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Decision No. 90712 AUG' 281979 
BEFORE !HE PUBLIC U'I'ILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF- CAL.J:FORN'IA. 

Investigation on the Commission's ) 
own motion into possible electrical ) 
energy sUP'Ply shortages of electric ) 
public utilities resulting from the· ) 
shutdown of certain nuclear generating ) 
facilities and e:ergency measures to ) 
provide for necessary mutual assistance. ~._ 

SUPPLEMENTAL OPINION 

OIl No.4:> 
(Filed April 30 ~ 1979) 

lS 

Decision No. 90427 issued June· 19~ 1979 in this p·roceeding .. 
authorized Pacific Gas a.."'ld Electric Company (PG&E), Southern Californ-1a 
Edison Company (Edison)~ and San Diego Gas:& Electric Company (SDG&E} 

to place into effect a·summer reserve load sharing plan and statewide load 
reduction plan~ which plan also app·lied' in connection with the 

Sacr3mento Municipal Utility District (SMUD) and the Los Angeles 
Department of Water and Power (UI.'MP). 

The decision also directed PG&E, Edison,.. and' S'DG&E. -to exp·and 
their energy conserv.1tion programs. for 1979' filed- pursuant tOOrde·ring 
Paragraph. I of Decision No. 86501 in· accordance with the s:ummary set 
forth in App~dix D to that decision. Each respondent electric utility 
was ordered to file a modification to· its Tariff Rule' 14.1 eon-sis.tent 
with the modified Rule 14.1 set forth in Appendix E to' Deei·sion 

No. 90427.. The purpose of the Rule 14 .. 1 revision was t<> ,shift 

electric loads away from daytime peak periods du-ring. the summer ,months 
of 1979. 
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Rule 14.1 adopted by Appendix E to- Decision No. 90427 
provided, inter .!!f!.~ that for the 1979 summer period the lower 
tem~rature limit for air.:.eouditiouer settings is 800y during all 
normal periods and 8S0 y durfng specific periods of electric capacity 

shortage-. 
The revised Rule 14.1 also prohibited the operation by 

businesses of outdoor advertiaing signs after the hour of 10:30 p..m. 
Subsequent to the issuance of Decision No .. 90427. the 

Federal Department of Energy (DOE) adopted: emergency- building 
1:emperature res1:ric1:ions (10 CFR Part 490; Federal Register, Vo,ltzme 44, 

No. 130, July 5, 1979). The regulations provide cooling.- restrictions 
to 78'7 for ven1:ilating and- air conditioning in commercial, industrial,

and other nonresidential buildings in order to reduce energy 'consumption .. 
Many inquiries have been addressed to this Commission because of the 
difference in air-conditioner settings required' by DOE and this 

Commission .. 
Also,. since- the issuance of Decision No.. 90427, Rancho Seco 

and San Onofre Nuclear Power Plants, which had been temporarily shut 
down, have been. returned to service. Therefore, there- should, be 
sufficient electric capacity available during t:be summer months if 
Californians continue their maximum voluntary conservation efforts. 
The maximum temperature settings for air conditioning'should be 
standardized to; avoid confusion and reduce inquiries regarding the 
level set forth in the Federal regulations.. We believe' that uniformity 
of State and Federal standards will increase the effectiveness of our 
energy conse%Vation program ... 

The california State Outdoor Advertising Assoeiation. requests 

that the rule governing electric outdoor advertising. signs be. relaxed' 
to provide for a turn-off of such signs at midnight.. In support of 
its request, the California State Outdoor Advertising Association 
states· that its members have reinforced its ongoing program for 
efficient energy use by estab11shfng a three-part energy conse%Vation 
program for its members, as follows: 
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1 .. 

2. 

• 
Photoelectric cells and timing device's 
.:1.t each billboard location are being. 
checked to assure proper operation, 
avoiding illumination during the peak 
load period. 

New energy usage audits are being 
conducted at offices~. shops, and other 
service facilities of member firms to 
reduce,.· to the greates·t extent possible,. 
electric consumption during the peak 
period. 

