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90459 Decision No. ___ _ "UL 3 1979 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORJ.'UA 

Application ot the Department of 
Transportation of the State of 
California for deviation from ~~datory 
requirements for underground utilities 
at the intersection of State Highway 62 
and Dillon Roaa, Riverside County. 

OPINION 

Applica~ion No. 58280 
(Filed August 7, 1978) 

Applic~~t, State of Ca1i:o~i~, Depart~ent of Transportation~ 
seeks authority to deviate fro~ the undergrounding requirements of 
Southern California Edison Comp~'s (SCE) Rule 15, tor installation 
o~ two 1m"; nail"es at t~e intersectio:l of State Hi'ghway 62 and 
Dillon Road in Riverside County. 

That portion ot Route 62 is a designated state scenic 
highway pursuant to Section 263.1 of ~he Streets and Highways COde, 
under which the applic~~t is required to locate new facilities 
undergro~~d in compliance with DeciSion No. 80864 implementing 
Section 320 ot the Public Utilities Code. 

The applicant requests a deviation to allow extension of 
about 800 teet of new overhead electrical lL~e along five new weoden 
poles to the luminaire Sites from an existing pole located 600 teet 
trom the intersection of Highway 62 and Dillon Road. 

The applic~~t has submitted letters of concurrence from 
the State Scenic Highway Advisory Committee and the Riverside County 
Planning Commission, as well as a design map of the proposed installa
tion ~~d photographs of the intersection. Southern California Edison 
Company has taken a neutral position relative to this deviation 
request. The subject area is already very cluttered visually by 
transmission lines. 
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The Scenic Highway Advisory Co~~1ttee letter ~~dicates 
that undergrouncir~ is not required for aes~hetic purposes, due to the 
existence of " .•• 90 miles of wooden pole line and six miles ot 
steel tower l1ne." in the scenic viewshed. It further sta.tes that 
northbound motorists on Route 62 Will only see the pole l1.'"le briefly 
due to its being obscured by v.'hitewa.ter Hill. The southbound 
motorists' view of the proposed line would be somewhat obscured by 
the eXisting taller double pole and steel tower trans:ission l~~es 
~"l the vicinity and overshadowed L~ the ~ackgl'Ou.."ld by Whitewater 
Hill. 

The Riverside County Planning Department concurs with the 
deviation request because prev~ous ~~vaslon of overhead electrical 
facilities 1n the vic~~ity of the subject area renders the proposed 
overhead facilities' effect on the area f s aesthetics insignif'icant. 

SCE est1I:lated its cost of overhead ser,rice to the proposed 
installation at $3,275 with no charge to the applicant, compared to 
applicant's esti~te of $13,000 tor undergrou."ld service to luminaires 
located on SCE-owned wood poles, with no refundable costs applicable 
in either instance. Decision No. 80865 states that deviation from 
un~e~grouna~ requ1~ements may oe con$~derea where "the Visual impact 

of overhead facilities would be so infinitesimal as to render under
groundL"lg unwa.rranted and wasteful. 11 This a.pplication a.ppears to 
comply with that i.'"ltent, since undergrounding woule otfer no noticeable 
aesthetic improvement desp1te subst~~t1ally h1&~er service costs. 

Authorizat10n to deviate from the undergrounding require
ments 0: Rule No. 15 of SeE at the intersection ot Route 62 and 
Dillon Road should be gr~~ted. 
Findings 

1. The application is for the ~roposed lnsta1lation of five 
new poles ~~d 800 feet of overhead lL~e to serve new luminaires at 
the ~~tersection of State Highway 62 and Dillon Road in Riverside 
County, Cali~orn!a. 
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2. The Scen1c Highway Advisory Committee in a letter indicated 
that undergro~~dL~ is not necessary for aesthetic purposes. 

3. The R1verside County Planning Department in a letter 
concurred that overhead facilities would not signif1cantly affect 
the area's aesthetics. 

4. SCE esttmated the costs to the comp~~ tor overhead serVice 
at $3,275 with no cost to the applicant. 

5. The applic~~t est1mated the costs for overhead service at 

$13,000 tor underground service to SCE-owned wood poles, with no 
refUndable costs applicable. 
ConcluSions 

1. A public hearing is not reqUired. 
2. The applica.tion s'nould be gra.."'lte;i as provided 1n the order 

which follows. 

o R D E R 

IT IS ORDERED that Southern California Edison Comp~~ 1s 
authorized to deviate from the mandatory underground1ng requ1rements 
of its electric lL~e extension tariff rule at the intersection of 
State Highway 62 and Dillon Road L~ Riverside County, California. 

The effective date of this order shall be thirty days 
after the date hereof. 

Da ted at __ San .... _E_rn._m_c_:UQ ___ , California, this 3 tUb day 
of ___ ...;;'J...;;.,U..;o.(Y",,--__ , 1979· 


