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Decision No. _9_0_7_9_7_ 
SEP 12 ~1.S '(Q)IP&~[]u~~lr 

BEFORE 'rBZ PUBLIC 'OTIUTIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter 10£ the APplicatio'D;'~:Of ) 
RONALD RAnI dba BANKERS LIMOUSINE } 
SERVICE For certificate Of.Public ) 
Convetdence And Necessity to operate) 
passenger service between the I 
financial district of the City of 

Application No. 57047 . 
(Filed February 2, 1977) 

San Francisco- and the San Fxaneisco 
International A1l:port. 

--------------------------~} 
Charles H. Richards, Attorney at Law, for 

Bankers LiiiiOusine Service, app lica.nt. 
Handler, Baker & Greene, by Randall M. 

Faccinto, Attorney at Law, for Airporter, 
Inc.; Ernest Cerelli, for Associated 
Limousiiie Company; and Robert C. Franchi, 
for Chauffeurs Union LoCal 265; protestants. 

Handler, Baker & Greene, by Randall M. 
Faccinto, Attorney at Law, for O'Connor 
LimousIne Service, elba 0 t Conner Toars 
Service; Yilliam Lazar, for Luxor Cab; 
James B. Brasil, Deputy City Attorney, 
for the Cit~ and County of San Francisco,; 
Tony Ruiz,. - for Lorrie t s: Travel and Tours; 
and Fred-M. Feller, Attorney at Law, for 
San Mateo. Transit District; interested 
parties. 

Mary Carlos, Attorney at Law, R. E. Dou~las, 
and Misaru Matsamura, for the coiilDisS!on 
staff. 

OPINION - ........ - .... ~ 
Ap?licant Ronald Ratti, dba Bankers Limousine ,Service,. 

reqaests a c:ert£f1cate to operate as a passenger stagecorporat1on 
be1:Ween San Francisco and the San FranciscO' International Airport 
(SFIA) • The application was protested by Airporter, Inc. '(Airporter) 
and Associated Limousine Company._ . Interested parties apPearing ,'were 

., ,I 
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luxor cab -(I.uxor) > Lorrl~" s .'travel ~d .T~.s (I.c:>rrie' s), the San Mateo 
Transit Distr1ct~ and the city and cOt.mty of San· Francisco •. Also 
appea.rlng were :representatives of the Commission staff. A,hearing 
was held on the application in San F:rancisco before' Administrative Law 

.Judge Pilling on .Jtme 20 and 21~ 1977> and August 29 and' 30>: 1977. 
- -

Applicant proposes to operate a shuttle service by rad:[o-

dispatched Umousine and motor van £rom the Bank of Amer:tca Plaza > 

555 California Street in San Francisco, to SFIA, with- ,intermediate 
stops within San Francisco at Maritime Plaza at. Clay and' Front . 
Street,. the Transmneric:a Pyramid at Montgomery and Washington' Streets,.. 
the Wells Fargo :8u:l.ld1ng at 44 Montgomery Street, and', the Bechtel 
Corporation at 50 Beale Street. On the return from -SFIA,. applicant fS 

vehicles would operate aver the reverse- of :tts outgoing, :route and.
serve the same points in San Francisco in reverse order. Individual 
fares in either direction would be $5. The service will operate 
between 8:30 a.m.. and 5:30 p.m. every' hour on. the half hour. 

.' . 
Applicant will :txlaugurate service with three limousines of recent 
vintage,. which he owns-. Applicant also bas a fleet of seven vans-.-
which are either owned or leased which will be used· when . traffic 
Munds. Applicant' 8 balance shee1; as of .January 3l~r 1977, shows 
a net worth of $372>819. 