• 18 
,8/28/79" ' 

3. All employees are urged by letter to 
reduce energy consumption during the 
peak period· of electric usage.. ~ 

In the Circumstances, revision of Rule 14.l.as requested' with ( 

respect t~ outdoor advertiSing signs will not .materially imp:l:t electric ! ., 
demand thl.s summer and should be adopted pendl.ng further hearl.ug nO".>T A~ 
scheduled to commence October 1", 1979. At that time the Califol:'n:ia .' i, 

State Outdoor AdvertiSing Association may present evidence in suppo~ 
of a wintertime application. 

We find that: 

1. A conflict exists between the maximum air-condlt'ioner setting. 

for commercial and industrial bu.ildings of 7SoF adopted in DOE regulations,.' 
and the normal maximum air-conditione'r setting of 800 F for all California 
electric customers, including residential,. adopt'ed for the summer months 
in Decision No. 90427, which should be resolved by reVising utility 

Tariff Rule No. 14.1 to ,[)rovide a normal maximum air";'conditioner s'etting 
of 7SoF for all electric customers. 

2. Provisions of Rule 14.1 governing the hours during, which 
electric outdoor advertising signs m.o.y be us.ed: should be revised to. 
provide that such signs must be shut c>ff at midnight,. rather than 
10:30 p.m. in c>rdcr to reduce or minimize the adverse effect o,fthe 

, . 

curtailment rule upon revenues and capabilities of outdOor advertisers" 
and in recognition o·f the voluntary conse'rvation ei'forts of such 
advertisers ... 

t' " 

-3-



• • , " 

011 43 dz 

We conclude that: 

1. Rule 14 .. 1 adopted in Decision No. 90427 should be revised 
as se~ forth in the order which follows. 

2.. The order shoald become effective on the date hereof because 
the CoDmission has previously announced the changes accompluhed herein. 

stTPPI.E!1ENTAL ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. Within five days- after the effective date of this order,. 
each respondent electric utility shall file a modification, to
Tariff Rule 14.1 consistent nth modified 'Rule l4.l set forth in 

Appendix A hereto.. Such filing shall be made in accordance with 
General Order No. 96-A and shall be effective as of the date of 
filing. 

2. Further hearings in 011 No. 43 have been scheduled':' for 
October 1 and 2. 1979 in the Ccmmission's Courtroom, State Build'1ng~ 
350 McAllister Street, San Francisco. beg1:aning at 10:00 a.m.. The 
hearings scheduled .for October 1 and 2 will include but will not 
necessarily be limited to the following subj eets: 

(a) A report and evaluation by the California 
Utility Power Systems. .Coordinator of the 
operations of the statewide load reduction 
plan (including ca-pacity saved) and ,reserve 
load sharing l>lan described in Ordering 
Paragraph 1 of Decision No. 90427.. The 
report should include recommendations as to 
use of similar or revised procedures if there 
should be an emergency' in, the future affecting 
electrical. capacity reserve marg.ins.. 
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(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

.(e) 

(f) 

(8) 

• 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E)~ 
Southern California Edison Company (Edison) , 
and San Diego Gas & Electric Company (SDG&E) 
als~ should present repo~ts and evaluations 
of the effectiveness of their expanded 1979' 
energy conservation programs filed in 
compliance with Ordering Paragraph 2 of 
Decision No. 90427.. . 

