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Decision No. 9071:1 AfJG 28 lsii ®~m~ul~t 
-:BEFORE !'HE J?U:sLIC UTILITIES COt1l1ISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the A~plication of 
SAN DIEGO GAS & :EL:ECT.RIC COMP.ANY for 
a Certificate that Present and Future 
Public Convenience and Necessity require 
or ~~ll require the Construction and 
Oyeration of Segments of a single circuit 
230-kV transmission line from the 
San Or.oi':"e Nuclear Generating Station 
S~~tebyard to the Encina Generating 
Station Switcbyard. 

Q!lN,lQ! 

A~plication No. 58282 
(Filed August 8,' 1978) 

San Diego Gas & Electric Company (SDG&E) seeks an order 
or the CommiSSion granting it a certific'ate that present and !Uture 
public convenience ~d necessity will require the construction and 
operation of segments of a single circuit 2;O-kV transmission line 
from San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station (SONGS) to the Erlcina 
Generating Station (ENCINA) near Carlsbad.' 
P:-oject Description 

The proposed project consists of a single circuit, ,2;O-kV 
transmission line and is located within an exis,ting, transmission 
line corridor between SONGS and ENCINA. The project's alig:cment 
extends south from SONGS through Camp Pendleton and eastern portions 
of the cities or Oceanside and Carls'bad. South or' Carlsoadthe' 
aliglment turns west and extends to ENemA. 

Approximately 23.:; miles or the project consist of string~ 
ing conductors in a vacant position on existing structures. Con­
struction methods that will 'be- employed will consist o-f a helicopter 
to string a pulling rope and heavy pulling and tensioning e-quipment 
to pull the conductor. Existing access: roads will be'utilize<i. 
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The remaj,D'~.ng 0.6 mile of' project length is devoted to­
e.onstructing an, estimated six new wooden H-pole $,true't'l.2.%'esnear the 
Oceanside Airport and a single steel lattice tower east of Carlsbad. 
In this area, construction will consist of foundation preparation, 
tower erection and stringing conductors. Cox:.structi,on e.quipment 
cO:1sisti::.g of a crane't post hole diggers, concrete trucks, and 
pulling and tensioning equipment will be used for the- various stages 
of construction. Maxilnum use of existing access roads and equipment 
placement areas· will be made to minimize grading. 

~he conductor size is proposed to be 1,0".5 Kcmi:l with ,a 
capacity of 1,0;0 amps. 
Need for the Project 

The San Onofre-E:o.cina 230-kV transmission line is needed 
to transmit power from SONGS Unit 2 and to reliably import power 
from the intertie with Southern California Edison Company during -
outage conditions. 

0:1 March 8, 1978, SDG&E experienced a system disturbance 
resulting in approximately 50"" service outage. kD. inveS:t,igation 
tcC.der the Commission t s OII-4 recommended, 8lIlong other things, that 
CO:lStruction of the San Onotre-E:c.cina transmission line be advanced 
trom the pla:o:c.ed September 1980 date to the summer" ot 1979'. By 

doing so the reliability ot the whole system would be- improved., 
Based on demographic information supplied by the 

Co:=prehensive Pla:o.n5ng Organization and SDG&E's a:cnual peak demands, 
the statt made an independent evaluation of growth. rates in the 
service area. The staff's evaluation indicated that the area will 
require a system capability or :;,422 MW in 198;, witlUn one percent. 
ot the estimated SDG&E system capabili ty~ 
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Environmental Im'Oact Assessment Process 
In compliance with the provisions o£ theCali£o~a 

E:o.viror.me:o.tal Quality Act (CEQ;;) , the guidelines for the implementa­
tion of CEQA, and Rule 17.1 ot the Commission"s Rules ot Practice and, 

Proced~e, SDG&E tiled as part of its application a reQ.uest for: 
issuaJlce of a Negative Declaration. In support ot its reques,t, 
SDG&E submitted -r."ith the application,. as separate docUlllents', 
information and s't1.ldies for Commission statf use in preparing an 
Initial Study .. 