Applicant estimates his cost to operate one limousine 
or one van. for eight trl.ps on the 30-m:[le round trip between san 

Fnuciscc> and SFIA to be $113. Applica:J.t will pay his drivers $7 
an hoar,. including wages, fringe benef1ts~ and payroll deductions> 
or $56 a day. Applicant estimates his- depreciation,. maintenance> 
and repairs to be 15 cents per mile,. or $-.36 for the 240-m:Lle- .day~ 

Fuel cost will be $15 per day and' insurance will be $6, per day. 
Total costs for one limousine or van for one day: $11.3. ,Basecl 
on a 50 percent occupancy" or four persons, in one direction, of -
each round trip, applicant estimates he will gross$l60,leavfng 
appl:tcant a net of $47 a day for each 1imous:Lne or van', operated~ 
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While applicant concedes that mo,st of the people he ~ll 
transpOrt in his. proposed service are now traveling, ,to and' from' 
SFIA by other means, applic:a.nt estimates that 6 to' a percent 
of the persons he will be transporting will be new business. The 
new business he expects. to generate will consist of persons who 
need to discuss last-minute business with departing,a:tr passengers 
on the trip to SFIA and who will accompany the air passenger to· 
SFIA in applicant t s limousine and then return 'via applicant' s 
service to San Francisco. Applicant contends the $-15, one-way cab 
fare discourages this type of passenger but that his $5- fare will 

attract such passengers. Applicant, claims he personally made a ' 

study and sarvey which revealed to him the need for his service. 
He said be would present such study at the continued hearing, but' 

, . 

did not do so. At the contin'l.'"led hearing, which started' on August 29, 
1977, applicant presented a w..ttness from a management services: 
company, who testified to being hired by applicant. about a month' 

before to conduct sw:veys on the feasibility ofa limo':l8ine service 
from the financial district of san Francisco to- SFIA and that a, 

week before the start of the cont~nued" hearing, the surveys. bad 
been conducted. The first SU%Vey'wasmade in the f:tnancial district 
of San Francisco at eaCh of the proposed loadingsites,by asking 
random pedestrians coming and going from, the buildings. The second 

" , 

sw:vey was made by telephone to, the person responsible for scheduling 
travel for major business in the building,. The third survey' was 
made of the sur.roanding area's businesses. tbat could use the', service: 
because of close prox:i.m1ty. In the first ,survey, of· the 96, persOns," 
interviewed, 45 persons thougb.~ the proposed: service was Ita;· good' 

I 

idea" and would U8e'it~ 18 persons responded' negatively ~ and 33-
persons bad no opinion. In the second survey all, of the 6' companies 
interviewed thought the service was a rt good. idea", except oce. cC?m
pany thought 'the, $1.40 charge for the airport, bus was' more desira1:>le'. 
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In the third survey each of the 10 bus.inessesintervie~ed in the· 
s~ounding a.rea "liked the ideau of the proposed servi.ce·and 
would recotm:l.end it to other businesses in their building.~ 

" 

Protestant Airporter operates a passenger stage service be·tween: 
a fixed downtown ,te~nal in San Francisco and SFIA with 22 buses with 
an average seating capacity of 48 persons.. Airporter operates 2:4 
hours a day. seven days a week~ Between 6:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
Airporter operates every 15 minutes and every 30 minutes, between 10: 00 
p.m. and mi-dnight. After midnight and before 6:06 a.m .• Airporter's 
schedules depart according to flight departures.. Airpor.ter: :.operates 
approxima,tely 106 trips each day each way between San Francisco, and 
SFIA and averages 4.45 trip:s per hour each way. During the year . 
ending May 31, 1977. Airporter transported 867 .4$0 passengers from 

San Francisco to SFIA and 1.080.972 passengers from SFIAto·San 
Francisco and operated at a.net loss of $51.166 for the year. 
AiJ:Porter's overall load factor for that year in both· directions was 
52.09 percent. A;irporter objects to the granting 'ofthe'app,lication 
contending that Airporter is' performing satisfactoryserVi~eand can 
meet and is meeting the needs of the public traveling be·tween San. . 
Francisco and SFIA. It contends granting ano·ther passenger stage 
certificate to serve bet'W'e~n San Francisco and SFIA will merely dilute 
the available traffic to the detriment of Airporter. 

lorrie's operates'a passenger· stage service between hotels 
located in a specified area of San Francisco and SFIAmth van,type 
equipment. Lorrie's claims that many of tI:e . hotels it serve·s. are 
wi thin a shor~ walking distance from each of the loading an& unloa.d~ 

ing points in San Francisco which applicant int~nds to- serve and .for . 
this reason fears that lorrie's will lose some of its patronage to 
applican~ .. 

