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:BEFORE ~HE PtJm,IC U~ILITIES CO!1MISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of the 1 
City of San Rafael, Marin County, 
Ca1ifor.nia, ~or Railroad Grade Crossings 
over the Northwestern Pacific Company's 
railroad in the City or San Rafael 

OPINION -------

Application No,. 586.72 
(Filed February 14, 1979) 

The City of San Rafael requests authority to construct 
Irwin Street and 'West Fran~seo Boulevard at grade,across.Northwestern 
Pacific Railroad Company's tracks in the' City of' San Ra:rael, Marin 
County. 

The City 00£ San Raf'ael i:s the lead agency !orthis project 
. I • 

pursuant to the Ca1i!0r.c.ia Environmental Q,ualit,. Act 00£1970, as 
a.:nended. Public Resources Code, Section 21000 et seq. 

Uter preparation and review of' an Initial Study, the City 
of San Rafael issued a Negative Declaration and approved this project. 
On July 10. 1979, a Notice of Determination was 1"iledwith the Marin 
COtmty Clerk with the o£inding that the project. "'Will Not::·· have a· 
sigc.ifica:c.t eo£o£ect upon the environment." 

The Commission is a responsible agency f'or this project 
tinder CEQA, aDd has independently evaluated aDd· assessed the . lead 
agency's Initial Study and Negative Declaration. The site or the 
proposed project has also been inspected. by the Commission staff. 

Access from downtown San Rafael to businesses on 
'West Francisco ,Boulevard. is limited to a circuitous route which requires 
use of' several heavi1,. traveled streets. This pl'OjectWi1lreduee 
traffic congestion and improve circulation ~or both business and .. 
residential interests. The project is adjacent to' Route 101 freeway 
and is in an area used for commercial and light'industrialpurposes. 
The proposed extension or West Franci sco. Boulevard will replace a .' 
roadway which was closed due to the widening of Route 101 in the mid 
1960's. ' , 

Notice 00£ the application was published in the Commission.'s, 
Daily Calendar on February l5~ 1979~No prot.ests havebee:c.. r~cei,\"ed: 
A pUblie hearing is not. necessar.y. 
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Arter eonsideration~ the Commission finds: 
1. Applicant should be authorized to construct Irwin Street and 

West ha:c.ciseo Boulevard. at grade across the tracks or Northwestern 
Paci!ie Railroad Company in the City or San Rarael,. Marin County," at 
the locations and substantially as shown 'by the" plans at"taehed" to· :t.he 
application, to 'be identified as Crossings 5-16:~ 7' and ~16.8~, respec;'" 
tiv.ely. 

2. Construction or the crossings should be equal or superior to. 
Standard No. 1 or General Order 72-B. 

3. Clearances should contorm to General Order 26-D. Walkways 
should conrorm to General Order 118. 

4. Protection at the Irwin Street Crossing, Cro·ssing. 5-16.7, 

should be two' Standard No. 9A and one Standa:rd" No. 9 automatic gate
t:y:p.e signals (General Order 75-C)~' Protection at··th'e~West 'Francisco 
Boulevard CrossiDg, Cross~ 5-16.8:, should be two Standard No. 9 
automatic gate-type signals. 

5. Construction expense o! the cro ssings and installation. cost 
or the automatic protection should be borne by the applicant. 

6. Ma.:intena:c.ce or the crossings should conrorm to General 
Order ?2-B. Maintenance cost or the automatic protection should be 
bome by the applicant pursuant to the prOvisions of Section 1202'.2":. 
or the Public Utilities Code. 

7. Constru.ction plans or the crossings,: approved by-the" 
Northwestern Pacific Railroad Company, together-with a copy or the 
agreement entered iuto between the parties involved, should be filed 
with the Commission prior to commenc:i:ng construction. 

S. Applicant is the lead agency for this, project. pursuant to" the, 
CalifOrnia Environmental Quality Act· or 1970, as amended. 

9. The Commission is a responsible agency ~or- this :project aDd 
has independently evaluated and assessed the lead, agency's Initial 
Study and Negative Declaration. 

10. This proj:ectw.i..ll have no sig:c.i1'icac.t impact 0:0. the environment • 
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On the basis ot the foregoing !'in<W:lg.S ~ we conclude that' 
, ' 

the application should be granted as set forth in the fo.llowing, order-: 

ORDER -----
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. The City of' San Rafael is authorized to construct 

Irwin Street and West Francisco Boulevard at, grade across the tracks 
01' Northwestern Paci1'ic Railroad Company in the City ot San Rafael't 
Marin CO'Qllty ~ as set. forth in the findings o:t this decisi,on. 

. 2. within thirty days after completion't pursuant to this ord.er~ 
applicant shall so advise the Collll1lission in writing~ 

This authorization shall expire i:t not exercised within two 
years unless time be extended or it the above conditions are not 

complied with. Author~zation may be revoked or modified it pu1>lic 
convenience't necessity or safety so require • 

The effective date 01' this order shall be thirty days' after 
the date hereof. 

Dated ___ A_U_G_'_1_4_' '1_979_, __ , at San Francisco-, California., 


