. AUG 28 1976 oyl N[M’
Decision No. 90711 28 EZS @R“@“ {Ailks-
"BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALI?ORN IA

In the Matter of the Application of

SAN DIEGO GAS & ELECIRIC COMPANY for

a Cexrtificate that Present and Future

Public Convenience and Necessity require

or will require the Comstruction and Applicatiorn No. 58282
Operation of Segments of a single circuit (Filed August 8, 1978)
230-kV transmission line from the

San Cnofre Nuclear Generating Station

Switchyard to the Enmcira Generating

Station Switchyard. ‘

OPINIOYN

San D:Lego Gas & Electric Company (SDGEE) seeks an order
of the Commission granting it a certificate that present and future
public convenience and necessity will require the comstruction and
ope*a.‘cion of segments of a single circuit 230-kV transmission line B

rom San Onofre Nuclear Gemerating Station (SONGS) to the Encma
G-eneratmg Station (ENCJI\TA) neaxr Carls'bad.
Project Description |

The proposed project consists of a single circuit 230-kV
transmission line and is located within an ex:z.st:mg ‘transmi ssion
line corridor betweer SONGS and ENCINA. The project's al:.smnent
extends south from SONGS through Camp Pendleton and eastern. port:.ons‘
of the cities of Oceanside and Carlsbad. South of Carlsbad the
alignment turns west and extends to ENCINA. B

Approximately 23.3 miles of the project consist of string-
ing conductors irn a vacant position on existing structures. Con-~ .
struction methods that will be employed will comsist oi‘ a hel:.copter- |
To string a pulling rope and heavy pulling and tens;onmg equ:.pment -
to pull the conductor. E:clst:.ng access roads will. 'be ut:z.l::.zed..
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The remaining 0.6 mile of project length is devoted to .
constructing am estimated six new wooden'H—pole stTuctures near the
Oceaxnside Airpoxrt and a single steel lattlce tower east of Carlsbad.
In this area, construction will comsist of foundation preparat;on,
tower erection and stringing conductors. Coxnstruction equ;pment
consisting of a craze, post hole diggers, concrete trucks, and
Pulling ancd tensioning equipment will be used fdr‘the various stages
of comstruction. Maximum use of existing access roads and equipment
placement areas will be made to minimize grading.

The conductor size is pr0posed £o be 1 033 5 Kcmll with a
capacity of 1,030 amps.

Need for the Project

The San Onofre-Encina 230-kV transmission lmne is needed
to tramsmit power from SONGS Unit 2 and to reliably import power
fronm the intertie with Southern California Edlson Company dur;ng

outage conditions.

On March &, 1978, SDG&E experienced a systen d;sturbance
Tesulting in approximately 50% service outage. An investigation
uznder the Commission's OII-4 recommended, among othex thmngs, that
coastruction of the San Onofre-Encina transmission line de advanced
from the plamned September 1980 date to the suwmmex of 1979. 3By
doing so the reliability of the whole system would be improved..

Based on demographic information supplied by the" B
Comprehensive Planning Organization and SDGXE's annual peak'demands,
the staff nade an lndependent evaluation of‘growth rates in the
service area. The staff's evaluat;on indicated that the area w111
require a system capability of 5 422 MW in 1983, wmthln one percent
of the estimated SDG&E—system capability.
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Environmental Impact Assessment Process
- In complisnce with the provisions of the Californmia
Environmentsl Quality Act (CEQA), the guidelines for the implementa- '
tion of CEQA and Rule 17.1 of the Commission's Rules of Practice ‘and
Procedure, SDGEE filed as part of its appllcatlon a request for
issuance of a Negative Declaration. In support of its requeot,
SDGYE submitted with the application, as separate documenrs,
information and studies for Commzsszon staff use in preparzng an.
Initial Study.

The information and studies were analyzed and evaluated
by the Commissiocn staff. An Imitial Study to determmne whether or
not an EIR should be prepared was compiled by the staff; On- the
basis of the Initial Study, the staff concluded that an EIR shou*d
be prepared for this project because archaeologxcal lnformaxlon
was not complete and an altermative route ellmmnatzng a subcorrzdor
had not been investigated. ‘

The staff prepared a Draft EIR for the proposed proaect
after investigating the aforementioned mnformat;on. The Drart EIR-
was mailed or Ap=il 5, 1979. Owners of property adaacent to the new

construction or on which the project might be located were notified:
Comments on the Draft EIR were received from the City of Oceanside,

the Comprehensive Planning Organization, the Oceanside Air@ort‘dompany
and the Federal Aviation Adm:n;stratlon. These comments and staff
responses thereto were 1ncoroorated into & Final EIR whmch was issued
on June 27, 1979. .

