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Decision No. 6589 AUG“I 4"7979‘ : ‘ ik
EEFORE TEE PURLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TEEASQATEIOF GKLIFORNIA
In the Matter of the Application of the |
City of San Rafael, Marin County, Appllcat:.on No. 58672 e
California, for Railroad Grade Crogs:.ngs (Filed February 14, 1979)

over the Northwestern Pacific Company's
railroad in the City of San Rafael

OPINTION

The City of San Rafael requests authority to comstruct
Irwin Street and West Francisco Boulevard at grade across Northwestern
Pacific Railroad Company's tracks in the C:.ty of San Ra:f.’ael ‘Marin
County.

The City of San Rafael is the lead agency for th:.s proaect
pursuant to the California Envirommental Quality Act of 1970 as
amended, Public Resources Code, Section 21000 et seq.

After preparation and review of an Initial Study, the City
of San Rafael issued a Negative Declaration and approved this project.
On July 10, 1979, a Notice of Deternination was filed with the I“Iamn
County Clerk with the finding that the project "Will Notw - have a
significant effect upon the environment."

The Commission is a responsibdble agency for th:.s proaec’b
uwnder CEQA and has independently evaluated and assessed the lead
agency's Initial Study and Negative Declaration. The site of the
proposed project has also been inspected* by the Cbmmissien- staff.

Access from downtown San Rafael to businesses on |
West Francisco Boulevard is limited to a circuitous. route whzch requ:Lres
use of several heavily traveled streets. This pro Ject wn.ll reduce
traffic congestion and improve circulation for both business and ' ’
residential interests. The project is adjacent to Route 101 i‘reeway
and is in an area used for commercial and light industrial. . purposes. -
The proposed extension of West Francisco.Boulevard will replace a

roadway which was closed due to the widening of Route 101 m 'the m:.d‘ o
1960's. ‘ | ' L

Notice of the appln.cat:.on was publn.shed in: the Comm.ss;on s
Daily Calendaxr on February 15, 1979. VNo protests have 'been rece:.ved.
A public hearing is not necessary. s

—l-

S e mhrty b A, s iy o R



FINDINGS

After consideration, the Commission finds: . E

1. Applicant should be authorized to comstruct Irwnn Street and
wWest Franmcisco Boulevard at grade across the tracks of Northwe tern‘v
Pacific Railroad Company iz the City of San Rafael, Maxin Gounty, at
the locations and substantially as shown by the plans attached to the‘,,
application, to be identified as Cross;ngs~5-16 7 and 5-16 8, respec-'
tively. : |
. 2. Construction of the crossings should be equal or super:x.or to~
Standard No. 1 of General Order 72-B. o ‘

5« Clearances should conform to General Order 26-D. Walkways
should conform to Gemeral Order 118. - |

4. Protection at the Irwin Street Crossing, Crossing 5~16.7,
should be two'Standard No. 9A and one Standaxd. No. 9 auzomatlc gate-

Protection at’ “the” West Franc:sco’

Boulevard Crossing, Crossing 5-16.8, should be two Standard No. 9
autonmatic gate-type signals.

5. Construction expense of the crosszngs and 1nstallatmon cost
of the automatic protection should be borne by ‘the applzcant. o

6. Mainterance of the crossings should conform to General _
Oxder 72-B. Maintenance cost of the automatic protectmon should be -
borne by the applicant pursvant to the- provmslons of Sectlon 1202 2
of the Public Utilities Code. ‘

7. Construction plans of the crossings,. approved by the‘“__
Northwestern Pacific Reilroad Company, together~w1th a copy of the
agreement entered into between the parties involved, should be rmled
with the Commission prior to commencing construction. '

8. Applicant is the lead agency for this project pursuant to- the
California Environmental Quality Act of 1970, as amended.

9. The Commission is a responsible agency for~thxs project and
has independently evaluated and assessed the lead. agency 8 In;tzal
Study and Negative Declaration.

‘ - 10. Th;s.project will have no szsnxrmcant ;mpact on the envxronment. B




CONCLUSION

On the basis of the foregoing rlndlngs, we conclude that |
the application should be granted as set forth 1n the followlng order. -

IT IS ORDERED that:

1. The City of San Rafael is authorized to comstruct o
Irwin Street and West Francisco Boulevard 8t grade across_the:tradk;
of Northwestern Pacific Railroad Company in the City of San Rafael,
Marin County, as set.forth in the findings of this declslon. .

2. Within thirty days after completion, pursuant to this order,
applicant shall so advise the Commission in writing.

Tris authorization shall expire if not exerémsed thhln two
Jears unless time be extended or if the above conditions are not
complied with. Authorization may be revoked or mod;f;ed it publlc
converience, necessity or safety so require.. -

The effective date of this order shall be thzrty days’ after '
the date hereof.

Dated AUG 141979 , at San Fremcisco, Caiifqmié.-
Presidcnt
V/ IIIM //M

Comxnis sioaor Richard D. Gravelle, being
nocessarily absont,’ aid-met participato

1n. the Ads pooition of th1° procooding.  ‘5 5 K