The California Utility Power Systems Coordinator 
shall also report on the effectiveness of modified 
Tariff Rule 14.1 adopted in Ordering Paragraph 3 
and appearing in Appendix E of Decision No. 90427. 
Recommendations as to keeping the rule in effect 
(as- modified b~, D.90427) during: the coming winter 
together with further sugges'ted modifications 
should be included. 
PG&E~ Edison~ and SDG&E should each provide a 
report of winter fuel supplies for their 
respective systems • 
A s"mmary of the ratepayer cost effects due to 
unplanned capacity outages for the period May 
through September on the PG&E, EdiSon, and SDG&E 
systems should be provided. 
The California Utility Power Systems Coordfnator 
should provide a s"mmary of intertie enhancement 
projects planned or under construction! both inter
state and intrastate. The report shou d, include 
circuit capacity, estimated costs, planned completion 
dates, and purpose of each of the projects. 
The California Utility Power Systems COordinator 
shall make a recommendation as to· changes in 
electric and: gas Tariff Rule l4~lfor .the coming 
winter heating season particularly'with respect 
to· the' 68 F limit on space heating .. 
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(h) Southern California Gas Company (SoCal) 
is made a respondent in this proceeding,. 
for the limiced purpose O'f coordinating 
with the California Utility Power Systems 
Coordinator-with respect to- the recommen
dation in (g.) above as it affects S·oCal 
Tariff Rule 23.1. 

Written testimony and exhibi'ts o·f those participating. are to be served' 
on all parties no l."cer than Sep.tember 21, 1979. 

The effective date of this order is the date hereo·f. 

Dated AUG 28 1979 ,. at San Francisco" California. 
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Rule No. 14 .. 1 
PROH!BITIONS j).N!) CURTAILMENT PROVISIONS 

' • 

A. General. 
1. Historical Background. 

This rule has been ordered effective by the 
Commission as an ,emergency measure pursuant 
to Decisions Nos:. 82305·, 82358, and S2S~81~ It 
will be in full force and effect until declared 
ineffective by order, of the Commission.. This," 
rule supersedes and cancels all tariff and , 
contraet provisions, inconsistent with its 'terms, .. 
Paragraph B .. l., herein, was temporarily suspended 
per DeciSion No. 83225, effeetive July 30, 1974. 

2. Summe~ Applications for 1979 
If electric capacity shortages occur during the 
summer of 1979, it will b~ neeessary to shift 
loads away from the peak which usually occurs 
between the hours· of 12:00 noon and 6·:00, p~m. 
Therefore,. the Commission by Decision No,. 90427 
reinstated Paragraph 3.1 •. and added Paragraphs B.3.e. (T) 
f, and q .. for all responc.ent electric utilities (1') 

and 3.6.. for respondent·,eleetric,utili:ties which 
previously did not include that paragraph in 
this, rule. Since the intention of these revisions 
is to shift electric loads away from peaks during 
the summer of 1979 the provisions reinstated will 
again be suspended and provisions modified by 

this revision will terminate on October 31, 19'79 .. 
Paragraph 3 .. 6. ac.ded by this orc.er will remain (T) 
effective on a permanent basis unless ehanged,. 
terminated or suspended by further action of the 
Commission.. Decision No. 90427 also· established (T) 
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an SOOF. air conditioning lower temperature 
limit to be applied durinc; all nomal perio<is 
during the sUll'Imer of 1979.. By Decision 

,. -' ..... ,.~ 
No." '"'' 9(t212 the lower temperature limit for 
air conditioning wa.s· changed to 7So, F dUriilg 
all nO:rlnal periods and to aSoF during specifie 
periods of electric capacity shortages as 
dete:rmined by California OtilityPower Systems 
Coordinator. During any such capaei ty shortac;es 
the utility will further require customers to-, 
reduce or eliminate the use, of non-illuminated 
fountains, funetional outdoor and ind'cor ligh.ting 
as provided by Parag-raphs B.l.c.,. and B·.S .. b 
(revised) respe~tively. 

B. Prohibited Oses. 
1. Outdoor Advertisin~ and Decorative Lighting. 

a_ No customer shall during daylight hours make, 
cause, or perIni t a:n.y use of electrical energy 
for lighting of billboards,. signs, advertising 
goods or services, or to identify the providers 
of goods or services, displays of goods, objects, 
or desig-ns symbolic of commercial enterprises, 
trademarks or logo, or motors or devices to· 
rotate or move advertising- signs or operate 
pumps or other deviees in fountains. which are 
primarily decorative,l:>uildinq floodlighting" 
architectural or decorative' lighting, or lights 
used for landscaping, or any si."'l'lila.r form of 
lighting based upon the use of electrieal 
energy supplied by the Company .. 

