply with this order; 
and schedules containing the amendments published under this authority 
shall make reference to the prior orders authorizing long- and short­

haul departures and to this order. 
5. In all other respects, Decision 85826, as amended, shall 

remain in full force and effect. 
The effective date of this order is the date hereof. 
Dated at San Francisco, California, this i qa- day of 

1 

June, 1979. 



Rates or accessorial charges mAy be quoted or Aa~~sBed by carriers on A ~r pacKage 
!.lilt! is proviooG. 

(1) The freight Chnrgcs &Ssosscd are not less thAn those which would have been 
Assessed ha~ the ratas and accessorial charges stated in thin tariff been 
applied and 

(2) Tho carrier's shipping documen~ contain all the information neceanary to 
COll'Puto the treigh t charges on tho b4llill of tho \l1li t of measurement pro­
v1dod in thb tln"Hf. 

GROSS WI>ICllT 

(a) ChArgos shall be assessed on the gross weight ot the IIhipment as tendnrod. 
incluainq container icing, it any. No allowance shall be made for the weight of 
contdinQra. (~oo ExceptioM 1, ;0: /1Il(! 3) 

(b) In connection with shipments weighing 20,000 poundft or more, transported 
for dintAnCl! in excoss of SO constructive miles, the actUlIl /Jroas weight of tl'le 
nhiproonts shall be contirNld by II pllbHc weigh!M!ltor's cert:l.ticate, which shall be 
obtLlined by tho carrier prior to or at the tilllO ot unloading. (Seo Notes 1, 2, lind ;3) 
[~d 3h~pmentB shQ11 be weighed at fir~t availablo scale along route of movement. 

(c) Whon the carrier Obt~inn a public we1gh~t~r's certificate, chllrges shall 
bo boa('d on the weight or tho commodities I\:! confi:nned by tho public we1ghl'luter'5 
cortiCicatc. The original lind duplicate copy of tho public we1~h!'lilster's oertit­
iCllto shall be affixed to tho ship~r' II 1I1l0 cllrl'1or's coW of the freight bill 
(~ee Item 190), respectively. 

ITeM 

no 

(a) Whenever a carrier is requostod by tho shipper. conaiqneo or debtor to obtain 
a certified weight trom a public !Icale, or wh~n a carrier must obtain a certified weight 
for. billing purposes or for other legal roquirornontll, and 1\ charge il'l a.asesscd ~ the 
public woighm4llt~r for this service, the CArrier IIhall MaeSll II char'1c of not lesll than (l) 
tho actual amount paid by the carrier to the public weighmaster tor the weighinq setvico ¢330 
tor ollch weight cortificate Obtainod and fu~1l1hed to the debtor or other perllon requel'lt-
in<j a certified weight. 

yI(E)I!::(CEI'TION 1.--011 shipr..enta containing exclusively the eolN!lO<llticB providod 
belO'fol, ChQrc;eB shall Ix! MsellBed on the qrO!l:l we1ght."l 411 tollowsl 

(a) ONIONS. rml!:TS, TUro.1IPS, llU'l'MACl\S. PARSNIPS, C~OTS lI.";D POTATOES 

Chargos shll11 be Aasellsed on 
When flac)ted lind ::nvoic<'!d /lilt Crollll Woi~ht ~r Packa~e ott 

10 PounOa par Sack lO 1/2 t'OW\&! per Sack 
1:> l'ounda per Sac:k 15 l/2 1'>oun~ per SaCk 

25 I'oundll per Sack 25 1/2 1'OW'l<.1ll pel:' Sack 

50 l'oundlJ per SaclC. :SO 1/2 Poundft ~r Sack 
100 Pounds per Slick 101 POW\o.a per Slick 

Five lO-Pound ConllUl'lOr Paper 
Daqa [)4!t' Sack 51 3/4 1'>oun&ll per SaCK 

50 Pound!! per Carton 53 l'oun4s per Carton 

( Cont.inuo(!) 
( 1) Portion of this item trans terrad to Second Ravised Page 32. 

¢Qo (~) l!:xpiro.s with Jl.lne 30, 19110. 

¢ Olan.,e 1 
90458 0 Xncroalle ) Oocillion ~o. 