'l'he information and s,tudieswere analyzed and evaluated 
by the Commission staft. An Initial Study to determine whether or 
not an :EIR should be prepared was compiled 'by the s·ta1't'. On th.e 
basis of the Initial Study, the statr concluded that an EIR should 
be prepared for this project because archaeological informati,o:o. 
was not complete :md an alternative route elilninating, a subeorridor 
had not been investigated. 

The statf prepared a Dra.t't :EIR :tor the proposed project 
after investigating the a.1'orementioned intonation. The Dra:t:tEIR' 

was mailed on April ;, 1979- Owners ot 'Property adjacent to; the ne,w 
co:o.struction or on which the project might be located~ were,noti£ied .. 
Co:::x:nents on the Dra!t EIR were received £rom the City 0.£ Oceanside" 
the Comprehensive Plan:c.i:cg Organization, the Oceanside Airport., Company 
and the Federal Aviation Administration. These comments and starr 
respo:o.ses thereto were incorporated into a Final EIRwhichwas issued 
on June 27, 1979. 

No exceptions to the proposed project were received and· 
in accordance with the provisions of'Ru1e 17.1 hearings were not 'held. 
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Environmental Matters 

A comprehensive record of' enviro:o.mental impacts was developed 
in the Pinal Em, issued June 27,. 1979'. Construction dust: and no,ise 
will be generated in the areas where new construction will take place. 
This ,,:ill be a teIllporary impact and not of great 'consequence', because 
of the limited scope and size or.' the areas. The proposed project.' s' 
construction will take place in established rights-:"of-way'and wi.ll 
utilize existing access roads. The project will not have a signiri­
cant impact on land, biological, air, water .a:c.d visual resources., 

Several sites have been identified as, having archaeological 
value. Most of these sites will not be impacted significantly 
because they occur on the portion o:f the proj'ect where n~ new tower 
construction is required. Three sites are located where new tower 
construction activities occur. No Significant impact to these sites, 
is anticipated. because of the proposed mitigation measures, by SDG&E,. 

SDG&E proposes several, mitigation measures includillg,maximum 
use of existing access roads, restricting access to the righ.ts-of-way , 
in specific areas or endangered species ' habitat, curtailment of 
helicopter stringing activities during nesting season and sdleduling 
construction work to avoid peak traffic hours. In addition to the" 
above mitigation measures, SDG&E has prepared a detailed and com­
prehensive report to identify cu.l tux-al resources, sites wi:t;;hi:l the 
project area and has taken or will take the' following measures to-' 
comply "i.oith the concerns of the State Office or Historic Pl"eservation: 

A. On foot arChaeological/historical reconnaissance within 
the existing 2;O-kV transmission line right-of-way., 

B. Contact with the' Nati'Ve Americ8.Il .Heri tageCouncil and 
area representatives for ad.vice and comments,. 

-4-



• • 17 

A. 58282 FG * 

c. Investigation or impact on archaeological sites by 
existing access roads and implementation o~ mitigation 
measures such as site capp,ing or re-routing i:t impacts, 
ocC'llr. 

D. Preparation 0'£ a ,£i:c.al report 0'£ Phase rv (collecting 
of' cultural resources ill impacted areas) mitigation 
measures.ror review by appropriate agencies and 
incorporation into the report or speciric research 
questions designed for' any additional subsurface testing~ 

E. Hand-excavation o~ test. ,mits in areas .wherecultural , 
resources impacts cannot be avoided. 

F. Monitoring or subsur1'ace work by Native Americans in , 
the vicinity. of Native American archaeological sites. 

G. Curation or recovered Native American cultural resources 
in accordance with Native Americanstdesires. 

We adopt tbe above mitigation measures as reasonable a:c.dwill require 
that tbey be implemented. 

Tbere will be a minor short-term disturbance to the' environ-
:ment because 01' tbe construction pbase, 01' thisprojecta:e.d "a 1 ong";teI'lTl 
com::nit:!lent to an expanded use or tbe existing corridor. '" Improved 
reliability and the needed increase in electrical service to the' 
San Diego area resulting ~rom the project will promote health, 
comfort, sa.:f'ety., convenience and long-term productivity of the area.' s 
population. There are no irreversible enviromne:c.tal changes, C1:l.used 
by the proj'ect. I ' 
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Alternatives 
Routes at locations other than that proposed would leave 

the existing corridor free 0'£ turther e~ansion and impact.. How­
ever, an alternate route removed from the corridor- and placed at 
mother location unoccupied 'by exis~ing towers would have-greater 
i::npact. For this reason we will not .further consid.er al temate 
locations tor the proposed project. 