The evidence presented by applicant Ratti shows that his load
ing and unloading points are distinctly different from 'the protestants. 
Protestant Airporter operates from a fixed downtown terminal;prot~'s~ . 
taut Lorrie operates from hotels in a specified area;, applicant'. &a.'Cti· 
will operate from various commercial cen'Cers in. a specified" area .. 
Therefore, we find no violations. of Section 103·2 by granting a certi
ficate in this matter. 
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Luxor also object.s t.o the gran-cing of the application on the 

premise that applicant has net shown a public need for the propos'cd 

service and -chat taxicabs are handling traffic from the .financial 
discrict of the city to SFIA very' adequately, 

. Al:hough we g:an-c the staff's motion. -co inco:p¢ratethe 
record in Applic.:ltion ~0.55877. its p·robative v~lue is limited by 
its age. The hearings in that pro·ceeding were held ever.' t.wo years' 
ago. and there is n0t;hing. on this record to indicat.e that. .. currently 
applicant lacks the requis:t~e fitness. Beca,use we' st.illhave rcs:er
va-cions regarding applicant· s fitness· and willingness ,to' op-cr<lte in, 

compliance ~~th applicable laws. rules and' reg\l.lations',we ,w~1.1·g~ant 
the certificate requested for .:l limited p-e':iod ofeightecn mont.hs. and' 
.... d.th certain conditions. Applic.:lnt should file any app'lica~i6ri for . 
permanent operat.ing authority ~~-chin'one year after.thceffecti:vC:, 
d.:ltc of the following order to enab·le processins o·f the ap,p-li'~.itiOn. 
?=ior to the e~-pi=atiot". of t.he tempora:y. operating authority .. 

:~ndings of Fact 

1. Applicant reques:s the issuance of a certificate· of public: 

con\rcnience and necessity to operate as a passcng~r stas~' corporation •. 
be~~cen San. Francisco and SFIA. 

2. Applica:lt: had .:tn independent. company conduct a s.urveJ" o,f 
persons loca-ced at strategic 'places in San :Pranci'sco. 

3. The results of the survey demons'trate a public need' for 
the proposed service. 

4. Applica.."'lt· s proposed service is dis,tinctly different from 
exiscing service of the p:,otestants,. 

5. The evidence establishes some doubts as t.o'the applicancts, 
fi-:ness for pe=:::lanent'authority. 

',,' , 

6. Applicant possesses the operational and financial ability 
to conduct the proposed operations. ' 

7. Public convenienc.e and n'~ccssi ty requires the, granting' of , 
the application on a temporary bas:is. 
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Conclusions of Law ' 
1. Applicant's service is substantially different from current: 

, ' . 

airport services~ .therefore is not in competition ",.,iththetn and 
Section 1032 does not apply. 

2. App.licant' s fitness and willingness to abide by applicable '. 
. ' , 

laws ~ rules and regulations governing the provision of pa'ssenger 
stage service must be demonstrated f\lx"ther to warrant the issuance 
of a permanent. cert.ificat.e .. 

3. Applicant shall be granted 'a temporary certificate:,. which 
shall expire within 18 months' of the da,te of ,issuance. Applicant, 

" ,. .. 
may reapply to·the Corm:nission at that time for a pe:rmanentcert.ificat.e. 

4. If applicant has complied with all applicable statutes., 
rules and regulat.ions of the Commission during thisperiod:~ the 
Commission may issue applicant permanent authority. 