(T') 

I 
(T) 

(C), 

(C) . 



OIl 43 • 
.A.PPENDIX A 
Page 3 of S 

• 
b. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (C) 

a.l.a. hereof, each b~siness establishment· may 
operate a time and temperature sign and 
illmn5 nate two outdoor signs during normal 
business hours and until one-half (1/2) hour 
after closing or, 10 :30 p.m.,. whichever is later,. 
and each billbOard may be illUminated between 
the hours of dusk and 12:00 midniqht:local 
time .. 

c. Non-illuminated fountains may be operated 
during normal bUSiness hours" but will be 
tw:nedoff uponnoti'ficat:i:on'''of-the "e,,±'stence 
of an electrical supply shortage condition by 
the utili~y as determined by the California 
Utility Power Systems. coordinator. 

2. Functional Outdoor Lighting. 

a. No customer shall make,. cause,. or peJ:'It\i t. any use 
of electrical energy for the floodlighting of 
outdoor commercial areas, including,., but not 
limited to, service stations, used car lots.,. new 
car lots, automobile parking lots, or similar 
busine$ses, between the hours of sunrise and 
sunset. 

b. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection B.2.a. 
hereof, after sunset,. when such acti vi ties are 
open, the use of electrical energy for such 
pW:poses shall be reduced to fifty percent (50%) 

of normal or usual levels. Furthermore, prohibited 
uses of electrical energy from the Company are 
not applicable to that minimum lighting necessary 
for public safety, or for security, or that 

eel 
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required by law, or required for the lighting 
of essential build'ings utilized for police, 
fire protection, he",lth., and eom.m.unieations 

purposes. 

3.. Comfort Heating and Cooling. 

a. During business hours, no customer shall at any 
time make, cause, or permit any use of electrical 
energy in any commercial or industrial establishment 
to provide heat to raise the temperature therein 
above 6SoF. nor to: provide cooling ,to reduce the' 
temperature therein below 7Sor • "except·where (C) 
other temperatures are specifically required 
by law, by physicians for medical reasons, and (C) 

for businesses whose principal activity.involves (C) 
the preservation of perishable foods. Where it 
is not establiShed that a net energy savings 
can be achieved by operating space conditioning 
equipment during nonbusiness hours, such 
equipment shall be turned off. 

b. Notwithstanding the provisions o,f subsection B.3'.a. 
hereof, any commercial or industrial buildings, 
wherein the space heating and cooling control 
systems provide for a single temperature setpoint, 
or where such buildings are equipped with systems 
which heat and cool, simultaneously or depend upon 
electric lighting as a part of the heating energy" 
the space conditioning systems shall be operated 
in a manner which minimizes electric energy use. 
Any commercial or industrial building may depart 
from the proviSions of subsection a.3.a.when 
necessary to minimize electric energy' use. 
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c. Electrical energy shall not be used by hotels, 

motels, similar guest acco~odation establishments, 
or restaurants to heat or cool vacant guest 
rooms. The 6SoF. temperatures in occupied rooms 
shill be reduced to SSoF. during sleeping hours, 
except where, other temperatures are required by 
law. OCcupied rooms shall not be cooled' be'low 
7SoF. (C) 

d_ No customer shall make, cause" or permit all'';! use 
of electrical energy for the heating o·f residences,· 
apartments, or condominiums above &S:oF •.. during 
the active hours of the day and SSoF.. during the 
sleeping hours of the day or for cooling them 
below 7So

F.. except for medical reasons or where (C), 
other temperatures are required by law. 

e. During periods' of electrical supply shortages 
as deter.mined by the California U,tility Power 
Systems Coordinator and upon notification by 
the utility of the existence of a supply shortage 
all customers will upon direction o,f the' utility 
either advance the temperature setting. of"air 
conditioning equipment to, aSoF. or turn off the 
air conditioning equipment as requested by the 
utility (except for buildings where this action 
would close off all ventilation). 