Alternate tower designs would visually co:c.tlict with 
existing designs and therefore will not, be considered as a reasonable -
alternative. 

The statf investigated .the possibility of eliminating an 
existing 1-mile subeorridor east or the proposed proj'ect near 
Oceanside Airport. This could be accomplished by trans:ferring the 
subcorridor's single circuit 2;O-kV line to· double";'cire'llited lattice 
towers used in lieu of single circuit wooden !i-pole structures. Th.e 
double-circuited towers would be higher than the H"'pole structures 
but would be aeceptable to FAA. This plan was opposed by the City' 
of OceanSide and the Ocea:lSide Airport Compa:c.y be-cause air navigation 
clearances would be reduced 'by the bigher towers. Because 0:£ the 
sai'ety :factors involved in rec.uced navigation clearances: 'we will 
not adopt this alternative. 

The need tor this project is greater than the minor or 
temporar.y environmental impacts that have been identified. There­
tore, the "no project" alternative will not be considered rurther .. 
Fi!ldin~s 

1. San Diego Gas & Electric Company is a :publicly regulated 
utility engaged in the generation~ transmission, and distribution 
'of electricity in 8m Diego County. 

2. The proposed pre>ject is reasonably required' to meet area 
demands for present 8Jld tuture reliable and economic electric 
service and to prevent foreseeable· overloading.. 
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;. ~he construction ot the proposed project. will not produce 
an. unreasonable burden on natural resources,. aestheticsot the .area 
in which the proposed tacili ties are to be located, public health' 
a:ld sai'ety, air and water quality in the vicinity, parks, recreational 
a:o.d scenic areas, or archaeological and historical sites. 

4. Lalld Resources - Hinor alterations or physiographic 
features 'i.-ill result !:rom the project. The disturbancesasso'c'iated 
with construction will be of short duration while those· asso'ciated 
with operation will be negligible. 

5. Vegetation and Wildlife - Disturbance to these will occur 
du...~g construction of the line. No significant permanent adverse 
impacts on the biological resources of the aI'ea will resul t from 
the construction and operation of the project. 

6. .A:ir, Water and Noise - The proposed tra:c.smis·sioll line 
is expected to have no adverse impact on the. water, insignil'icant 
i=pact on the air and negligible impact on noise of the area. Audible 
noise ane radio and television interference will increase directly' 
beneath the tra:c.s:nission line. ~b.ese effects, however,will not be 
sig:li!icant outside the right-of-'way. 

7.' .Cultural Resources - ~:o.e possibility of impact to· 
archaeological!historical resources exists with~ are~ of new con­
struction.. However, the applicable mitigation· meas'IlX'es di.scussed . 
earlier will be adequate to reasonably-prevent. a. significant im:pact 
to these resourees. 

8. Aesthetics - The proposea project will not have a 
significant visual impact on the surrounding areas~ 

9. A ;public hearing is not necessary .. 
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Conclusions 
1. Present and future public convenience and necessity 

require the construction and operation of this transmission project. 
2. Applicant is placed on notice that operative rights~ as 

such~ do not constitute a class of property which may be cap,italized 
or used as an element of value in rate fixing for any SlllOunt o:f 
money in excess or that originally paid to the state as the con­
sidera.tion for the gra:o.t or such rights. Aside from their purely 
permissive aspect, such rights extend to the holder a full or partial 
l:lonopoly of a class o:f business. This monopoly feature may be 
modi£ied or canceled at any time by the state~ which is not in any 

respect limited as to the number of rights which may be given. 
3. The action taken h.erein is not to be consiciered as 

indicative or amo'l.1llts to be included in future proceedings for the 
purpose of determining just and reasonable rates. 

4. The Notice of Determination tor the proSe'ct is attached 
as Appendix A to this decision. The Commission certifies that, the 
Final EIR has been completed and adopted by it in com);>liance with. 
CE~ ane the guidelines and that it has reviewed, and considered 
the information contained in the Final Em in arriving at this 
decision. 