6 neduct10n ) 

El"l"EC'l'IVE 

Corroction 
ISSUED BY THE PUB1.IC UTI1.ITIES COMMISSION OF TkEJ'J'ATE 'OF eAI.IFORNIA~ 

SAN FRANCISCO~ CAI.IFORNIA. 
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l'l'r:M 

(l) 
) 10 

(b) 

(c) 

SCCTH. -;>II:.r::: O. c:cr-;r:rv\:., APl':'ICATION (Continued) 

OPA.-:CES or LE~ON~' wh.'· ,,%er.l;;'n:, ',s"ldard oranoe or lemon box with inside 
depth, wicl1;h and lrnu ~mcnB";"On4 0:: 10·1/4 )( 10-11/16 X 16-3/8", identi· 
!icd All contollnQr ~~ l tl'" Section 1330.19 of the California Mminis-
trative Code, ch;\rq~~ . " .. 1 bl' ,,·,-:;essCo on the qr.osll weiqhts as follows: 

ORANGr.S - :, .. l/~ lb:l. POl' OOX LI:~NS • 40 11:)5. per box. 

GRIIPf.I'r.UIT when puckod in stolndard grapetruit bOX with inside depth, 
width and lel'lqth djlT1ensions of 9-3/4 X 10-11/16 X 16-3/8", ident1!j.e6 48 
container ::'9 in 'l'! t:e 3. :> .. , . . iOI~ DBO .19 01: the California AOministratj,ve 
Code. charges Bhall b~ .",';" ": . .:; on the q!:OS8 weight 35 l/::! lbll. pet' !)ox. 

/,XClcI'TIOI>: 2. --When p" lleti7.N] :;.,i pm(~n':l1 l'Iubj:oct to minimum wciqhts o~ 20,000 
PQundn or 1T10rc ,1f(' 10llc\I'd or unload",1 1'1, powt.!]." oquiP"",l'It. thel ",ei~ht or tho pallets 
(<:'l<.'Yiltin'1 truck jJ.,Uetll or pliltform'! ,~,r. d.ft truck 1I><.1do) shall not be Ulle(! in 
d •• tct"mininry the weight of the Bhipmen~ rh'l' the charqell thereon. When rolil rates are 
ulled under provis4ons of Items 70, tiO. ~L olnd 100 of this tariff. the weight 
or the pallets shall be incluoe~ or exclUded in accordllnc~ with the provisions 
of the 'loYcrni.nq rail tllriff. 

EXCEPTION J.--When rail rates aTt:' used undcr the provision~ of Items 70, 80, 90 
and 100 of this tariff, actual. e8tl~ltcd or aqre~ weights shAll Pe u~ed to com­
pute chargell l.n accordance with the provlsions of the ~loverning rail tariff. 

NOTC l.--A ainqle public we~ghmaster'8 certiticolte shall be obtained for 
ellch unit of CArrier's equipment which contain~ (A) one or more shipments woighing 
20,000 pounds or more dna other shipments or (0) a portion of a ~hipment Weighing 
20.000 pounds or more and othor. ship~nt5. 5uch certificate shall ohow the 
combined ,Ictulll weiqht ot olll oh4pments on oach lIuch unit of carrier's equipment. 
Tl'w combinl'Jd wOlqht thus oOt.'lineo IIholl1 bo allocate6 amono the IIhipments in each 
unit of carrier's equipment. A load mani!cBt or similar document shall be prepared 
for each such unit which shall set forth the xind an~ quantity of each commodity 
in oolch shipment and the method of a~locat1nq the weight to each. 

NOTE 2.--Colrriers lire not required to obtain a public weighmaster'a certificate: 

(a) When the wciqhin0 of the ahipment on a public weighmaster's scale 
would require the colrrier to traverse a route which is more than 
five constructive miles lonqer than the shorteat route from points(s) 
of oriqin to point(s) of destination all dete~ined in accordance 
with ItelT1 180. 

(h) When no public weiqhnk,ater's scale along the route of movement is 
open for. weighing at tho time the carrie!: arrivell At the scale point. 

(c) When tariff olgreed weiqhts set forth in Exception 1 (abovo) are 
used to determine gross weights. 

NOTE 3.--Not applicable in connection with rates named in Section 3. 

~.----I----------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 

(1) portion of this item transferred trom 
~irst ReviaeQ Page 31, DeciSion No. 

90458 

ISSUED BY THE PUBLIC Unl.:nES COMMISSIOr~ OF THE STATZ Of CAI.I96RNIA, 
SAN FRANC{SCO, CAl.IFORNIA. 
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