f. No customer shall operate air conditioning 
equipment in unoccupied buildings or rooms of 
buildings below SSoF. during nor.mal periods a.nd 
will turn off such air conditioning equipment 
when notified by the utility of the existence of 
an electrical supply shortage as determined by the 
California Utility Power Systems 'Coordinator. 
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9 • Notwithstanding the provisions B. 3., (a) through 

(f) above,. customers may pre-cool buildings, 
equipped with economizers or outside air 
handling equipment to as low a temperature as' 
desired provided that only outside air is' used 
for such cooling purposes and circulating 
equipment is operated for such purposes after 
the hour of 6:30 p.m. each night and before 
the hour of 10:00 a.m. ea,ch morning. Portable 
ventilating' fans may be used at anytime 
regardl~ss of space temperature. 

4. Outdoor Public Gatherings. 

No eustomer shall make, cause or permit, the use of 
electrical energy for recreational or cultural 
activities in excess of eighty-five percent Ca-S%)' 
of the normal or usual amount used by; that customer 
for the same,. or sim.1lar, acti vi ties .;: ... --5. Indoor Business L?-ghting. 

a. No customer shall make,. cause, or permit the 
use of electrical energy for lighting the 
interior of any business- establishment during 
that period of time that said establisbxrient is

not carrying on the usual and customary 
activities of that business. 

b. No eustomer shall make, cause or per.mit the use 
of' electrical energy for window display lighting 
between the hours of sunrise and sunset. 

c. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection 
B-. S. a hereof,. a business establismnen t may . , 

provide sufficient illumination at alltixnes to
provide a minil'nal level or protection ,and 
seeuri ty to persons and property.' 

(C) 

1 
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d. Nothing in these sul;:Jscctions shall be construed 

to prohibit ordinary and customary maintenance 
and janitorial services at times other than 
those during which thc' business establishincnt 
is carrying on the usual and customary activities 
of that business. 

6. S .. "imming Pool Timers. 

a. Timers associatcd with swimming pool pu..."nps and 

filtration equipment shall not be used to operate 
such equipment during the peak usage periods. o,f 
the day from 12:00 noon to 6:00 p.m. 

b. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection B.6.a., 
a circulating pump not exceeding three' quarters 
horse?Owcr in size may be used to c'irculate 
sol.J.r heated water from solar ~ollector panels. 
to any pool or to return pool water to· solar 
collector panels. 

c. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection 
B.6 . .1.., pumps that activate hydro-massage and'. 

therapeutic or other equipment designed for the 
comfort of bathers r.tay be set to operate by 
means of manual switches during any period when 
the pool is occupied. 

C. Notification. The Company shall notify the customer 
when it has learned of a. prohibited use as defined in 
Section B, and, unless the customer will discontinue' 
such usc, Section D, shall apply. . 

/ 
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D. Noncompliance. The company shall discontinue service 

to a customer for noncompliance with this rule, if, 

after notice of at least 5 days, the customer has, not 

initiated compliance with such. notice. ,Service will 

be restored after the customer establishes compliance 

with the rule ... 

.. 

E.. Appeals Procedure... Requests, by customers of the Company, 
, , 

for special relief from the mandatory orders' of prohibition 

or curtailment of certain end uses of electricity by. 
reason of special hardship- or impossibility of compliance' 

shall be made to· the California Public Utilities Commission 
, 

in the manner provided for formal complaints under the 

Commission's Rules of Practice and Proced~e_ During 

the period the request is pending before the: Commission" 

the Company shall not ter.minate service for noncompliance ... 

F. Liability of Company... The Company shall not, by taking 

action pursuant to this rule, be liable for any loss, , 

. dmuage, or inj ury, established' or alleged, which :may 
result or be claimed. to result therefrom., 

, . 