5. Applicant's temporary certificate shall be subject to 
certain conditions. 

ORDER - - - --
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. A certificate of Public Convenience and Necessi,ty is' granted 
to Ronald Ratti~ dba Bankers Limousine Service authorizing him to 
operate as a passe~er stage corporation,::as defined'iuse.cti?n 2'26 
of t.he Public Utilities Code'. between points in San Francisco and 
t.he San Francisco Internat.ional Airport subject to't.he:condit.ions 

:, ,,'.. ::-. 
in Ordering paragraph two below and also subj ect to the' conditions 
set forth in Appendix A of this decision. 

2. Application No. 57047 is granted a temporary certificate' 
which shall expire on March 12. 19'81, unless extended by further order 
of the Commission,. and s'o.bject to the following. conditions': 

a) Applicant. shall abide by all the 'laws; . rules.- < 

and regulations of this Coro.mission applicable 
1:0 passenger s'Cage utilities:· ... ... 
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b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 

Applicant shall withhold taxes from employee 
wages pu:suant to State and Federal law; 
Applicant shall pay his employees!>roperly 
and regularly; 
Applicant sh.lll keep this util:tty~s op'erations . 
and accounting sep.lrat~ from: any other business; 
Applicant shall further abide.with all the "laws. 
ordinances. rules and regulatl.ons of theCl.ty 
.lnd Countv of San Francisco, San. Francisco Ai:-
'Oort COt:ml.ission. State of California and the' 
Federal sove~ent. 

3. In providing service pursuant to the autl'lority q:ra~'lted by 
,~ . 

this order, applicant shall comply with the following service. 

:::-egulations. Failure to do so may result in ;,. cancellation of 

this authority: 

a) Within thirty days after the effective d3teo:' this 
order, 3pplic.:lnt shall file a written accep.tanceof 
the certific"tc.grantec. Applicant is. placed' on 
notice that if' he accepts the' ccrtificate:hc' w;i';ll' 
!>e required, \l~o!"l(J other things" to comply with the 
safety rules administered by th¢ Califo·rnia' .Highw,,-y 
Patrol, t."lc rules and other regulations 'of 'the 
COIn.-nission's; General Order 9S'-Series7and the 

. insu=ance requirements. of the Commiss'ion t sGerieral 
Order lOl-Series. 

b) Within one hundred twenty days after: the- eftcctivc' 
date of this order, applicolnt shall estab'lish.,;the , 
autho=ized service and file tariffs, and timet~rble:s,' 
in t=iplicate, in the Commission"s office. . , 

c) The tariff and timetable filings' shall be made 
effective not earlier than five days aft'erthe 
effective date of this oreer on' no,t less, than 
five eays' notice to the Commission and the public, 
and the effective d.3.tc of the tariff arid.time'table', 
filings Shall be concurrent with the establishment', 
of ~~e authorized service. 

e) The tariff and timetable filings made pursuant to' 
this order shall comply with the regulations', governing 
the construction and filing of. tariffs,· and timetab-les. 
set forth in the Commission's GeneralOrders'79-Series 
and 9S-Serics. 
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""' 'Y, II' ""~.,, , 

e) Applicant shall maintain his accounting records 
on a calendar-year basis in' conforman.ce" with. the 
applicable Uniform System,of Accounts or Chart 
of Accounts as prescribed or ado~ted by this 
Commission and shall file wi,th the Commission .. on 
or before March 31 of each year~ an annual report 
of his operations in such form~ content~ and number 
of copies as the Commission ~ from, time to' time r' , 

shall prescribe. 

'!he effective date of this order shall 'be thirty days after 
the date hereof. 

Dated ____ S_E_P...;" 1;;;..2_'..;;.'9.;:.,;7;...:9~, ____ • at San Francisco •. Califo,rnia"o 
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AppeneliX A Ronalel Raeci Original Title P"age 
Doing Bu~ine.. As 

BANlCER:S LIMO'O'SINE SERVICE 

TEMPORARY CERTIFICATE 

OF 

'I' ,,' 

'" 

'PtJILIC CONVENIENCE AND' RECESSI'lY 

AS A PASSENGER. STAGE CORPORATION' 

PSC - 1084 

Showiug paaaeuger st-se operative rights, restrictions, 
ltmitations, except~ona aDd priVileges applic~le theret~. 