No exceptions to the proposed proaect were recezved and _
in accordance with the provisions or'Rule 17.% hearlngs were; not held.
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Environmental Matters

- A comprekensive record of envirommental 1mpacts«was developed
in the ¥inal EIR, issued June 27, 1979. Constructmon dust and noise
will be generated in the areas where new comstruction w111 take place.
This will Ye a temporary 1mpact and not of great consequence ‘because
£ the limited scope and size of the areas. The proposed proaeot s

construction will take place in estadlished rights-of-way and will
utilize exdsting access roads. The project will not have a smgnmf;—
cant impact on land, diological, air, water and visual. resources. .

Several sites have been 1dent1f1ed as having archaeologleal
value. Most of these sites will not be impacted smgnlrlcantly '
because they occur om the portion of the project where no new tower
construction is required. Three sitesvare‘loea;ed-whe:eﬁnew'towe? 
construction activities occur. No significant impact to theée sites
is anticipated because of the‘proposed nitigation measures by SDGEE.

SDG&E proposes several. nitigation measures zncludzng maxlmum.L‘
use of existing access roads, restrzctlng access to the rmghxs—of-way
in specific areas of endangered species' habltat, curtailment of
helicopter stringing activities during nesting season and scheduling
construction work to avoid peak traffic hours. In addition to the
above mitigatiorn measures, SDG&KE has prepared a detailed and com;
prehensive report to identify cultural resources sites within the
project area and has taken or will take the followzng measures to
comply with the concerns of the State Office of Historic Preservgtzon:

A- On foot archaeological/historical recomnaissance within
the existing 230-kV transmission line right-of-way.
B. Contact with the Native American Heritage Counc;l and
area representatives for advice and comments.
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Investigation of impact on archaeological’sitesiby
existing access roads and implementation of mitigation_
measures such as site capping or re-routing if‘impacts
occuzr. R .
Preparation of a final xeport of Phé.se IV (collecting.
of cultural resources in impacted areas) mltmgatmon
neasures for review by approPrlate agencies and.
incorporation into the Teport of specific reoearch
questions designed for any additional. subsurface testing.
Eand-excavation of test units im areas where cultural
resources impacts cannot be avoided. ‘ _
Monitoring of subsurface work by Native Americans in
the vicinity of Native American archaeological sites.
Curation of recovered Native American cultural resources
in accordance with Native Americans' desires.

We adept the above mitigation measures as reasonable and w:ll requlre
that they be implemented.

-

There will be a minor short-term disturbance to the env:ron-
ment because of the construction phase. of thLS-proaect and a long—term
commitment to an expanded use of the existing corridor. - Improved
reliability and the needed increase in electrical serVice totthef

San Diego area resulting from the project will promote health,
comfort, safety, convenience and long-term produétivity df‘thé‘areaﬁs
population. There are no 1rrevers;ble envzronmental changes cdused
vy the proaect.
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Alternatives

Routes at locations other than. that pr0posed would leave
the existing corridor free of further expamsion and impact. How-
ever, an alternate route removed from the corridor and placed at
axother location unoecupied by existins towers would heve*greater
impact. For this reason we will not further conszder-alternate
locations for the proposed project.

Alternate tower designs would vzsually conflict with
existing designs and therefore will not be considered as a reasonable
alternative. ,

The staff 1nvestzgated the possibility. of ellmlnatzng an
existing l-mile subcorridor east of the proposed. project near .
Oceanside Airport. This could be accomplished by transferrlng the
sudbcorridor's single circuit 230-kV line to double~cirecuited lattlce
towers used in lieu ¢f single cirecuit wooden H-pole structures. The
doudle-circuited towers would be higher than the H—pole structures
but would be acceptable to FAA. This plan was opposed vy the C:ty
of Oceanside and the Oceanside Airport Coxpany because air navlgatlon
clearances would be reduced by the higher towers. BecauSevof the
safety factors involved in reduced navxgatlon clearances we! w1ll
zot adopt this altermative. |

The need for this project is greater than the minor or
temporary envirornmental impacts that have been idertified. There-
fore, the "no project” altermative will not be con51dered furtﬁef._
Findines " -

l. San Diego Gas & Electric Company is a publmcly regulated;
utility engaged in the generatior, transmission, and dmstrabut;on
0of electricity in San Diego County. . '

2. The proposed project is reasonadly required to meet area’
demands for presext snd future reliable and economic electrzc
service axnd %o prevent foreseeadle overloading.

-6-
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3. The construction of the proposed‘projéct will not'produce'
an upreasonable burden on natural resources, aesthetlcs of the area -
in which the proposed facilities are to be locaxed, publmc health
azd safety, air and water quality in the vicinity, parks, recreat;onal
and scenic areas, or archaeologzcal and historical sites

4. Land Resources ~ Minor alterations or—pbys;ographmc
features will result from the project. The disturbances associated
with coastruction w111 be of short duratlon while those. assoc;ated
with operation will de nmegligible.

5. Vegetation and Wildlife - Disturbance to these w111 oceur
during construction of the line. No o:gnlfzcant permanent adverse
impacts on the bdiological resources of the area willuresuit from
the construction and operation of the project.