5. Basee on the foregoing, the Commission concludes that 
the 230-kV San Onofre-E:lcina transmission line as- proposed by SDG&E 

. ." , 

should be authorized in the manner set rorthin the following ,order. ' 
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ORDER -- ............ ~ 
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. A Certiricate or Public Convenience and Necessity is 
granted -to San Diego Gas & Electric Company to construct and operate 
the 23Q-kV transmission line in San Diego Cou:c.ty't California, as 
proposed in this proceeding. 

2. San Diego Gas & Electric Company is directed to carry 
out the mitigation measures deSignated on pages 4 and 5h.ere1n." 

3· Sa:l Diego Gas & Electric CompSllY shall file With this 
Com:nission a detailed statement or the ca:pital costs or this 
transmission line project within sixty days 1'0-1 1 owing. the date 
the project is ~ut in commercial operation. 

4. The Executive Director or- the Commission is directed to 
tile a Notice or Determination tor this project, with contents as, 
set forth i:zi Appendix A to this deciSion, wi th the, ~creta.r.r for. 
Resources. 

, , 

The efrecti ve date or this order shall "o~ thirty days 
ai'ter the date hereof., 

Dated AUG 28-1979 , at San Fra:o.e:i.sco" ,Calitor.c.ia • 

. ':' , 

ComiSs!ollorClil.1ro :r~::Dodr1ek .. b()1llg , 
noeossa.rilY" o.bso:l.t.:d1d:'no,t::p:iitte1l'Sote', ' 
a.:thOd.1s:PO$ition-?t,.th1s,~:p:t'0eo6d:~~,~, ," 

-~ 
.' .. 

,~, . 



APPENDIX A • 
NOTICE OF DETEiU'J:NATIO~. 

TO: Secreta...""Y tor Resources 
1416 Ninth Street; Rool': 1312' 
Sacraoento, California 93814 

FRO~l: C'o.lif'ornia Public 
Utilities COCl:lission 

,50 McAllister Street 
S~ Francisco, Ca.li!. 94102 

SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Detc::-:in3.tio~ in co::pliance' with. 
Section 211.08 0::- 21152 of' the ?ublic Re'sources Code'. 

~ S-:a-:c Clc~rine;..~ol.l.se ~:u:~e:::, (!f cub=i ttec.to State Clea:-inghouse) 
7S~21189 

Con-:act ?erso!'l Tele!'hone· Nu:nbe::­
(4l5) 557-oJ~2' D. B.. St.¢cer 

?=oject Location 

Tbis is to sc.vi!je th~.-: the Co.li!o::-nia Public Utili tiecCo:iczion 
o.s lead 3se:cy ha:;.:l!o.ce 't':7.e follo· .... i:.g c.ctcr:'.inntion ::-cE;arc.inst:"c· 
o."oove desc::-ibec. project: 

"I .... 
.L::7 Qi~~~~~~v~~ 

2. T:1.C ?:'oject I 7 .• ,~" ::'o.vc a :;it~niricar .. t effect on the cnviron-· 

I-I .... -:-.... v.; .... o ..... ·c ....... "l i· .. "" ... C" 'Q ..... o ....... '.'''''''' p .... c"""' .... c.l ,.0. .... -h''''' -l ...... o.J·cct x I"..;l.., ..................... '-''''' ....... !"~\ W ."\;.,.-.I.w n ..... .;) ... ·.""'a .... "'" -'-' ~ '-' ........ ~ ~/ 
-- ... --"I .... ~.~..., .... ... ~ ..... o.V.; ~l' 0'" <:t 0 I" "--,, 6 p ... _ .......... n... ...0 ...... e p. _.... ~ ... ;:" ',j. ..... ..:.,,;.--. .. 

II A NeGative Dccl~::·o.tion "'/0.5 p:cpa::-cd !o.:- this ·project P~l"'SU-
- :l.."'l"e -:0 "ehe p::-ovi!;io!'ls o~ CZq,A: J... CO?:: o:t the Neeo.ti vc , 

Declaration is nttach~~ •. 

E:x:ecut~ve Director 
Date 