All changes mel amendments .. cthorized by 
the Public Utilitiea Commisaion of the State of California 

will be made aa revised pages or, added., original page" .. 

',' '. " 

, " 90797 " SEP'· "" 
Ia.ut'CS uDder authority of Decision No.. • dated' " 121979 ,.1979 
of the :rub-lie Util1ties Coaniaa1on of the State of California, in 
Application W~ .. $7047.. ' 



Appendix A ROll&ld bt ti 
Doiug Busines. As 

BAHJC!RS LOOtJSIHE SERVICE 

SEmON 1. CE!ttRAL A1m!ORIZA'X'IOKS,. US'rRICTIOlfS. LIMITAtIOlfS 
It1:fD SPECIl'ICATI05S., 

• 
Original P.ge One 

Service, by the certificate of pu~lic convenience and- necessity t~operate.s 

« ]>asaenger stage corporation granted by the decisioll noted in themngin~ is" 
, ., ! 

aQehorized t., transport pasaenger. between the F1nanc1a1 District 'located in the 

City of San Francisco and the San Francisco Interuational Airport:- over and along 

the route bereinafter described, Sl.lbject, however, to, the w:thority of, this 

Coi:Ia1saion to cbange or modify s&1d' rOl.lte at ADy time- 'and .abject to the following. 

proVisiolll : 

(a) CArrier will provide service betweell 8:30 •••• and $:30, p'~m,. daily, 
except Satl.lrdays, &lnclays and Holidays as decl.red by the State ancl' 
tJ. S.. Governments. 

(1)) Se>rvice sball be provided w1th vehicles .eating' no more than 
ewelve (12) pas&engera excluding the driver. 

(c) No passenger shall be transported except those hrollS either the 
point of origin or destination in San Francisco International 
airport,. on the one hand. and the atops named in the routes as 
deacril>ed herein, ou the other hand,. 

(d) When route desc:ri]>tioQ.S are given in one direction,. they apply 
to operation in either direction,. unless otherwi.e indicated. 

(e) Motor vehicle. may be turned at tetaini or intermediate points,. 
in either direction, at intersections of streets or by' 
operating around a block .cont13o", to such 1ntersection_, in 
accordance with local traffic regu-lations .. - -. 

00 Th1a is a temporary autb-ority that will expire on Karch 12,. 198.l .. 

Issued by California P~lic tJtilitie. Commi.sion. 

Dec1aion No.. 90797 • Application Ne>., 5-7047. 



Ronald Rat d 
Do1ug Bu_iDe.. A. 

BANlCERS LIKOtrSIN£ SERVICE 

SECTION' ~2. ROUTE DESCRIP'rION. 

• 
Original Page Two 

Route 1. P'1uoci .. l Dinrict in s.n P'rmc1aco - San Franciaco ,International 
Airport:: 

, CoIDllle1lciug from the P'inancial District in SaD. Francisco· at 
SSSCal1fornia Street. thence east on CalifOraia Street. 
left On Front Street. right on Clay Street. with a brief 
atop to receive pasaeugers at Maritime Plaza. left ouDruan 
Street. left on· Vaahington Street. with a' brief stoP"' to. 
receive passengers at the Transameric& Pyrcm1d Bu11d1ug. lefe 
on MoD.egomery Street. With & brief stop to receive passengers 
at 44 Montgomery. Welb Fargo Balldiag. ll!:ft on· Market Street. 
right on Beale Street. with a brief atop to receive passengers 
at SO Beale Street. Bechtel Corporat1oa.. ,c:ontillUe 011 Beale 
Street to Righvaya 80 and 101 aDd· to San rranciaco InteraAtional 
Airport:. Return in the reverse direction. ' 

~d of AppeDdix A) 

Issued by Cal1forniaPublic Utilities Commission. 

J)ecision Wo. 90797 -. ~p1ic:atiOQ Xo .. 57047 