6. Air, Water and Noise - The proposed tramsmission linme
is expected to have 20 adverse impact on the water, imsignificant
impact oz the air and negligible impact on xoise of the'area;' Audidle
noise and radio and television interference will increase dlrectly
beneath the transmission line. These effects, however, will not be
sigaificant outside the right—ofhway.

7. Cultural Resources - The possibility of impact to

archaeological/historical resources exists wzth;n areas of new con-
struction. Eowever, the applicadle mitigation. neasures discussed
earlier will be adequate to reasonably prevent a s;gnlrzcant zmpact
to these resources. - :

8. Aesthetics - The proposed project will not have a
significant visual impact or the surrounding areas.

9. A public hearing is not necessary.
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Conelusions

l. DPresexnt and future public convenience and necess;ty | |
requz*e the coastruction and operation of this transmission proaect.

2. Applicant is placed on notice that operative rights, as
such, do not comstitute a class of’property,which may be capitalized
or used as an element of value in rate fixing for any amount of - -
money in excess of that originally paid to the state as'the'édnﬁ
sideration for the graat of such rights, Aside from their purely
permissive aspect, such rights extend to the holder a full or partial
monopoly of a class of business. This monopoly“feature-ﬁay'be
modified or camceled at axny time by the state, which is not iz any .
respect limited as to the number of rights which may be given.

3. fThe action taker herein is mot to be comsidered as
indicative of amounts to be included in future proceedings for the
purpose of determining just and reasomable rates. | o

4. The Notice of Determination for the project is attached
as Appendix 4 to this decision. The Commission certifies that the
FTinal EIR has been completed and adopted‘by it in compliance with'
CEQA and the guidelines and that it has reviewed and consmde ed
the information contained in the Flnal EIR in arrzvmng at this
decision.

5. Based on the foregoing, the Commission concludés that
the 230-kV Sar Onofre-Encina transmission line as proposed by SDG&B
should be authorized in the manner set forth in the follow;ng order.ﬂ
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| ORDER
IT IS ORDERED that: , |

1. A Certificate of Pudblic Convenience and Necessity is
granted to San Diego Gas & Electric Company to comstruct and opera*ce
the 230-kV transmission line in Sam D:.ego County, Cal:nfomn.a, as
proposed in this proceeding.

2. San Diego Gas & Electric Company is directed to carry
out the mitigation measures designated on pages 4 and 5 herein.

3. San Diego Gas & Electric Company shall file with *ch:.s i
Commission a detailed statement of the cap:.‘ca.l costs of this
transuission line project within sixty days follown.ng the date
the project is put in commercial operation. .

4. The Executive Director of the Commission is d:.rected 't:o
file a Notvice of Determination for this project, wmth contents as.
set forth in Appendix A to this dec:.s;on, with the Secretery for-
Resources.

The effec‘t::.ve date oi’ this order shall be th:.rty days
after the date hereof.. '

Dated AUG 28 1979 , 8t San Franc:x.sco, Caln.i‘om:.a. -

Commissioaer CIa.Iro l‘ Dodrlck. 'boxng

zecossarily absont.: d1d not partioipate -

in tho disposition o:: this: procoodin&- PR
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NOTICE OF DETSRMINATION .

T0: Secretary for Resources FROM: Califoraia Public
1416 Ninth Street, Room 1312 . Utilities Commission
Sacramento, California 9328l4 350 McAllister Street
San Francx co, Calzf 94

Filing of Notice of Determination in compliance with
Section 21108 or 21152 of the Pubdblic Re'sources Code.

\ = S - > B ~n ‘e
Project Title . San Cnofre ~ Sneinn 23 BV Tx ransmis ;on I.a.nc, Sa.n Dn.evo Ga..

BN e R e b i
. State Clearinghouse Number (If submitted.to‘Statg,olearinghousc)r
78121169 T
Contact Person Telephone Numbder
D. B. Steger . (L15) 557-OuL2-
Troject Location ' '

San Diege County, Califormia

Proaeca Desc!‘{-?‘élo'l The n“ojc.ct consists of 23.9 miles of s:.'xglc eireuit,
3,0 £V transmission Irom the existing San Oﬁof*c Muclear Generating Station %o
Zncina Generating Station. Of the 2« 9 miles, 0.6 mile is new consiruction.

The remaining 23.2 miles consists o I stringing conductors on c::x.ot:mg, towcrw

This is to advise that the Californiz Public Utilicties Com:;c:;o
as lecad agexney has zade the ¢o‘loamﬂs cetermination “e~a“d;ng ol
above descrided nroject: ‘

The project has be . /X7 approved oy hevLead Agencya‘

/ 7 &l cannroved

The project wil) have a significant effcct on u“c en wiron
mente '

azental Impact Report was p“caa“ed fo, this project
zo the prov:smcﬁs of caQA ‘

A Nezative Dccl*“atzo was p*epared for this p*odec* purse-
nt To the provisions of CEQA. A copy of the Negative
Dncla ation is ate ached. . ' : o

Jate Xeceived lor riling xecutive lirector -




